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EVER GLADES 

TlHB PEMNSUL,^ OF FLORIDA. ^-^1r. d<: ^ < 

. .l._. ■ ^^^^^C 

[DRAINING THE EVER GLADES, — GRANT TO THE STATE OF FLORIDA,— 
CULTIVATION OF TROPICAL FRUITS, PLANTS, &c., — PROCUREMENT 
OF SEEDS, &c. OF EXOTICS, — FLORIDA FISHERIES ; WRECKS ON FLO- 
WDA REEF, — " COAST SURVEY » OF REEF, &c., &c., — FLORIDA MAILS, 
— POST ROUTES, — POST OFFICES, &c., &c.] . 

1 



The undersigned has procured extra copies of the annexed public document to be printed 
for distribution, where he hopes it may be of service. The ma-p referred to, could not be en- 
graved in time to annex to it. He has added some letters, &c., relating to the Floriba 
Mails, for the inTormation of the people of the'Stdte of which he is the servant. 

His object, besides obtaining a favorable opiiiion as to the chief measure now proposed, viz: 
the grant of the Ever Glades to Florida, in order io have them drained, and the encourage- 
ment of the cultivation of exotics from between the tropics, upon the- reclaimed lands, is to 
a^ttract attention to other suggestions contained in t£ese papers. 

The expediency of Congress directing forthwith the commencement and completion by 
the " coast survey " of aocilrate surveys of the Florida reef, and the chain of islands extend- 
ing nearly 100 miles from Cajie Sable, south 'Imd west, into the Gulf of Mexico, is one to' 
which he invites the consideration of tne navigating iind commercial interests of New Or- 
leans, Mobile, and indeed of the whole southwest and west, and also of the eastern Atlantic 
seaports. He solicits notice of the fticts stated at pp.'21 to 24, and 97 to 105 of this, pam- 
phlet on this subject, and suggests that those^mdst interested apply by memoriid to Congress 
at its next session. 

With respect to the draining of the Evelr Glades, he deems it due to others to say that 
the project is not an original " hobby " o'f his. If any credit is due for the earliest sug- 
gestions of its practicability and expediency, Gen. Gadsden, of S. C, Col. J. P. Baldwin, of 
South Florida, Col. J. G. Gamble, df Tallithafcsee, Gen. Mercer, of Va., and Col. W. Wyatt, 
of Manatee, are the best entitled to it. They were its advocates when he was skeptical. 
Convinced'by full investigation thejr Vere rig^t, and thkt he was wrong, he has yielded his 
judgment to theirs. ' 

J. D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 

Tallahassee, Florida, 
September, 1848. 
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30th CowGRESs, /<• rSENATE.j <\ Rep; Com., 

1st Session. I , OC ,6 . / ) No. 242. 



IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



AvGVBT 12, 1848. 
Sabmitted, and ordered to b^ printed. 



Mr. Beebsb made the following 

REPORT: 

[To aocompanj bill S. No. 338.] 

The CommHtee on Public Lands y to whom was referred bill JW«, 
338, ^^to authorize the draining of the Ever Glades^ in the State 
of Florida^ by said State^ and to grant the same to said State 
for that purpose ;^^ and to which was also referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury^ respecting said measure^ and the at- 
companying documents^ report: 

That from the data submitted to the committee, and aocompany- 
lug the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, the coitmittee has 
been induced to believe the measure proposed by this bidl should 
be adopted. 

The region proposed to be granted to the State of Florida^ t(^^ 
enable that State to eiftsct the desired improvement, is now nearly 
or quite valueless to the United States; and will so remain untu 
reclaimed, by draining it by micans of canals. More than six* 
sevenths of it is yet unsurveyed, and it is officially reported by the 
surveyor general of Florida, that^^t/ cannot be surveyed without 
Jirst being drained f^ the correctness of which repi&rt is corrob-* 
orated by all the evidence adduced on the subject.: The portion; 
r^ that has been surveyed^ is also reported *as being of little worth; 
and that the fact that but one-half section^ out of 590,132 acres^' 
that has been surveyed in sections^ has been soM, fully proves the 
correctness of such statement. The suggested improvement, it is 
believed, may make some of these surveyed lands saleable. 

The cost of the proposed canals, it is estimated, will be about 
half a million of dollars. 

The quantity of lands capable of being reclaimed and rendered 
fit for cultivation, it is estimated, is about one million of acres. 
But on this point, and also as to the anticipated enhanced value of 
the other lands, (besides those now covered with water within the 
region proposed to be granted to the State of Florida,) to be 
effected by the proposed work, no certain calculation can be made, 
based upon data obtained from mere exploretiottj^ or even from 
surveys of the most particular character. The true consequencesf 
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BntI results canjonly be tscertained by the experiment being actu— 
mlly made. 

The propriety of the federal government undertaking this work^ 
«ven if it could do so with profit, is doubted by the commit- 
tee. 

It is believed that the work suggested can, for the reasons given 
in the documents appended to this report, and the cogency of 
which must be conceded by every practical mind, be best under- 
taken and completed by the State of Florida, or by associations of 
individuals under its authoVity. The improvements can, in such 
case, be made to effect not merely the draining of those now cov- 
ered with water, but the enhancement of the value and price of 
the other public lands, and also the promotion of important local 
interests of that region in many respects, and at the same time the 
interests of the Union, generally, (beyond the pecuniary interest 
in these lands,) may be advanced. The proposed canals being made 
channels of communication by vessels across the Peninsula from 
the Atlantic to the Gulf waters, thus avpiding the perilous reeffr 
further south, is a consideration of no trifling moment to the navi- 
gating interests of the Union. 

The bill referred to the committee provides for a grant to the 
State of Florida, with such view, of all the lands below a speci- 
fied line of the public surveys, near the northern end of Lake 
Okechobee, with certain reservations; and it contains stipulations^ 
and conditions which (if the State accepts the grant with such 
conditions) will, it is believed, insure the completion of the work 
as far as it can be effected. 

By the proposed improvement, if successfully carried out, it is 
believed the United States will derive great immediate pecuniary 
benefit by the draining of several hundred thousand acres, (outside 
of the bounclary of the district proposed to be granted to Florida,)^ 
being the bottom lands on the Kissime river, and its tributaries, 
n<rw valueless by reason of their annual overflow. The committee 
agree with the Commissioner of the Land Office, that this is a full 
consideration for the grant made by the bill of the alternate sec- 
tions of the surveyed lands below the northern boundary of the 
proposed grant, even if no other existed. 

The committee will not enlarge on other important results bene-^ 
ficial to the whole Union, which may be anticipated, if the pro- 
posed work is successfully carried out. They are fully set forth 
m the documents annexed to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, being the opinions of some of the most intelligent citi- 
zens of the Un.ted States, and well qualified to judge correctly on 
•uch subjects, and several of whom have personal knowledge of 
the region in question. 

, Nor do the committee deem it necessary to comment on the par- 
ticular details of the proposed bill. These details have received 
the approval of the Secretary of the Tteasury, and of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, and they are deemed proper* 
and suitable for the protection of the respective rights and the pro- 
motion of the respective interelits of the federal government| and 
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of the State of Florida, with refejrence to the territory included in 
the proposed graat, and of those citizeins who may hecome resi- 
dents within its boundaries, and of all others; and they authorize, 
in the judgment of the committed, the measures best calculated to 
insure the successful accomplishment of the work, if it can be ac- 
complished at all. 

The committee, therefore, report the bilj witho^t amendment, 
and recommend its passage. 



Report of Secretary of Treasury to Senate. 

Treasury Departmrkt, 

Jiugust 10, 1848. 

Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 9th 
instant, requixing; " that the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate any information in his department as 
to the practicability of reclaiming the Ever Glades in the State of 
Florida, or as to the expediency of ceding Ihem to the said State 
for that purpose; and his opinion as.to the best mode and means of 
accomplishing such object,'' I have the honor to transmit to the 
Senate a copy of the report of Buckingham Smith, esq., a gentle* 
, man of character and intelligence, who w|is, in 1847, employed by 
this department to examine the land-officei? in Florida; and directed 
also, to make a reconnoissance of the Ever Glades as a part of the 
public lands, for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability and 
expediency of draining them, &c.; and appended to which are sundry 
documents an4 letters furnishing information on the same subject. 
Annexed hereto arc also copie? of the insitructians of this depart- 
ment to Mr. Smith and to Lieut., Martin, commanding the revenue* 
cutter Wolcott, who assisted Mr. Smith in his examinations* and 
also dopies of the application td the department,, in compliance 
with which the examinations weire directed. . r 

Herewith, likewise, is submitted a letter from the Commissioner' 
t)f the General Land Office to this department, in reply to inquiries 
y as to the quantity of public lands at the southern end of the Florida 
peninsula; specifying the quantity of lands that have been surveyed,, 
and those that are generally covered with water, and those that ar«^ 
only occasionally covered with water, and those that are cap^blt^ 
of being surveyed, or are too valueless for survey. 

The papers transmitted contain .all the information on the files of 
this department, oa the subject mentioned in said resolution. 

As to the practicability of draining the Ever Glades, these data, 
would seem to indicate that it is practicable, and at an expense 
probably not exceeding $500,000; as estimated by Mr. Smith, in his. 
report. Of the value of the lands reclaimeij by such draining, I. 
urn unabU to give any decided opinion. Whether they will be 
worth the expense of the work, ia questioned by intelligent men 
acquainted with the country; and, on the other hand, equally in- 
telligent men have expressed the opinion, which would seem most; 
jobable, that their value will far exceed th? cQ0t of draining the 
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Olades and adjoiniDg swamps. The teat of experience can alone 
solre the doubt. These lands are, however, utterly worthless to 
the gOYerntnent, at this time, as stated in the letter of the Commis* 
sioner of the General Land OflSce. 

The Committee on Public Lands of the Senate have transmitted 
to me a copy of the bill now before said committee, to cede raid 
lands t6 tie State of Florida, for the purpose of effecting their 
draining, and requested my opinion as to its provisions. Upon a 
perusal of that bill, it seems to me that its provisions are well cal- 
culated to insure the accomplishment of the object, and by m^ans 
more eligible than if attempted by the federal government. The 
cession to the State of these lands, and of all others within it of 
timilaip tcbi^aoteT, would seem to be the most proper and advan- 
taeeo^B dispoiltion that can be made of them. 

1 haye thjB honor to be, very respectfully, your obedieiit scr- 
▼Wt, 

R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

To the PilESIDBNT OF THE SeNATK. 



L()tter •/ Commiisioner ef General Land Office t0 Secretary of 
yu 1 Treasury. 

' ; GENERix Land Office, 

Jlugust 10, 1848, 

^Sim: In' reply to your inqtiiries of this office as to any informa- 
tion iin its possessioti respecting the Ever Glades in the State of 
Florida, and the lands in said State, below the line dividing town- 
ships 36 and 37, south of the base line in said State, I have th« 
Honor tO" statue: 

Tbskt tke natn^ "Ever Glades '^ designates that region of the pe- 
ninsula of Florida lying south of Lake Okechobee, and generally 
eoveped fcy witeffriJm two to seven feet deep, at least for some 
mtjinthpinev^ry year.' 

iThat the PTfeat«r part 6{ the peninsula beltw this line, between \ 
tjdw^ships 36 and 37, and which it is proposed, by the bill now be- 
fore the Comitittee of Public Lands of the Senate, (which bill has 
b^en sul>mi1;ted to me by Messrs. Westcott and Cabell of said State,) 
to be ceded to the State of Florida, being unsurveyed, and there 
not hktn^ ^ny natttical surveys of the t^6^^er;icoa^^ below Tampa 
in this office, an approximate estimate only can* be made of the 
area of th^ pdninsula and keys, including the lands and interior 
wateffi south 'of said, line, and Excluding the islands and keys south 
9mi east bf Cape Sable. It is supposed, however, that such area 
nla^y be stated at about 7,800,000 acres of land and water. 

Of this aggregate area,' it is estimated that there is always 
eov«red with water about 4,300,000 acres. 

Thisi estimate includes rivers, lagoonsj sounds, and Lake Oke- 
chobee, and dthef lakes south of said line, that it is not proposed to 
^ain aftd <2anD0t be tiyain^d; It 4i>cludes also the swamps and all 
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those portions of country comprising parts of the region called 
the Eyer Glades; the greater part of which it i^ not supposed can 
be reclaimed. 

Of the aggregate before stated, it is estimated there are about one 
million of acres that are only occasionally covered with water^ i. e. 
for some months during and afteu* the rainy seasons} in each yeac; 
much of which, howeyer, on the eastern and southern margins of 
the Glades, arc reptesented as valueless until the Glades are 
I drained, in consequence of such annual oyerflow, and of which also 

\ a considerable portion it is not anticipated will ever be mad^ v^iu- 

abJe by such draining. 

Of the remaining 2,500,000 acres, the quantity of 1,000,000 acres 
has been surveyed, (about 590,682 into sections and 409^^318 by the 
exterior lines of townships,) mostly of very inferior quality ,judg* 
ing from the small quantity (only 360 acres) sold since a lafge 
portion of them were brought into market. The residue of sfaid 
lands, being 1,500,000 acres, are represented as poor a^d valueless 
generally, and most of them probably not worth the expense 
of surveying. 

No sufficient data, on which to base a correct statement of the 
quantity of lands within said limits legally subject iq patent under 
the acts for the armed occupation and settlement of ^Jorida, is in 
this office, but it is considered that sixteen thousand acres will 
certainly cover all such claims that can be legally established. 

Twenty-three thousand and three acres have been granted by. 
special acts of Congress to Doct. H. Pj&rrine and his widow and 
heirs, within said limits, for the cultivation of tropical fruits and 
plants, and which grant is allowed by law to be located in separate 
sections, and the reasonable presumption is, that they have located 
the choicest lands in. that part of the country. 

There are, it is believed, several claims under Spanish grants 
within said limits, amounting to many thousand acres; but inas- 
much as they have not all yet been definitely confirmed, and the 
surveys thereof finally concluded, this office is without certj^in data 
whereon to base a precise statement of the aggregate quantity of 
such claims. The great Alagon claim. covers two-thirds df ,the en- 
> tire district proposed to be ceded to the State of Florida, and ex- 
tends much higher up (north) than the line before specified. This 
claim is in suit, but it is not supposed there is t^e slightest danger 
of the claimants succeeding; in such suit. 
• The project of draining the Ever Glades, if successful, may per- 

haps reclaim for cultivation^ within the limits of the proposed 
grant to Florida, about a million of acres of these lands, now covered 
with water; some continually^ and the residue occasionally only. 
It cannot be anticipated- to fee/aim but a part of the Ever G/adc*, a 
fart of the Atseenahoofa or Big Cypress swamp, a fart of the Hal- 
patiokee swamp, and the skirt of poor lapds 09 the margijn of the 
Glades^ covered with water some months of every year, and which 
is very barren. Much of the subaqueous lands will still remain 
inundated; and no one can expect that the parts that are so drained - 
can all be made susceptible of cultivation. 
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The entire peninsula south of the northern li^e of the proposed 
grant to Florida, whether occasionally covered with water or not 
subject to overflow, is, fit this time^ utterly worthless to the United 
States for any purpose whatever. Colonel Robert Butler, the sur- 
veyor general of that State, in his official report, made Octpber 2, 
1847, says: "I now ask your attention to the Ever Glades, which 
cannot be surveyed without first being drained ;^^ and that officer re- 
commends the cession of a moiety of that region to the State of 
Florida, for the purpose of having them reclaimed. 

Draining the Glades, a*s suggested, will, it is supposed, still leave 
large rivers, lakes, ponds, and channels in the Glades filled with 
water; and, as bfefore observed, many of the lands drained will also 
remain valueless. But the results of the proposed work can only 
be ascertained by actual experiment. 

The great depth of Lake Okechobee forbids the idea of di-aining 
it entirely; and, indeed, I learn from Mr. Smith's report, it is con- 
templated only to decrease its waters bat a few feet, leaving it of 
sufficient depth to be navigated by vessels that may be able to 
navigate the canals from said lake to the gulf and to the Atlantic. 
As before observed, the lagoons,' bays, sounds, and rivers, within 
the said district, will not be affected oy the contemplated work. 

The bill before the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate 
grants to the State of Florida alternate sections of the surveyed 
lands below said line dividing townships 36 and 37 — the nearest 
township line to the north end of Lake Okechobee. In considera- 
tion of the fact befo;6 adverted to, that the value of these lands, 
now esteemed of but little amount, will be perhaps enhanced by 
the proposed improvement to the legal minimum price of the public 
lands, and, in consideration also of the reclaiming of several hun- 
dred thousand acres of bottom land op the banks of the Kissime 
river and its tributaries outside and north of the proposed grant, 
and the benefit of which will enUre solely and directly to the federal 
treasury, it is deemed that this provision is equitable and just. 

In my annual report I ha^ the honor to express my convictions 
as to the policy of the federal government with respect te all such 
lands as those proposed to be ceded,^ situate in any of the States, 
and I had the honor of advancing the principles I conceived to be 
sound on that subject, and I am gratified to find that the proposed 
bill sustains what I then deemed it my duty to say. 

I transmit with thia. letter the map of this region, prepared at 
this office for Mr. Smith, which .gives a better idea of it than caa 
be given by any description. 

1 have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

^ RICHARD m: YOUNG, 

Commissioner. 

Hon. RoBEiiT J. Walkee, ^ ;, j 

Secretary of the Treasury. ; . 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



30th Congress, } S. 338f. . lPub.j[ 

1st Session. \ 



IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
August 1, 1848. 

-Agrteably to notice, Mr. Westcott asked and obtained leave to bring in the following 
bill : which wai read twice, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

August 12, 1848. 

Beported without amendment, and aocompanied by a Report, [S. No. 242.} 



.A BILL* to authorize the draining of the Ever Glades, in the $tate of Florida, by said Statf^ 
and to grant the same to said State for that purpose. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

United States of America in Congress ass 
-tni hereby is, granted to the State of Florii 
"the lands, lakes, and water-courses, with th 
ied in said State, and south of the line of 1 
"therein, running due east from the Gulf of 
-ocean, being the line diriding townships 3 
IStatej said grant to include the islands ( 
-coast north of Cape Sable, and not to inch 
iceys that are south and east of said cape; 
*to said State upon the following conditions, 
State, by act of the legislature ttereof, or th 
1st. The said State shall, ori or before tl 

1851, cause to be commenced, under the dii 
-engineer, to be appointed under authority ( 
i;he construction of drains and canals, to be 
hie, for draining the Ever Glades aforesaid, 
isub-aqueous land thereof, and for decreas 

lake Okechobee, and draining and reclaii 
> low lands contiguous thereto, within said 
^ rand canals {or draining and reclaiming the { 
between the Ever Glades, and between sai 
-ind gulf coasts and the coasts of the straits 
if practicable, a communication may be mi 

Tessels, between the gulf and*the Atlantic 

•shall cause said works to be completed and 1 

ftora the time the same shall be commenced 
2d. That said State shall not sell, alien, ti 

gage, or otherwise dispose of said lands, or 

of the rights or privileges derived from this 
'the full and faithful fulfilment of s^id cond 

the entire avails and proceeds of any dls 

part thereof, made by said State, shall be e 

appropriated to the completion of said work. 
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3d. No sale of any of said lands shall be made for a Ies<i price 
thai! one dollar and a quarter per acre, (and this restriction shall 
extend to lands within said boundaries not reclaimed as well as^ 
other lands,) until said works are. fully completed. 

4th. Until the President of the United States shall authorize the 
same in writing, no entry or encroachment shall be made or allowed 
by said State, into or upon the district reserved for the Seminole 
Indians yet remaining in Florida, part of which is within said bouH- 
daries; and for any delay occasioned to the commencement or com- 
pletion of said work by the withholding of such authority, the pe- 
riod stipulated for such commenicement and completion in said first 
condition shajl be extended a corresponding term. 

6th. One thirty-sixth part of all said lands within said bounda- 
Ties shall be reserved by said State, and appropriated to the use of 
common schools for the inhabitants of said lands, in lieu of the 
•sixteenth section now so appropriated in each township of the pub- 
lic lands in said State; the said one thirty-sixth portion to be de- 
signated in such mode and manner as the legislature of said State 

•1^—1 1? A. 

inds south of said line, and surveys of which 
and approved prior to the passage of this 
ed from this grcpt; the same to be reserved 
le Treasury for the United States, in alter- 
in there are fractional sections, one- half of 
erved for the United States, the State, how- 

of way for said works through said lands, 
f the United States may, at any time within 
assage of this act, reserve for the United 

within said grant as may be reported, after 
xy by a proper officer, to be advisable, such 
silf a section at each point, as may be neces- 
forts, docks, arsenals, navy yards, or other 
said boundaries, to be used by the Uniteil 
works, but upon relinquishment of such re- 
> said State, conformably to this act. And 
e affect rights acquired under any Spanish 
ereafter confirmed to any of said lands, or y 
nder any publie sale by the United States, 
?)ny of said lands, or under any donation or 
ited States, or under the pre-emption actflf^ 
scting the armed occupation and settlement 

surplus of the avails, or proceeds, of said 
ter defraying the expenses of said work;s 
etedin said first condition, as aforesaid, shall 
slature cf said State exclusively to the pur- 
hin said territory hereby granted; ths priu- 
be invested as the legislature of said State 
i a permanent perpetudtl fund, and the in- 
be expended as aforesaid, 
uges shall be exacted^ for paasiing througk 
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mny of said canals, from vemls or hoati of the United States, or 
in the service of the United States, or laden exclusively with pub- 
lic stores, munitions of war, or other freight of the United States, 
or the United States mails, or transporting, as aforesaid, troops in 
the service of the United States, through any of said canals; nor 
shall tolls or charges be exacted for any freight or mails of the 
Unitei} States, er for such troops; but such reasonable tolls may 
be charged and collected from other vessels, and ifreight, and per- 
sons, as said legislature may by law allow, to be applied to keep- 
ing the said works in repair. 

9th. Be it further enacted^ That the surveys of the said lands 
by said State shall conform, as nearly as practicable, to the form 
and plan of the surveys by the United States of public lands in 
Haid States. 



y 
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REPORT OF BUCKINGHAM SMITH, ESQ. ^] 

Washijtgtqh City, June 1, 1848. 
Hon. R. J. Walker, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir : Having made a report to you upon so much of the duties 
affsigned to me by your instructions of the 18th of June, 1847, as 
related to the land offices of Florida, and other subjects, I have now 
the honor to suboiit the report of my Reconnaissance of the Ever 
Glades^ excepted from my former reports, to enable me to obtain 
additional information deemed important. 

The absence of the Receiver of public moneys front Saint Augus- 
tine, on my arrival there, caused me to defer the examination of 
the land offices at Tallahassee and * Newnansville. The United 
States revenue cutter Wolcott, Lieutenant Martin commanding, 
which was to take me to the southern part of Florida and Saint 
Marks, arrived at Saint Augustine on the 10th day of August, 1847. 

I had procured previously and examined such books, maps, and 
charts, and obtained all the information within my power^ as to 
that portion of the peninsula below 28*^ of north latitude ; and as 
•oon after the arrival of the cutter as a proper boat could be pro- 
cured by the commander, as to enable me to go into the Ever 
Glades, we sailed from Cape Florida and Biscayno bay, where we 
arrived on the 29th day of August, 1847. 

Lieutenant Martin had made a detailed report of the employment 
of his vessel and crew, while in fulfilment of his orders to aid me 
in the performance of my duties, which has already been submitted 
to you. I desire to express my acknowledgments for his assiduous 
eflForts to render me every assistance. 

The accounts touching the interior of the southern portions of 
Florida lead to the opinion that, although Spanish officers may have 
had some tolerably accurate general information with respect to 
portions of it, yet until within a few years much certain and exact 
knowledge has not been had by the public on the subject. Melen- 
dez, the first Adelantado of Florida, of that name, had become, so 
confident of the connexion of the interior waters of the peninsula 
from north to south, that, being at Havana in the year 1567, he sent 
a vessel to ascend the river Saint Johns, (after touching at Saint 
Augustine,) while he should attempt to meet her with a fleet of seven 
sail by way of a river of Biscayno bay and Lake " Mayoca.'^ 

Probably explorations of the Ever Glades were made at an early 
day both by private adventurers and others acting under the au- 
thority of the government ; and it is not unlikely that official sur- 
veys, partial at least, were made of them, but which, in conformity 
to the accustomed policy of Spain, are buried in its archives. I 
had hoped that the United States consul, at Havana, in compliance 
with the request made of him, with your sanction, would have been. 
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-able to communicate information of yalii^. If such examinations 
were made, I can hardly doubt that records of them may be found 
in the public offices of Cuba and Mexico, the Floridas being at dif- 
ferent times parts of those tntendencies. 

By delineations upon old maps, the Peninsula, below the 28th 
degree of north latitude, appears to be cut up by large rivers, ex- 
tensive ponds, lagoons, and lakes, communicating with each other 
and the gulf of Mexico on the western, and the straits of Florida 
» on the eastern side. These descriptions suggest the existence of 
^ channels for vessels of considerable size from the head' waters of 
the rivers emptying into the gulf, to the head waters of the rivers 
emptying into the straits and At}antic; and some of the old books 
speak of an interior body of deep fresh water as the common sour6e 
of all these rivers, and which lake is usually called Mayaco or 
Serrape. *' They tell me,^' says (Escalante) a writer of one of the 
earliest accounts, in speaking of the Miami river, "that it runs 
through fifteen Jeagues of country, and rises out of another lake of 
fresh water, which is frequented by the Indians, but which I have 
never seen; they pretend that it forms a part of the Lake Mayaimi,'' 
by which is evidently intended the Ever Glades. 

The region below the lake is usually represented as a collection 
of innumerable islands in avast lagoon,' partly swamp and partly 
prairie, interspersed by channels like net work, which are marked, 
including the Ever Glades from Lake Oke-cho-bee to ^^ Punta de 
Tanchuj^ otherwise Cape Sable. From the Spaniards it received 
the name of " Laguna del Espiritu Santo?^ *' Tegeste^^^ or " Te- 
gesthonj^^ is gir^n apparently at a later day as the name of the 
territory' as* extending across the Peninsula. The adventurers 
under Narvaez, and also under DeSoto, indulged some romantic 
hopes of discovering in these countries valuable pearls; and, in- 
deed, the first writers, Spanish, Portuguese, aiid French, concur in 
their Btatetatents t>f finding pearls dmong the Indians in Florida,* 
and some "as large as filberts" were, it is said, obtained by the" 
«ofldiers* under one of those bold invaders. This is certainly re- 
Biarkable, when it is considered that the Indians of later times 
have' never been fieen:to wear them as ornaments, nor have pearls 
^ been found in Florida. • 

The Amazura,' (Little Amazon,) riow called the Withlacooche, 
which was orvce supposed to receive its waters from a common 
floorce with the St. John's river, it has been ascertained, heads 
in the region contiguous to Ocala, and is separated by a ridge of 
several miles in width' from the head waters of the Oclawahaw. 
Similar errors as to other of the gulf rivers uniting in their sources 
with the St. Johns's, as well as the existence of a natural channel 
. for anything but boats or canoes, across the Peninsula, have long 
«ince been corrected. 

Thetei^ a fairit tradition that the draining of the Ever Glades 
wa#oontemplated, and, indeed, undertaken a century or more since, 
by eitheir the Spanish government or an association of Spanish sub- 
jects in' Cub«, though abandoned, perhaps, on account of difficult 
ties with the Peninsula Indians. Some of the olA maps seem tb 
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indicate sometbirg like cuts or canals from the Ever GJades to tbe 
waters emptying into the Gulf of Mexico; and during the late war 
with the Seminoles, a canal was found on the northeastern border 
of Lake Flirt, leading to the prairie of Lake Htokpoche) and in th& 
direction of Lake Okecho-bee, a work, it is supposed, too con- 
siderable to have been undertaken by the Indians of Florida. 

During the twenty-one years that Florida was a British province^ 
from 1763 to 1784, surveys of the eastern coa$t were made by Wil- 
liam Gerard De Brahm, esq., an engineer officer of reputation ia 
the service of that govei;nment, and who was its "surveyor general , 
for the southern district of North America." The official reports 
of these surveys, and others of Georgia and Carolina, have never 
been fully published, and, indeed, it has not been generally known 
in this country how far they had been perfected. De Brahm's ob- 
servations alluded to in the book printed in 1775, on the Floridas^ 
by Bernard Romansy induced inquiries for information to aid me^ 
and as to documents in the British colonial archives, but no com- 
plete official reports were found. Some of the maps of his 8urvey9> 
in manuscript, with notes of great interest and value, have been ob- 
tained recently by Peter Force, esq., of this city, who has permit- 
ted copies to be taken of those relating to the lower end of the 
peninsula, for my use. He has also in his unequalled library of 
American history, the very rare copper-plate charts of Romans^ 
published to accompany the work before mentioned. Further in- 
vesrtigation resulted in ascertaining that materials in the hand- 
writing of De Brahm, chiefly " historiographical and hydrographr 
ical," from which his reports were made, were in the possession of 
individuals in England; and within a few weeks past, they have 
been purchased by Harvard University^ and now belong to the in- 
stitution. The Hon. Mr. Westcott, of the Senate, sought to obtain 
the manuscripts for a short time from the University for the use of 
the library of Congress, and for reference by me; and a request 
being made by the Treasury Department, the corporation of the 
University, with great liberality, permitted them to be brought to 
Washington. They can be copied for the use of the government^ 
under the stipulation that they shall not be published without the 
perm^sion of the University. It will be found they contain useful v 
information relating to South Carolina, Georgia, and the Floridas^ 
at the period they were written; and it is believed a map made by 
him, upon an official survey, of the sources of the Saint Mary'ft 
river, (which he refers to in his work,) if it can be procured, will 
conclusively settle the disputed question between the United States 
and the State of Florida, on the one side, and the State of Georgia 
on the other, as to the eastern terminus of the boundary line be-^ 
tween these States. . 

The work of the elder Bartram, who was appointed in 1763^ 
'^ Botanist to the King," and who, by order of the government^ 
made an official exploration of a part of Ea3t Florida, contains 
useful observations on the policy of liberal expenditures, by the 
gOvjernment to encourage settlements, and for the development of 
the resources iy£ the provinces; and, though a small volume^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18 [242] 

^ves other hints of value on practical subjects. From the 
works 'Written during the possession of the Floridas by Great 
Britain, it is evident that the best informed, then, knew little of 
the interior of the Ever Glades. Some of the old publications as 
to the Floridas will, however, in other respects, bear a favorable 
x^omparison with those 6f recent date. 

Postponing to a subsequent part of ths report a reference to some 
of the historical accounts of this interesting region, from the dis- 
covery of Florida, in 1612, to its cession to Great Britain by Spain 
^ in 1763, which may be useful, as showing from its former vailue 
how important it can now be made, I proceed to state the result of - 
my own explorations of the Ever Glades under your instructions, 
furnishing also notes of all the material parts of my journal which 
it will be found to verify the facts I shall have stated, and the 
•deductions made from them. 

The Ever Glades extend from the southern margin of Lake Oke-^ 
<^hobee some ninety miles towards Cape Sable, the southern 
extremity of the peninsula of Florida, and are in width from thirty 
to fifty miles. They lie in a vast basin of lime rock. Their waters 
^re entirely fresh, varying from one to six feet in depth. Their 
tisual level is, I am satisfied, more than twelve feet above that of 
the waters of the straits of Florida and of the Atlantic ocean, but 
of course not so great above the Gulf of Mexico. As the Ever 
-Glades extend southwardly from Lake Okechphee, they gradually 
decline, and their waters move in the same course. They have 
their origin in the copious rains which fall in that latitude during 
the autumn and fall, and in the overflow of Lake Okechobec 
through swamps between it and the Ever Glades. 

Lake Okechobee is the reservoir of the waters of the Eissime * 
ariver, which rises up the peninsula some hundred and odd miles, 
-and of streams of minor extent, flowing into the lake from the 
<50untry contiguous to it. It is of fresh water, said to be deep, and 
its average diameter is about thirty miles. It contains a tew 
islands, each of them several acres in extent. Its location is given 
on the annexed map, prepared at the General Land Office. 

The rim of the "Basin" is of lime rock. The waters of the 
X glades are at different distances from the coast of the gulf, of the 
«tr^its, and of the ocean. On the eastern and southern sides of the 
peninsula, they are within from two to ten miles of the shores of 
the straits and ocean, while on the western side they are from ten 
to fifty miles from the gulf. 

On the southern and "eastern sides, tlje lands between the Basin 
and the coast are generally rocky, though tracts are found of lim- 
ited extent that could be made fertile. Many small rivers or 
creeks enfpty into the bays and sounds ou the southern and easterii 
sides. In wet seasons, when the basin is full, its waters find out- 
lets over the low places in the rim, and form, rivulets running into 
the necks of the rivers;* and there are instances where the waters 
of the Giades find subterranean passages to the sea. 

On the eastern side,' commanding ai Cape Sable, are North creek, 
Miami river, Little river, Arch crtelt, River Ratones, New ri 'er 
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Snook creek, and Hillsboro riTer, as is indicated on the map accoui- 
panying this report. Farther north ar^ the Rivers Loca-HatcheeJind' 
San Lucia, rising^ westward ly from their mouths, the former rising a 
few miles from Lake Okechobee and outside the somewhat elevated 
lands, that separate the lake from the extensive s^wamp of Halpati- 
okee, which supplies the waters of both riyers. 

On the western side of the peninsula the coast is somewhat dif- 
ferent. A cluster of low keys or mangrove islands, (quite as cor- 
rectly delineated on the map as they can be without an expensive 
and useless survey,) the channels between which contain salt water^ 
and the islands being of mud, upon which mangrove trees are 
thickly growing, extend from the bay of Ponz de Leon, or Chat- 
ham, into White Water bay, and inwardly farther north, from about 
five to twenty-five miles from the gulf. The waters of the Ever 
Glades fall into these channels, by many small rivulets running 
over the margin of the basin into them, and in times of very high 
water in the Glades, wide sheets of shallow depth are found rip- 
pling slowly through the d^i^se shrubbery growing on the margin^ 
which, in this region, is -apparently of a more level surface than at 
other points. 

The western rim of the Ever Glades, farther northward, deflects 
from the gulf coast, eastwardly, until it comes near to Lake Oke- 
" chobee and the country contiguous to the Caloosa-Hatchee, where 
it is due east from that coapt about fifty miles. Between it and the 
coast on the west is the Atseenahoofa, or Big Cypress swamp^ 
which contains several hundred thousand acres of land, now uselesa^ 
to civilized man* for any purpose. It can only be made valuable 
by draining the ijver Glades. Its waters are chiefly supplied fronv 
' them by passage ways, shallow^ deep in mud, and often obstructed 
by dense thickets of shrubbery and vines, and by large trees* 
From the character of its connexion with the Glades in many places^ 
it may be considered a part of them. Several streams running into 
the gulf have their sources in. this swamp. • , 

Commencing at Cape Sable and passing up the western coast^are 
Shark river, Harney river, Chitto-Hatchee, Delaware or Gallivans 
river, the two Caximbas rivers, Corkscrew river, and Otsego river; 
the two last emptying into Otsego bay. They will be found de- v 
scribed on the map with sufficient accuracy to enable a correct 
opinion to be formed respecting their connexion with the Glades^ 
and the use that can be made of them in draining the Glades, and 
the Big Cypress swamp. 

Farther north, the Caloosa-Hatchee finds its source some ninety 
miles from its mouth in the low lands outside of the western margia 
of Lake Okechobee, and in tke swamp at the north end of the 
Ever Glades. It is, in fact, connected by sloughs of shallow depth 
with both the lake and the glades at different points, and receives 
supplies. of water from both. It is supplied also by minor streams, 
that drain the neighboring country, and by Lake Flirt and Lake. 
Hiokpochee. The map indicates the old canal before spoken of, to, 
connect the waters of Lake Flirt and Lake Okechobee. 
The margin of the region of the Erer Glades nearpst to the Ca-- 
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loosa-Hatchee and Lake Okechobee, as before described, is inter- 
spersed with sloughs and swamps, through which the waters of all, 
in wet seasons, mingle by shallow passages. More eastwardly^ 
the waters of Lake Okechobee, and of the Glades, are said to be 
in like manner connected with the Loca-Hatchee, which receives 
also some of the surplus waters of the Halpatiokee swampi, 
which extends up the coast some fifty miles, and being from twelve 
to fifteen miles in breadth. The sources of the San Lucia are aW 
towards the northernmost extremity of that swamp. 
I The geology of the southern portion of the peninsula of Florida 

^ is similar to that of the sea-coasts of Georgia and South Carolina. 
Oolitic lime-rock, filled with the shells and corals of species that 
still exist, forms the great geological feature of the country. The 
rock is porous, and susceptible of easy excavation. Exposure to^ 
air hardens it and renders it useful for building purposes. On the 
eastern side of the peninsula this rock shows itself through the thin 
coating of vegetable matter, or mud or sand, that ordinarily covers^ 
it; and it is also in detached pieces of different sizes, scattered 
above the ground. It contributes to the fertility of the soil; and 
being from its porous nature long reti^ntive of moisture, affords 
sustenance to trees and plants in seasons of drought. The rim of 
the Ever Glades is generally of this character. Along the eastern, 
verge of the glades, and between them and the sea, there, are spot» 
of wet and black prairie land; there are also spots grown up in 
pine trees, the roots of which are imbedded in a d^rk soil of vege- 
table mould lodged in the crevices and fissures of the reck; and 
there are tracts of what is called " dry hammock," covered with, 
trees of various kinds growing in the same manner. Such land is 
more valuable for cultivation than any other part of the rim. 

The same rock forms the bottoms of the openings through 
the rim of the Ever Glades to an unknown depth. It composes 
the floor of Biscayno bay, of the other bays and sounds, and 
of the rivers along the coasts on both sides of the. peninsula, and 
also of the basin of the Ever Glades. It belongs to the post plio- 
cene formation of Lyell. The fossils are not very obviously iden*-* 
tical with those in the rock of the Georgia and Carolina sea coast; 
but this arises from the effects of the different latitudes of the two 
y^ regions upon similar living animals, of which the fossils are the 
remains. 

The rise of the tide at the movth of the Miami, as marked by the 
wearing of the soft rock, is two feet; at the mouth of Little river,, 
about fifteen inches, and on the western side of the peninsula, at 
the Mangrove islands, its rise was much greater than at any other 
place on the coast visited by me. At the mouth of the Caloosa- 
Hatchee it is about three feet. 

The rise of the land from the sea coast towards the Glades is, 
manifest from the appearance of the banks of the rivers. At the 
mouth of the Miami the banks show an elevation of from^ 
two to three feet above the water at the mouth of the river, to 
twelve feet or more at the head of the river. At this last point, 
>rithin the distance of a hundred and fifty yards, the rise is six feet*. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[243] W 

Places exist wheire the rocky rim approaches the coast at a greater 
elevatioD than at the Miami, and on a level with the margin of the 
Glades, and at such places it is precipitous, twelve or fourteen, 
feet. This is the case a few miles to the north of the Miami. 
The vaulted rock across Arch creek is two miles from the mouth, 
and above and below it the waters rush with great force through 
perpendicular rocks that, for a hundred and fifty yards, overhangs, 
them on both sides the height of a dozen feet, and where the 
stream is about fifteen yards in width. 

Inside the Basin, near the headd of tbe rivers of the eastera 
coast, there are covers or indentations in the shore of the OIade& 
about two miles in depth. The nearest point touches the margia 
of the rim where the waters of the Glades approach the heads of 
the rivers, and where these waters are about a foot in depth. 
There are within the coves, channels, converging to such point, 
and in which the waters are from IJ to 2J feet in depth. The 
shallow places between them are covered with mud and rant 
saw grass. There are also sinks or holes of water several feet, 
deep. Near the head of Little river these sinks or holes have six 
feet or more water, and similar depressions near to the head of the 
Miami have eleven feet. Immediately east of them, and on the 
line where the waters of the Glades fall into the heads of the rivers,. 
over rocky passages of not more than fifteen or twenty yards wide, 
and from fifty to one hundred and fifty yards in lepgth, the waters 
run through rapids scarcely a foot in depth. The fall of these 
rapids is, as before stated, upwards of six feet, and drains or canals, 
could easily be cut at these points. But to draw off four or five 
feet of the water in the Glades, such drains must extend several 
miles from the river into the basin. I refer to the map as exhibit- 
ing all the data on this point that I have obtained. 

The distance in a strait line from the navigable waters of the 
CaloQsa-Hatchee to the Lake Okechobee, it is estimated, does not 
exceed fifteen miles, and, on the eastern side, it is believed that, 
canals of similar distance will connect the waters of the lake with 
those of the Loca Hatchee of more than six feet depth, and, with. 
] Ike waters in the San Lucia, and as to all three, it is certain the. 
fall is sufficient for such canals. 

To reclaim the Ever Glades and the Atseienahoofa and Hal-. 
patiokee swamps, and the low lands on the margin of the Eissime 
ri^er and its tributaries, and the other rivers emptying into Lake 
Okechobee, this lake must be tapped by such canals running into 
the Oaloosa-Hatchee on the one side, and into the Loca-Hatchee. 
or San Lucia, or both, on the other, and puts must also be made 
from the streams on both sides of the peninsula into the Glades. 
Besides^ after the height of the waters in the Glades should be 
decreased, even as much as five feet, there will probably be a ne- 
cessity for several drains through the Glades, and those swamps, 
by which the waters accumulating from the rains may be con- 
ducted to the ocean or gulf. 

That the level of the waters of the Ever Grlades is several feet, 
above the level of the wafers outside the peninsula is demonstrated 
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to any intelligent man who visits that region, n,ot Jtnerely by the 
facts I have stated, but he must.observe that, on the eastern side, 
the effect of the tides is not perceived a short distance up from the 
mouths of the streams, and that above the influence of the tides 
there are, when the waters are high in the Glades, continued rapid 
currents of fresh water from them. I am informed, that when the 
waters in the Glades decrease during the dry season, the beds of 
these currents near the Glades become dry. The elevation from 
the sea to the top of the rim that encompasses the Glades, 
and which is but little above the surface of the waters in the 
•Basin, is as certain as if it had been ascertained with level- 
ling instruments in the hands of an engineer. The general 
opinion on this point is' fortified by that of several gentlemen, some 
of them officers of the navy and army, expressed in letters which I 
have appended to this report, and in fact by one of these letters I 
am informed that '' a line of levels was run from the ocean to the 
Glades at the* mouth of the Miami," by a scientific, officer of the 
army, in 1840 or 1841, which proves the cortectness of that opinion 
beyond all doubt. It is not probable that the elevation of the- 
waters of Lake Okechobee is much higher than that of the waters' 
in the basin of the Glades; hor can the waters of the Atlantic 
rivers opposite the lake be much lower than the streams farther 
south; but it is not in my judgment necessary that the fact should 
be otherwise, to establish the practicability of draining the Ever 
Glades. If the modes herein suggested are not pursued, some 
«ther, devised by a skilful engineer, can be adopted. The differ- 
ence of the levels that I have stated (twelve fee^) of the, respective 
waters, is sufficient to enable the draining to be effected. But it is 
Relieved this difference is underistated. It is the opinion of one of 
the most distinguished and intelligent military officers of the United 
States that the waters of the Glade, and of the l^ke, are much 
higher above the leVel of the sea.* The distance from the lake*to 
the eastern coast of the peninsula is Jess than forty miles iipi a di- 
rect line, and not exceeding fifteen miles to navigable waters 
emptying into the ocean; and if the judgment of that officer be 
correct, the favorable success of the undertaking cannot be ques- 
tioned. 

With respect to the cost of the undei'taking suggested, I fran^kly^ 
admit my inability to afford you any reliable estimates except those 
given by the letters hereto stppendedw The maximum of probable 
necessary expenditure, there estimated, is $300,000. I presume,, 
under any circumstances creating the necessity of an augmentation 
of this amount, that $500,000 would, beyond question, defray all 
outlay necessary for the successful accomplishment of the work- 
On this subject I must refer to those whose professional experience' 
renders them more competent to decide on such matters than I 
pretend to be. 

In answer to the inquiry, what are the benefits that would result 



^ See General J^mfi's letter ia appendix. 
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to the federal government, from its undertaking and completing" 
such work, and whether they would he corresponding in value ta 
the probable amount of expenditure? I can only submit the infor- 
mation obtained by me in my explorations of parts of the country^ 
and gathered from, historical and other sources, of the character and 
, capabilities cf that region, and the opinions I have formed upon 
that information. I am by no means confident of the correctness 
of some of these opinions, though concurred in by gentlemen pQore 
competent to judge than myself. 

'ihe early history of the southern part of the peninsula of Flor- 
ida* shows t>hat when discovered by Ponz de Leon in 1512, and for 
a long time after, it was numerously peopled by Indians, living 
in. towns under the dominion of one-principal chief, and that they 
were of an intrepid and enterprising character, possessing the same 
qualities, in war, that have recently rendered the Seminoles such 
troublesome foes. They engaged in agriculture to a small extent, 
and their excursions to the islands and keys, among'the perilous- 
reefs, and along the coasts of Florida, and across the straits to the 
Lucayos, and Cuba, caused them to acquire nautical knowledge- 
and experience superior to that of most other. North American> 
Indians. ... 

Ponz de Leon, in sailing along the coast, near Biscayno bay, saw 
a town, and beheld intercourse with some of the Inc^ians at the 
islands near the Caloosa-Hatchee river on the western coast. Nar- 
vaez landed in South Florida in 1528, and marched up the penin- 
sula and to the west, encountering and fighting \^hile in Florida 
numerous bands of ferocious savages, De Soto invaded Florida in 
1539, debarking his troops near Tampa, where he met with like- 
resistance as did Narvaez. ' 

Within half a century after the discovery of Florida, and the 
consequent commencement of the navigation, of the adjacent seas^ 
the pasfeage of the straits of Florida had proved disastrous to many 
vessels. • Those on board of them who escaped death from the sea, 
were taken captive by the Indians on the islands or coasts and) 
made slaves. 

One of these, Escalante^ z. Spaniard, remained in captivity to, the- 
Indians from the ^ge of thirteen to thirty years. His short, but 
antcreiting, relation has been published only in French, as transr 
lated by Ternaux. His description of the country then,' corres- 
ponding with its-present appearance, is evidence of its authenticity^ * 
The preservation in his narrative of many of the words used by the- 
.savages, is interesting to those who value such information. 

, It seems that the southernmost part of Florida was then called the 
•country of Calos, the name of a cacique who ruled over many 
chiefs, whose countries extended some distance on the .gulf side,. 
included the Ever Glades and part of the coast on the straits, and 
also the Florida islands and keys south, then known as the '-Martyr 
islands," and also, at least, a portion of the Lucayo or Bahamas^ , 
across , the straits. At the mouth of the river emptying into the 
western side of the sraits of Florida was a town called Tocobago^ 
M which, whfen first visited by the whites, there were fifteen hun* 
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Ared Indians. The Indians of Tocobago, and those of»Calos, Vere 
hostile to each other, though obliged by the Spaniards to liv^ m 
peace. ' ' . ' 

On the Miami river, when first discovered, was an Indian town. 
Nearly opposite, on the eastern shore of Raton key, was once a 
village, j^robably the same Ponz saw in sailing down the coast. A 
Spanish settlement, and Catholic establishpaent, were made at ane 
early period near this river, and it is probable the missionaries in- 
troduced white families among ' the other Indian settlements 

I . near it. The river Miami was calledj by the Calos Indians, 
"Mayaimi," and by the English, ^'Garbrand.'^ It does not appear 
that the English ever established any settlements upon or near it. 
The name of Espiritu Santo was given by the Spaniards to Tampa 
bay, and to the waters of the Ever Glades, and the islands in 
them, some of which, it is believed, had Spanish settlers, were 
called " Cayos del Espiritu Santo J^ The name Ever Glgides is doubt- 
less of English gift, and probably was originally " River Glades,'' 
» The Seminoles call the same region *' Pah-hay-o-^e" or ^^ Grass 
Water," ai^d De Brahm denominates it Tegesthe or Tegesthon, as I 
hav^e before stated, though Escalante assigns the name *^ Tequesta," 
to a place near the mouth of the I^iami, and the same thing was 
probably intended on a map in Herrera, and does not greatly dif- 
fer from the place assigned to it by Barcia. 
' The Indian towns of the Glades, when first discovered, con- 
tained each about forty persons. Calos was sovereign over about 
fifty towns. The names of at least half of them are- given by 
Escalante. Two towns, of which names are given, were on the 
Lucayos. Tampa is the original Indian name of a village yet on 
the western .coast. 

Calos was an hereditary king, and his power descended to his 
«on, who had visited Spain, and professed Christianity. 

The Indians on the southern part of the peninsula spoke differ- 
* cnt languages, and were frequently at war with each other. In 
the policy pursued by the Spanish ^government with respect to the 
Indians, religious missions were established among them, and 
Catholic priests, accompanied by families of whites, were sent to 
reside among them as teachers to effect their conversion to chris- 

^ ti^nity, to advance their civilization, and to improve their social 
condition. This policy was adopted as to both the provinces. 
San Mateot Sap Pedro, Sari Luis, San Felasco, (Francisco,) and 
other like names on Spanish maps, designate the lo6atron of some 
of these missions in East and West Florida. This system was, 
for a time, beneficial to both whites and Indians. The con- 
dition of the latter in Florida, was improved 'by the efforts 
of the missionaries. The savages were restrained from wars 
yfiih each other and with the whites. They were taught ta 
observe the dictates of humanity and hospitality towards the 
unfortunate who were wrecked on their coast. They were 
induced to devote their time to agriculture and the raising^ 
of stock, and encouraged to commence a traffic in peltries, birds, 
skins,^ and ambergris with Havana, which promised to be of 
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greaUadvantage to them. The whites under this policy made set- 
tUments, and several religious houses were erected in theinterior. 
On an engraved map of Florida, in the librarjr.of Harvard Univer- 
sity, there is a designation of a church surmounted by a cross, near 
the margin of Lake Okechobee, on the east side ; and our troops, in 
traversing that r^gi^on in pursuit of the Seminoles a few years ago, 
discovered a large artificial mound in the same vicinity, which may 
have been its foundation. It is said that on one of the islands in 
that lake a <?anupn yet remains, carried thither by the Spaniards, 
and tljiat a large bell, and other indications of a church having once 
been erected tnere, can be seen. 

The irruptions of the numerous warlike tribes of Indians from 
the regions of Georgia and Carolina, th« di6Sculties among the dif- 
ferent tribes of Florida Indians, and between them and the Span- 
iards, and which r^ulted in the murder of some missionaries, broke 
up the interior settlements 5 and some years before the acquisition 
of the province, in 1763, by Great Britain, those in East Florida, 
except near St. Augustine, were chiefly abandoned. Military sta- 
tions were, however, kept up at different places. An Englishman 
who was wrecked on the southern coast in 1696, in a .printed ac- 
count of. his shipwreck, says, that on his journey up the peninsula., 
oh the east side, he found several Spanish soldiers at different 
points from San Lucia inlet to Mantanzas fort, twenty miles south 
of St. Augustine, Fourteen Franciscan friars had, 'while Jthe policy 
of the missionary settlements was pursued 'with vigor, been sent 
among the Indians of South Florida. 

The missionaries, however, complained that th« Indians had be- 
come no better Christians than if they had never been baptised. 
But the traflSc of the Indians with Cuba be^came important. 
Barcia. who writes of the state of things as in^ 1698, says that the 
traffic between the southern coast of Florida was increasing daily, 
and that boats arrived at Havana from the keys in twenty-four 
hours. JUe states that the traffic in the month oj^ Murch^ 1698, was 
worth $17,000, though it wa.s decreased by the.efiFect of the capture 
of Carthagena, and by the non-arrival, for three years, of the gal- 
leons for Spain at Havana, on the markets of that place. 

The Calos Indians, after the destruction. of the missionaries, soon 
relapsed ijato their former condition; and, before the middle of 
the last century, they had been forced by Indians from the north 
to abandon, the country. After a protracted struggle for their 
homes, the last of them fled to Cayo Hueso, or Bone Key, (now. 
called Key West,) and, finally, in a few years, sought refuge in 
Cuba. . ' ' ' 

The Indians ' that succeeded them in the occupation of the 
southern part of the peninsula, were of different tribes of the upper 
part of. the peninsula, and of the' tegions of Georgia and Alabama, 
and were called Seminoles, or fugitives, and they had negro slaves. 
Havana was captured from Spain by the English under Lord Albe- 
marle, in 1762. It was exchanged for the Floridas in 1763, and 
the Floridas were retroceded lo Spain in 1784. ' The traffic of the 
Florida Indians with Havana continued, and to the articles formerly 
carried thither, were added fish and turtle, caught In large quan- 
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titles on the coast, in exchange for which they received supplies of 
lire arms, amnmnition, calicoes, and other articles they most desired. . 
Small fishing smacks were engaged in this business, commenced by 
Spanish fishermen, mostly, residing an the Florida keys, or coaits^ 
where they had ** Ranches," and by wham the Indians were, eni- 
ployed, often on board the vessels. Occasionally, a large pirogue, 
or canoe, manned entirely by Indians and their slaves, could be 
seen running, in fair weather, across from, the keys to Havana, 
laden with articles for sale, or barter, in thsrt market. 
, JEnglish wrecking vessels from the Bahamas, for many yfiars 
prior to the cession of the Floridas to the United States in 1821, 
made tlie Florida reefs g.nd coasts their cruising grounds, carrying 
the property saved into Nassau, N.,P., for adjudication of the sal- 
vage. At this time the Bahamians opened an intercourse with the 
Florida Indians, and employed some of them to fish aiid catch 
turtle for their vessels. The acquisition by the United States, hpw- 
ever,^ of the Floridas, and the sending a naval force to Key We^V 
soon afterwards, bi'oke nip this intercourse. But the provision of 
the 15th article of the treaty of cession in favot of Spanish vessels 
trading to the Floridas for twelve years after its ratification, favored 
the continuance of that between the Indi»ari's and Spaniards, and 
even after the time stipulated in that article had expired, it was 
carried on to nearly as considerable an extent as before. It is not 
doubted that, by this intercourse, during the late Seminole war, the 
savages obtained supplies of essential aid to them in the contest. 
. Had the uninterrupted possession of the Floridas and of Cuba con- 
tinued in Spain, and had she been permitted to pursue her humane and 
peaceful course ^ith respect to the Indians^ it may be believed that 
Jong ere this. South Florida would haveMisplayed, in the advanced 
civilization of the savages, and in the settlement of that region bv 
whites, its consequent improvement, and the beneficial results of. 
such policy. But Spain w?is defeated in her efforts by the circum- 
stances I have alluded to, and it is believed chiefly through the in- 
strumentality of England. It is not questioned by those best 
acquainted with the history of this country, that mbst of the trou- 
bles of the Spanish Floridians with the Indians of the provinces, 
as Well as with those beyond them, were caused by English insti- 
gationj as, in later times, Woodbine and Nichols, Arbuthnot and 

, Ambrister, excited the same? savages to outrages on our southern 
frontiers. Great Britain holding the Bahamas, (which, for nearly' 
an hundred miles along the Florida coast and keys, are but sixty 
miles distant,) she was enabled to cause Spain, as she now causes 
usj much trojible, by an \inscrupulous resort to means of sucji 
character. The policy of Great Britain duri^ng the twenty-one 
years it held the provinces, (from- 1763 to 1784,) was very different 

. from that ^pursued by Spain, and its effect was to set the country 
back. That policy was a disregard of the advancement in civili- 
zation of the aborigines, and in fact it looked more to their extinc- 
tion by wars among themselves. The intolerant course pursued 
with respect to the Catholics of East Florida by the English, 
during the tinle they possessed ity resulted also in great injury to 

. Digitized by VnOOQlC ' . 



[242] 22 

its prosperity. The unf6rtunate results were then foreseen ^ncf 
condemned by many. The author of a book, entitled ''The Pres- 
ent Slate of Great Britain apd North America," publish-ed in Lon- 
don in 1667, urges the government to supply the Florida Indians 
"with agricultural implements, " instead of fire-arms," as a measure 
that would ifisure the cultivation by them of the country, and their 
being made "serviceable" to Great' Britain, instead of being, as 
he states they were, ^' a perpetual annoyance." 

Whil^ writing this report, I have before me an authentic copy 
of a grant -for 10,000 acres of land in East Florida, made in 1767 
by the English governor, which contains stipulations invidious as 
to Catholic settlers, and inconsistent wuth the 'pledges ol Great 
Britain to Spain. . ^ » ^ 

Romans, who >yrote in 1775, poFtrays the bad effects of the policy 
,of the English towards the Catholics, and in giving grant? of large 
tracts of land to •non:rcsidents, and with respect to the Indians. 

From the blighting eflFects of Epglish policy the Floridas had 
not recovered durihg the time succeeding tjje retrocession to Spain 
by England, and before they were transferred to the United States. 

One of the first measures adopted by the government of th« 
United States after the acquisition of the Floridas, in 1821, has 
been the prolific Source of evil. In fine, it may be regarded as the 
primary source of the Seminole war, and all its attendant ruinous 
effects upon the country. I allude to tie arrangement by which 
the Tallahassee, Miccosookie, and SampaJa Indi^ans, of Middle 
Florida, and the Alachua Indians, and the Seminoles of the upper 
.part of the peninsula, were all, in 1823, assigned to the region 
south of Micanqpy. This measure effectually prevented the settle- 
ment of the coast, and of the interior of §outh Florida, and it con- 
solidated the savages, and placed them in a position rbost exposed 
to outward pernicious influences, and, as the result has proved, most 
defensible against us in case of hostilities. Had they been a.ssigned 
to the. western part of the Territory, n^earer a dense white popula- 
tion, it is conceived their ultimate removal west of the Mississippi 
could probably have been effected without the great delay, vast ex- 
pense, and bloodshed that ensued. 

It woold seem that one object of Spain, in endeavoring to form 
settlements in South Florida, was to prevent its occupation by any 
other nation, that might, from such position, injure her commerce. 
A Spanish governor of Florida, in 1740, represents to the captain 
general of Cuba that Great Britain meditated 'the invasion of the 
province, and that her object was thereby to acquire aposision from 
which she could command the floating wealth of Spain passing 
along its coast. One of the 'earliest Spanish writers advises the 
building of' a fort at Biscayno bay, to afford protection to Spanish 
commerce and relief to ships in extremity, and suggests that the 
expenses should be. b6rne by Cuba, Mexico, and Peru, then colo- 
nies of Spain. 

Great Britain, illiberal as was her policy in other respects, while 
.in possession of the Floridas, indicated an intention to adopt mea- 
sures to avert'the numerous disasters by wrecks on the reef and. 
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-coasts, and to aflford relief to the shipwrecked. It may be j:jb- 
.marked) however, that this is an illustration of the truth that, in 
most governments, measures, with reference to di&tant .colonies or 
sections at the extremities, ^an be eflfected more readily if the ben- 
efit directly enures to the parent gpiernment, or to sections of the 
, country other than those so remotely situated, though professedly 
ihey may be for. the benefit of the latter. Surveys were made be- 
tween 1763 and 1784 by De Brahra, Des Barres and Gould^ under 
the orders of the. government* The elder Bartram, as Botanist in 
-America to the king, made an exploration of part of East , Florida, 
tinder official orders; but these were the most important measures 
of the British, gbvernment relating to the province. De Brahm, 
in his MS. work, before referred, to, recotnmends the erection of 
two structures,' one on the eastern and the other on the western 
fiide of the pejiinsula, about the latitude of Gape Flprida, which, he 
4Bays, should be supplied with cannon;, should be large .enough to 
Accommodate several hundred persons, and should each have a 
-sloop and barge appurtenant to it. He calls these structures "Pha- 
Tuses," and says'of them, in his report to the king: 

"These Phanises, with the excellent appellations of George and CltA.REOTTE, would . 
' eternalize the glory of those royal aiithoi^s, Who have stretched oat parental hands to faoiJi- 
tieite the hitherto dangerous and inevitable navigation of that dreadful ,promonto)^yy and ter> . 
'joainate your majesty's conqufest of that country, which sets the western bounds of the At- . 
iantic ocean." 

These "Pharuses" were never built. 

This recital of some of the leading incidents of the history of 
"South ipiorida, if useful for no other purpose, will, I presume, sa- 
tisfy all, that whatever may be the latent and dormant resources of 
ihis region; however great the capability of its being advanta- 
geously improved, and hoWever valuable it may be made by the en- 
terprise, energy and industry of the American agriculturist, if 
encouraged, or even given a fair chance, by the government; yet, 
titherto, no- proper opportunity has been offered fpr the devel- 
opement of those resources and capabilities. Whilst in the posses- 
•sion of the savages; even when under the dominion of the Span- 
iards, who po^essed little agricultural enterprise, and whose at- 

• tention wa» directed elsewhere;* during the short period it was in 
the hands of the English, suflFering not merely from neglect, but 
pressed down by the most iniquitous policy; from its discovery by 
Ponz de Leon to the present ^ay, with but brief exceptions, the 
theatre of savage war, and bloodshed, and desolation; in the eighty 
years preceding its acquisition by the .United States, twice 
'fchanging masters, owners, inhabitants and policy; for sometime the 
resort of the rovers of^the sea, or. the \ittle less scrupulous cruisers 
of the many different flags which the revolutions of the present 
<5entury occasioned; and, when acquired by the United States, as- 
signed as a kind'o'f prison bounds for the Seminoles they failed to 
remove or subdue; it would have been wondrous, indeed, had ■ it 

T)ecome more important, in any respect, than it is now generally re- - 

• 3ee note (c.) v . ^ 
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Raided. The vicissitudes of it§ history are a cogent answer to the- 
query, *'If South Florida is such a valuable region, why has not 
the discovery been made long since, and why is its settlement and 
progress so much behind other sections of the Union'?'' 

Since the Floridas were acquired by the United States, but little 
attenfion has been paid to South Florida by the federal govern- 
ment. No work of improvement for its specfic benefit was under- 
taken while it was part of a "TcrrtVory," when no constitutional 
difficulty could be interposed. Nothing, has, as yet, beeti projected 
to be paid for out of the federal treasury, except for th,e benefit of 
the c6mmercial interests of other sections of. the. confederacy. 
Light-houses have been erected at different points on the easterni 
coasts. The light-house at Cape Florida* was burned by the Indians, 
One of its occupants escaped in an extraordinary manner, and an- 
other was murdered; but the house hasrecently been rebuilt. Light- 
ships have been placed at some points on the reef, and light-houses^ 
at Sand Key, Key West, and on one of the Tortugas islands. 
But, excepting a donation of land to Doctor Perrine, hereinafter 
mentioned, little has been done to effect the settlement ©r 
the keys, or of the coasts, or of the interior of south Florida, by 
a white population; and, on the contrary, the measures adapted 
tend to retard it. The whole number of whites, at this time, oh 
the peninsula, below the northern end of the everglades, does not 
exceed fifty! At Key AVest ther.e is a population, perhaps, of up- 
wards of two thousand souls, and there are occasional settlements 
on different keys; though the sweeping reservation of all of them, 
below Yiper Key, made in September, 1845, ostensibly for military 
pufposes, and the consequent exclusion of settlers from the benefits- 
of the pre-emption laws, and the previous exclusion of all the keys 
from the provisions of the acts for the a.rmed occupation of Flori- 
da, (by departmental construction^) hais prevented any new settle- , 
ments, and broken up many that had b/een made. 

During th6 Seminole war, the frequent excursions of the hostile 
savages from, the peninsula to the.. adjacent keys; the murder of 
Doctor Crews, the United States revenue inspector, at Charlotte 
harbor, in 1836; that of Captain Whalton, of the Carysfort light- 
ship, fit Key Largo, in June, 1837; the destruction, by them, of the ^^ 
beautiful village of Indian Key, and the murder of Doctor Per- 
Tine there, in August, 1840; and otl^r outrages on the coasts and 
keys, by the savages, caused most of the settlors to fly to Key 
West, pr entirely abandon the country. The location of the 
Seminoles yet remaining in Florida with the chiefs Sam Johea 
and Bowlegs, on the southwestern part of the peninsula, deters 
the return of former settlers, and the coming in of new ones. It 
is not probable, that these Indians will be induced, for some years 
hence, to join their nation on the other side of the Mississippi,. 
One of the most effectual means to induce them to do so, would be 
the settlement of those poi^tiohs of th^ peninsula, not within- their 
^^reservation'' or ^'bounds," by a white population/ The danger 
attending detached settlements, of few persons, will prevent this; 
•and unless some hundreds of hardy settlers go thither, in a body, 
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the cotintry will not, for many years, be occupied by very Tew human 
beings biesides these Indians. Especially will this be the case 
when, if they should go there, they are to be denied, as heretofore, ^ 
all mail facilities, and become cut off from everything like asso- 
ciation with civilized man, unless obtained by a voyage of some 
days to Key West, or to the Havana, or of som'e hundreds of miUs 
up the coast. 

Extensive fortifications for the protectioii of the vast commerce 
of the southwestern, western and eastern States, flowing in^nd oat 
of the gulf, have been commenced! at Key West, and ^t the Tortu- 
gas; the first distant about fifty, and the latter about one hundred 
miles from Cape Sable. When completed, armed, and garri- • 
soned properly, they will be, in time of war, the most important 
points of defence and attack, against a maritime enemy, ihat exist 
on the entire co'ast of the Union. They will give us the control 
of the gulf, aftd of tjie straits of . Florida, "and aid us to com- 
mand, with our navy, the Caribbean sea. 

It requires little intelligence to perceive how greatly the value 
of the measures adopted for 'the protection and safety of the 
immense commei^ce referred to, passing through the straits of Flo- 
rida, will be enhanced by the settlement of the keys arid coasts, 
with a white population. How much more efficient will be 
these fortifications, in time of war, by there being such a pop- 
ulation close in their rear, froija which they can be garrisoned . 
expeditiously, and by whom supplies can be furnished, must be, 
manifest to all. Such population would, also,, add to the security 
of the whole coast of the gulf, and of the south Atlantic, coast, and 
of the interior of Florida^ and if "experience should prove that it 
6ould not greatly augment the agricultural exports of the State, 
still, for the reasons suggested, it is important to Florida, as well 
as to the Union, that early settlements of South Florida should' be 
encouraged. It should not be forgotten, also, that such population 
will, from its locality, necessarilj^ acquire nautical skill and expe- 
rience in navigating the dangerous reefs and coasts of that region, 
while pursuing the empl6yment of fishing, and carrying their agri- 
cultural products to market. Inured to the climate, such popula- 
tion would occasion South Florida to be looked to as that nursery 
of southern seaman, now so much desired for southern commerce iti, 
time of peace, and for the defence of the south in time of war. 

I have adverted to the settlemerit, by a white population, of the 
keys arid coasts of South Florida, as a measure of importance, in 
tending to diminish the numerous disasters, and heavy losses, (contin- 
ually occurring, by vessels being wrecked on the reef or coast, while . 
navigating the gulf, or passing along the straits. An authentic 
statement, printed in 1846, of the wrecks in the years ^^44 andH5 is 
appended hereto. A like statement, for the yeSir 1846, was laid 
before the U. S. Sisnat^, February 3d, 1847, and printed by its 
order, and it is to be found in vol. 3, S^. Doc, 2d session, 29th 
Congress, document No. 110. These statements show that the 
large amount of $3,086,800 of property was wrecked, or sustained 
damage, within the three y€ttf& mentioned, upon these dangerous . 
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reefs and coasts; and that the vessels were of different nations ^ 
though mostly of the United States, and of the eastern States! The 
business of "wrecking" or cruising along the reefs and coasts to 
look out for and assist vessels that have been wrecked, or that are 
in distress^ is carried on by a number of vessels from 20 to 80 
tons, of th^ best kind for such service; being generally su- 
perior in the qualities of sailing and of safety. They are 
usually manned by from 8 to 25 hardy, fearless and skilful 
seamen, mostly from the eastern States. None are allowed to 
cruise for such purpose unless previously licensed, according to the 
act of Congress of February 23, 1847, (taken from a similar law in 
force previously,) granted by the judge of the United States dis- 
trict court, at Key West, who has authority to revoke such license, 
for embezzlement, or remissness of duty, or oth^r misconduct of 
those on board the vessel to which, it has been granted. Property 
saved is carried into Key West for the adjudication of the sal- 
vage, -before the federal ju?lge, sitting in admiralty; at which place 
inost of the insurance companies of oux northern cities h^ve a 
resident agent, who attends to their interests. The decree made by 
the court is subject to an appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. T*he amount of salvage decreed in the {hrree years, 
of which the statements, have been furnished, before referred to, 
yras $271,296 18; averaging less than 7iine per cent, on the value 
of the property wrecked, or in distress. That the settlement of 
the keys and coasts would, in many ways, decrease the dangers of 
the teef, and of the navigation of the straits; that it would etiable 
, many lives, and much property, now, lost, to be saved, no one can 
doubt. More extensive and more accurate knowledge would thereby 
be generally acquired of the reefs aAd coasts, and of their continual 
changes; £ind the superior facility of obtaining pilots and other aid, 
that would \)e afforded by such settlements, would be valuable safe- 
guards. 

But one of the most important^considerations connected with such 
settlements is, that they would be an auxiliary in rendering the' 
highly valuable fisheries on the coasts, and in the waters of South 
Florida, still more valuable. Since the expiration of the term of 
twelve years of the privilege to Spanish vessels trading to Florida,, 
"before mentioned, as granted by the 15th article of the treaty of 
1819, these fisheries have become of consequence to our citizens. 
The average annual value of the fish taken on the Florida coasts, 
and in the waters of the State, and sold in Cuba, though under 
onerous restrictions in that island, (being a private monopoly y bought 
of the local government,) it has been estimated, is at least 
$150,000! I am not able to say this estimate is correct, but 
on tjiis subject I beg leave to refer to a report made by a 
committee of the House of Representa^tives, of Florida, in 1845, 
and sundry documents annexed thereto, which are among the 
papers enclosed with this report.* The American vessels employed , 



* See appendix. 
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in this business, and their crews, are chiefly from the eastern States/ 
and if limited agricultural employment could he combined with that 
of fishing, koth could be carried on more comfortably and profit- 
ably. 

Those engaged in it would be more independent. Besides, it 
would tend to secure the benefit of the fisheries mcire exclusively to 
citizens of the United States. The smacks that carry the fish to 
Cuba are obliged to procure a Spanish license, at high cost. 
The strict prohibition, by State laws, of all' but our own citizens 
being engaged in the fisheries, and the suspension^ temporarily, by 
t)ur citizens from fishing, which, if they had other, employment at 
certain times, could be done xwithout loss, would soon constrain 
the abrogation or relaxation of the restrictions referred to. 

The efforts of the British government are constantly, and have 
been, since the treaty of 1819 with Spain checked the encroach- 
ments of the Bahamians upon the waters of Florida, directed (at 
the instance of the colonial authorities of the Bahamas) to procure 
Ihe allowance, by the federal government, to Bahamian smacks 
and Bahamians the privilege of fishinj on the .coas'ts and Jn the 
waters of South Florida.. Upon the incoming of a new a(}minis- 
trationy an application has generally been form?illy made by the 
British minister at Washington, and it is represented that the 
favor asked is of "trifling importance." It has hitherto been re- 
fused, as the local "Terri^oria/" and "S'^afe" authorities of Flo- 
rida have always insisted that these fisheries, and the regulation 
-of them, belonjg exclusively to themj and- that the fede,ral gov- 
-crnment has no right to meddle with respect to them, except 
in futfilmeht of its duty of protecting and defending the rights of 
the State.* Since the emancifjation, by the British parliament^ 
-of the slaves in the Bahamas and British West Indies, many of 
the Bahama smacks are, manned, in whple or in part, and are 
-occasionally commanded by colored emancipees^ and the repeated 
instances of their aiding and abetting slaves in Florida to ab- 
scond to the Bahamas; the memorable cases df the Comet, Creole, 
Enterprise, and Encomium; and the refusal by the Bahamian govern- 
ment, in 1843, in violation of treaty stipulations, to yield up to 
justice, 'on the demand of the government of the United States, 
seven fugitive slaves, murderers and thieves, who had fled from 
Florida Sicross the straits to their protection, has increased the 
hostility to such vessels visiting the coasts or entering 'the 
waters of the State; and any attempted interference by them, 
undet any authority, with the ocoupations of wrecking or fish- 
ing, or turtling, pursued • by our citizens in thoSe waters, will 
he certain to breed discontent and cause trouble. The settlement 
of a white population on the keys ?ind coasts would tend to 
afford security to us in . this respect,' and likewise . diminish 
the facility of foreign incendiarism doing mischief amongst 
the slave population in any part of Florida. . 
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As to^the effect, sc^ confidently predicted by many of superior in- 
telligence and judgment, in such matters, to myself, that the 
draining of the Ever Glades of four or five feet of its waters, will 
reclaim, for the profitable cultivation of coffee, sugar, tropical 
fruits, and other productions of tropical climates, large tracts 
of the -present sub-aqueous soil of the basin and the lowlands of the 
Atseenahoofa and' Halpatiokee swamps; or for the successful raising 
of cotton, corn, rice and tobacco, the facts I may give as 'to the 
characteristics of those regions will, perhaps, be more satis- 
factory, than the expression of my individual opinion. Unless the 
effect is as has been anticipated, at least partially, most oF 
the region south of the northern end of Lake Okechobee will reniaiii 
valueless for ages to come. The borders of the Ever Glades and ad- 
jacent lands, susceptible of profitable cultivation, cannot nov^ 
sustain any very dense or very numerous population. The acqui- 
sitioH of the advantages and benefits I have adverted to, as i^esult- 
ing to the Union from such population being there, depends^ 
therefore, on the favorable success of the project of reclaiming the 
Jands mentioned. • ^ ' 

The appearance of the interior of the Ever Glades is unlike that 
of any region of which I have ever heard, and certainly it is, in 
jSome respects, ^he most remarkable on this continent. 

Imagine a vast lake of freshwater, extending, in every direction^ 
from shore to shore, beyond the reach of human vision; ordinarily 
unruled by a ripple on its surface; studded with thcfusands 
of islands, of various sizes, from one-fourth of an acre to, hundreds 
of acres in area, and which are generally covered with dense 
thickets of shrubbery and vines. * Occasionally an island is found 
with lofty pinesand palmettos upon it, but oftener they are with- 
out any, and not unusually a solita'ry majestic palmetto is 
«een, the only tree upon an island, as if to guide in approaching^ 
it, or as a place of signal of look-out for its former denizens. The 
surrounding waters, except in places that, at first, seem like chan- 
nel way^, (buf which are not,) are covered with the tall saw-grass^ - 
shooting up its straight and slender stem, from the shallow bottom 
of the lake, to the height, often, of ten feet above the surface, and \ 
covering all, but a few rods around, from your view. The water 
is pure and limpid, and almost imperceptibly moves, not in partial 
currents, but, as it seems, in a mass, silently and slowly to the 
southward. The bottom of the lake, at the distance of from three 
to six feet, is covered with a deposite of decayed vegetable sub- 
stance, the accumulated product of ages, generally two or three 
feet in depth, ©n the white sand and rock that urtderlies it, over 
th^ entire surface of the basin. The flexible grass, bending gently 
to the breeze, protects the waters from its influence. Lillies and- 
other aquatic flowers, of every variety and hue, are to be seen on 
every side, in pleasant contrast with the pale green of the saw- 
grass; and, as you draw ilear an island, th^ beauty of the scene i^ 
increased by the rich foliage and blooming flowers of the wild ■ 
myrtle and the honeysuckle, and other shrubs and vines that gene*- 
rally adorn its shores. The profcfund and wild solitude of the 
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^lace;- the solemn silence tfcat pervades it, unless broken by the 
splashing of a paddle of the csinoe or light batteau, with which 
only can you traverse the Pahayokee,' or by the voices of your 
^^compagnon^di* ^oyage," add to jawakened and excited curiosity 
i'eelings bordering on awe. No human being," tjivilized or savage, 
inhabits the secluded interior of the glades. The Seminoles reside 
in the region between them and the gulf. Except for the occa- 
sional flight of an eagle or a bittern, st^tled by the strange inva- 
ders of their privacy, or for a view of the fishes in the shallow 
{ -waters^ gliding swiftly from your boat as it'gqes near to them, 
^ your eye would not rest on living thing, abiding in this wilderness 
of ^^grass waters," shrubbery, and flowers. Reflections upon the past 
history of the region around you, unbidden, force themselves upon 
the visiter to the interior of tha glades. ' On these islands, in 
ages that have long since passed away, the haughty and fero- 
cious Carib cacique dwelt. He and his people were driven from, 
their homes by* piore powerful people, who were, in turn, ei^- 
pelled by stronger foes. Here the daring and reckless Buccaneer, 
of later times, came, after his cruise for plunder, to revel in safety 
upon his unhallowed spoils. Once in this secluded spot the Cath- 
olic missionary pursued the heavenly vocation of teaching the be^- 
nighted pagan the truths of the gospel; aad here he sealea his 4e- 
Totion to his God by yielding up his life to the vengeance of the 
infidel savage. Part of these glades are now in the allotted dis- 
trict of the wily an*d intrepid Arpiarka, the chief of those of his 
tribe that fought so fiercely and so obstinately in resi'sting the en- 
forcement of the policy of the federal government of removing 
them west; and who finally succeeded in constraining the United 
States to abandon that policy, and allow them to remain still longer 
on the hunting grounds, and near the graves of their fathers. The 
recollection, also, that the sacred name of ^'Laguna del Espiritu 
Santo^^ was given to this region by the Spanish discoverers, is not 
without influente upon the visiter. The effect of such visit to the 
Pahayokee, upon a person of romantic imagination, and who 
indulges his fancies an such subjects, it may be presumed, would 
be somewhat poetic. But if the visiter is a m^n of practical, util- 
itarian turn of thought, the first and the abiding impression is the 
^ utter worthlessness to civilized man, in its present condition, for, 
any useful or practical object, of the entire region! A solitary in- 
ducement cannot now be offered to a decent white man to settle, in 
the interior of the everglades! Some of the islands may be fertile, 
but their inaccessi))ility, except by small boats, and the entire iso- 
lation from society their residents would have to encounter, would 
deter most men (who did not desire to avoid their fellows, either 
from misanthropy, or fear of justice /or crimes committed) from 
making the glades their homestead. ' 

Of the practicability of abstVacting five feet or more in depth of 
the waters from the basin of the everglades, and from the Atseena- 
hoofa and Hs^lpatiokee 3wamps, near the glades, by the means sug- 
gested, I have given my opinion, and the data on which it 
is founded. Whe4 the waters are thus abstracted, the deposite 
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"beneath them in tlie basin, generally from two to three feet iw 
depth, and sqmetimes more, before the rock is found, will be left ex- 
posed, and become dry. Whether it is of such character that, with-r 
out any admixture of loam or other soil, it can be relied upon for the 
cultivation of anything, can only be determined by actual experi- 
ment. This deposite is exceedingly light, ^nd, when dry and broken 
to pieces, becomes an impalpable powder. If it should be found* to 
be a good compost, its speidy exhaustipn, and its Ijability, when 
dry and exposed to the surface, to be removed by the winds, are ob- 
stacles to its extensive successful use, in the cultivation of sugar*, 
rice, tobacco, cotton or corn, that should be anticipated. But even 
then, that the basin may be advantageously appropriated to the 
rearing of tropical fruit trees and plants, by excavations, if neces- 
sary, in the rock of its bottom, *nd filling them with the deposite 
and soil in their vicinity, I have little doubt; and that large tracts, 
of fertile and valuable lands, adapted to the cultiyation of any of 
the products named, can be reclaimed in the Atseenahoofa and Hal- 
patiokee sv/amps, by the undertaking suggested, if properly car- 
ried out, I do not question. I do not hesitate, also, to state my 
conviction that the increased value of the lands, thus reclaimedy 
would equal (the. cost of such undertaking. Besides, by decreasing^ 
the waters of Lake OhechobTee five or six feet, hundreds of thou- 
sands of acres of the best bottom lands, on the shores of the river 
Kissime, and other rivers tributary to that lake, (those on the Kis- 
sime extending the distance of one hundred miles up that river,} 
' would be ?ilso reclaimed, and a large quantity northeastwardly of" 
that^lake, may likewise be drained by proper capals, as suggested^ 
connecting the lake with the acean, and lateral drains running inta 
the prairies there situated. 

The undertaking should, however, be commenced, conducted and 
completed on a •somewhat diflferent system than has been sometimes- 
adopted by the federal, government in reference to public works. 
Little expense need be incurred for theoretic plans, and what are 
generally styled scientific prospect{B; or in the employment of 
officers for such purpose, and for incidental charges, consequent 
on such systems. i-Like the construction of the levee on the 
Mississippi, it is an undertaking that cannot be advantageously , 
effected by a Small laboring force working at intervals. The maitt V 
parts should all he done together. A numerous for'ce should- be 
employed, and combined operations at the difierent points be com- 
menced and progress with equal rapidity. Those engaged in the 
work, if practicable, should be made interested in its proper exe- 
cution; the most eligible means of effecting which result would be 
interesting them, upon liberal conditions, with the ownership of 
part of the lands sought to be reclaioaed. 

The completion of the work should be followed up l?y the imme* 
diate. disposition of all the laads reclaimed^ Firstly^ to effect their 
speedy settlement; and, ^ecor/d/y, that the settlers might take the 
necessary steps to render their lands cultivatable, and to secure 
them from future^ inundation, by those improvements, of a local 
character, which will be found indispensable^ in addition to the 
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f general work, and which, in many instances, must be by the united 
abors lof adjacent proprietors. These local improvements, requir- 
ing combination*on the part of contiguous owners, should occasion 
the settlements to be, as far as practicable, of bodies or associa- 
tions acting together; as was the policy pursued by the Spanish and 
French settlers, in early times, in Louisiana* In the numerous 
meadow corporations in the m^iddle and eastern States, can be seen 
examples of the benefits of such associations. I conceive it is not 
irrelevant for me to observe here that it may be doubted whether 
all this could be as well done by the feJeral government, and its 
engineer officers^ as by the State of Florida, if the region pro- 
posed to be reclaimed was transferred to that State. The State • 
government couJd, in such case, employ practical, energetic and " 
economical superintendents, upon more z^dvantageous terms than 
the United States ; and v^ho would have the stimulant of more 
direct responsibility to effect the speedy execution of the work; or 
it might find it beneficial to make arrangements for the work being 
done by associations of individuals, to receive their remuneration 
from the lands ; provided proper precaution is taken to prevent 
speculators and jobbers acquiring possession of them; an effectual 
prevention of which would be the stipulation for their actual set- 
tlement and cultivation, if they should prove to be susceptible' of 
cultivation, as one of the tenures by which they should be held. 

The Ever Glades are entirely below the region of frost, and the - 
meteorological and barometrical statistics of different times within 
. the last eighty years, furnished by several different writers^ 
prove that the climate is as favorable to the cultivation of tropical 
fruits as that of any country between the 28th and 24th par- 
allels of either north or south latitude. De Brahm, in his MS. 
,work, before noticed, has compeiidious tables which he calls 
"JEpAemmde^," containing useful information of this character, in 
relation to different points of the peninsula of Florida. Doctor 
Perrine has furnished similar tables, and he states that most of the 
productions, natural to the tropical latitudes^ can be 6e^^ cultivated 
on the borders of the temperate latitudes, nearest the equator; and * . 
experience verifies his statement. It is known that in China 
many productions, originally from between the tropics, have 
become acclimated, and are reared successfully as high as the 40® 
of latitude. 

It has been suggested that extensive water power may be put 
into beneficial use, on the proposed canals, which would cause the 
timber in the adjacent country to become valuable, as it could be' 
gawed for exportation; arid the feasibility of the proposed canals 
being employed as passage ways for coasting vessels of light draft, 
and steamboats from the Gulf to the Atlantic, has also been inti- ' 
mated; but my investigations did not comprise those subjects. By 
accurate scientific surveys at different points can the correctness of 
these suggestions only be ascertained. The main and essential 
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fact of the level of the waters of the mterior being several feefc 
above those of the gulf, straits, and ocean, being so clearly jnani- 
fest, such surveys arc not necessary for the commencement of the 
work, exqept to ascertain the best localities' with reference to all 
the advantages and disadvantages of the different points. 

It has been objectejl that the draining of the Ever Glades may oc- 
casion the whole country to become unhealthy. Probably, for one 
or two seasons, such in some degree may be the case, but that it 
would not be permanent, experience as to similar works in the 
south fully proves. Lands and swamps in southern latitudes, 
insalubrious before being So improved, have by such work been 
rendered healthy. The coasts of Soutli Florida are represented 
ty writers respecting them, and by residents, to be as healthy 
as any other countries of the same latitudes; and I cannot per- 
ceive that any peculiar local cause exists to majce the draining 
of the Ever Glades different in its consequences from the other 
similar works referred to. 

I must not omit adverting to one source of profitable employ- 
ment of labor and capital on the islands, keys, and. coasts of South 
Florida. It is the making of salt by solar evaporation. Enough 
can be made there to supply the United States, and an overplus for 
exportation; thereby dispensing with the large quantity imported 
from Liverpool, the British islands, and elsewhere. There is al- 
ready an association in operation at Key West^ and the experiment 
has been tested. Bat it requires large means. to commence such 
an undertaking on a proper scale. If the keys are settled, doubt- 
less it would soon be put into operation by enterprising capitalists, 
and the most advantageous conseqtiences result from it. 

A description of the peculiarities of each part of the Ever Glades, 
visited by me; the depth of water at different points; the depth of 
the. deposite at various places in the basin, and some notice of the 
most striking geological, botanical and other jcharacteristics of this 
regiou, is given more in detail in the extracts from Lieutenant 
Martin's report, and notes and memoranda from ray journal, added 
- thereto, and all appended to this paper. From the facts there 
stated, and the data afforded, the scientific geologist, botanist, hor- 
ticulturist, and agriculturist can, perhaps, decide as well in regard 
to the different kinds of products this region is susceptible of being 
made to yield, as from any opinions I might give, or arguments that 
I could offer to support their correctness. I presume no one will 
doubt that all of the products of the Bahamas can, be raised in Flo- 
rida, below latitude 28°, without difficulty. ' There have been, how- 
ever, submitted to Congress, documents furnishing more direct and 
specific information, as to what c^n probably be reared in this 
region; and there are published works, containing valuable data 
of the same character, some of which I refer to in the subjoined 
note.* 

Doctor Henry Perrine, who collected and compiled most of the 
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TfJui^ble information on tbis subject, contained in the Qongr^sionaf' 
documents referred to, some the result of hi/s own practical expe-* 
lience, while Umted States^ consul at Campeacby, in Yucatan, and^ 
siibsequemtly, while residing in south Florida, was a gentleman of 
woirth, intelligence^ and scientific • atlainments. He applied to 
Congress for, and, after some years, there was granted to bim^ 
in 1838, a township of land in south Florida, for the cultivation Qf 
tropical pjroducts, which he had already commenced, before the 
breaking 0Ut of the .seminole . war in December, 1835. It is not 
doubted that, but for that war and his death, in 1840, the scheme 
would bare proved successful to the full extent of his anticipa- 
tions. The. location, in sections, of the township of land is now 
being made on the southern part of the peninsula, under the act of 
Congress, passed February 18, 3,841, renewing tjbe grant to his 
widow and heirs; but whether purchasers, who will become perma^ 
ment settlers and cultivators, can be obtained, at this time, unless 
measures are, adopted by the government to e^ect the ^arly settles 
^lent of the country contiguous to it, and for the security of all 
against the Indians, and to afford them some intercourse, by mails^ 
with the other parts of the Union, is, in my judgment, quite pro- 
blematical. 

If the hopes indulged of the favorable success of draining the 
JBver Glades should be but partially realized; if the interior of the 
glades, from the causes I have intimated, or others, should be 
l^roved, by the test of experiment, not to be, adapted to the cul-r 
tivation of sugar, cotton, rice, a^d tobacco, corn,. Sisal hemp, and 
the, other most important products, speciQed in the docuoaents and 
publications referred to; and the extensive region in the basin now 
^ubaqu^ous is, in consequence^ as I have little. doubt it can be, ap« 
prptpriated,. profitably, to the growing of, tropical trees and plants 
bearing fruits, as I have suggested, the result will still be highlf 
beneficial, to the Union^ and, in my judgment, will fully compen* 
:sate for the ei^penses incurred. If the large quantities of lemons^ 
limes, oranges, bananas, plantains,; figs, olives, pine applets, cocoa* 
nuts, and other tropical fruits, enumerated in the publications cited^ 
•hqw imported, at high prices, from the West Indies and elfiewhere.^ 
4:Quld be supplied, or only in. part supplied, from this region^ 
it would be, of no trifling advantage ito the whole country. Such 
fruits could be shipped to any part, of the Ut^ited States in les^ 
4time, in better .preservation, and, of course, at;^mch )ess loss, and 
cheaper thau from any-part of the, world, and w];thout the paym^t 
.of any export or import duties. This .region, it i^houl/} not be forr 
gotten, is the only section of the Union the climate of whiehi^ 
congenial to ^uoh produptions in su^h degree that any expectation 
4nay be entertained of rearing them for shipment, and the only 
region that can be looked tp as capable of renflering us, to any e^r 
4ent whatever, independent of other cp^untries with respect to tbofe^ 
{productions. But if it should be ascertained that the more impoi^r 
tant staples of sugar, &c., before , specified, can also be advanta-^ 
geousJy cultivated in south Florida,; aft^r this, undertaking is fin- 
i9bed, th$ny that thQ results must be of inestimable value to the 
3 
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l?hole confederacy, ^11 be sd 6learly inanifest, as to render cocft-*^ 
3n«i*t wholly superfluous* ' ' 

Eminent statesmen and pliflbsopheris hate, iii estimating the sef-^ 
^ces of individuals to tbeir country, and to their fellow meft, afd- 
Tanked the opinion, tfetitbe who causes two sheaves of wheat to gfoW 
'where one only grew befoVe, better deserves the thanks of his t^tcy. 
ihan the author, the legislator, or the victorious general. The de- 
gree of merit awarded by them to the particular act first specified 
may be extravagant; but no* one of sound moral judgment will, it ia^ 
presumed^ deny, that the increase of the agricultural resources, and 
the promotion of th* agricultural interests of a people already po- 
litically free, is the very highest service that can be rendered them,, 
and most conducive to the preservation of their independence, pros- 

{verity, and happiness. The citizen, whether in executive or legis- 
al^ive station, or without either, who succeeds in making fit for cul-^ 
tivation, even if but partially, a region equal in extent to either or 
the three smallest States of this confederacy, nov) as useless'as the 
deserts of Africa, will earn a rich meed of praise from the people 
of Florida, and of the Union. The Ever Glades are now suitable 
only for the haunt of noxious vermin, or the resort of pesttleirt 
reptiles. The statesman whose exertions shall cause the millions^ 
of feicri6s they coittain, now worsie than Worthless, to teem ^vith <he 
jr^jJ-ucts of agricultural industry; to be changed into a garden in 
whidh can'be reared ^any and various exotics, introduced for the 
first time fdr cultivation into the United Statesj whether necessaries 
of life, or conveniences, or luxuries merely; that inan who thu^ 
skdds to the resources and wealth and independence of his country,, 
who contributes by such means to the comfort of his fellow men^ 
\rill mierit U hig% pla;ce in public favor, not only with his 6Wh g^n- 
tration, but with poi^terity. He will have created a State! I fefefl 
that to be connected^ with the inception of a measure whibh, if car- 
ried out properly, will probably produce such restflts; to be iden- 
tified^ even in a secondary position, with the commericement of att 
undertaking that toust be so eminently beneficial to my coUntry, i» 
a privilege of no mean consideration. 

The failure of many visionary projects and wild schemes, put 
forward by deluded theorists, or contrived by idle speculators an* 
jobberS)-in etery part'of the United States, to cheat the credulous,, 
has excited distrust of every undertaking, of a character at all sim- 
ilar to that proposed with reference to the improvement of South. 
Florida. The federal government is the proprietor of the entire 
cb'inti*y proposed to be immediately benefitted by such improve- 
ment. Excepting the lands comprised in three or four small Span- 
kb grants' that have been confirmed as valid, and the township con- 
ditionally granted to Doctor Perrine, and renewed to his widow 
and heirs, which contain 23,003 acres, and excepting also some four 
ot five hundred acres now owned by purchasers at public sale or 
]>riVate s^le by the United States, on the eastern coast, and some 
lew thousand acres possessed by occupants under the pre-eliiptioa 
laws, or those under the acts for the armed occupation of the 
peninsula, the United States yet own all the lands south of the 
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upper end oriljiake Oke^stebee. Of course I exclude thfe' ** Alv 
gon" claim s^9 invalid. The Ever Glades' are nat surveyed,. - 
and will not , probably ever be aurveyed for sale by the United' 
States,* Such survey,, if praqtica^bje^. would be useless before the '. 
proposed improvcqaent is effected. The work proposed should be 
undertaken an4 completed only, by the proprietors of the lands to 
be benefitted. Unless the United States undertake it, every lib- 
eral principle of policy, every dictate that should influence a 
great and enlightened goyernipdent,, demands that it should at once, 
place this district, now worthless to the human race, in the hands 
of those who will undertake and, accomplish such improvement. 
A huckstering, or a ^Vdog in the manger'' policy, with respect to 
these lands and swamps, i^ould, it ia submitted, be unbecoming the 
American people. 

It is not pretended that it if ai^ ea$y jUndertaking to complete the 
pi^oposed improvement, and enect: the settlement and cultivation of 
these lands, even if the work should be commenced under favorable 
auspices. It i^a work of time to do; all this. 

Vast expanse) great labor and trouble, and no little hazard, will 
attend it, and when thei improvemjent suggested is finished, the set-' 
tler,s will, of necessity., have tp expose themselves to aH the de- 
pifivatiqns and hardships incident to a aow country. Without in- ^ 
du^try, perseverance, prudence, silf-dei^ial, and eeonomy>it should 
not be expected, and it would be caufje of regret if it could, be ex- 
ppCfted, that the enftigrant thither, could without such qualities bet-- 
ter his condition more readily th^n elsewhere. With these quali-.. 
ties, if the , work suggested is . completed) £tnd if the. result is as 
favorable as some anticipate, a , population, of perhaps, two hundred' 
and fifty thousand souls can ultimately live in the I'eclaimedr^gion, - 
subsist themselves a» comfortably- as in any country on the,fa<je of 
the earth, aj^d add m^ucb to the domestic, trade, of the Union. 

It is proper also that I.€|hould advert in^ this report to a subject 
intimately connected with., the favorable success of ,the. primary 
undertaking of draining the Ev«r Glades., and rendering them ca-. 
pable of being <5ultivated profitably >.. It is the adoption of njeee^^ 
sary measures by the federal government for the procurement of 
exotic plants and seeds, roots, &e , ^nd such pYoduc^ijons aj; pani ^ 
be reared there, for the use of the settlers. Whilst the man.ufaipr 
luring, the commercial, tbe^ navigating, the mechanical, ahd^: joL 
fine, every other interest in society, Has been encouraged and fos- 
tered by meastres adopted with a view of: affording theca ,direct* 
aid and protection, is it not astoaishing that the agricultural, interpt> 
est of this country has bfen so entirely negleqted! Eicceptiiig, 
the liftiited assistance given by the; Patent Office in the .procure-:^ 
meat and distribution ^ seeds, scarcely any attention has been be-r 
stowed upon this subject by statesmen of later years. Resolution^ 
of the Florida legislature, calling the attention of Congress io it,> 
though laid before Congress, have not received favorable eonsid-f 
eraiion. The worthy example, of Mr. Jefferson and others of our^ 

♦ See Coloner Butler's (wirveyor gtaerjil) letter in the appondixi 
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famer illufitrious public men, who mitntfested a deep interest in 
this subject, seems to be almost forgotten, and resolutions and acts • 
passed years since, for tbe pilrpOse of affording aid to the agricul* 
lure and horticulture of the country, have passed into disuse, or 
arc executed in such manner as to render them of little value. 
The federal government, by means of the navy, continually visit- 
ing foreign countries, and through our ministers and consuls 
abroad, could obtain and distribute properly many trees, plants, 
and other productions of the fores^, field, and garden, and intro- 
duce them for cultivation ih those parts of the United- States 
best adapted to them, ind thereby eflFect incalculable good. The 
States, or associations of individuals, have not the facilities pos- 
sessed by the federal government to do- this. It is not doubted by 
me, that ten thousand dollars per annum, appropriated to such ob- 
ject, and properly expanded, and the plants, seeds, roots, &c., dis- 
tributed amongst agriculturists and horticulturists, rather than 
theorists and mere book farmers^ and instead of placing them in 
show gardens arid conservatories in cities, have them sent into the ap- 

Eropriate sections of the couhtry. Would be a judicious measure, 
[undreds of valuable prodlictidns from Cubh, the West Indies^ 
Mexico, Yucatan, Oautemala', South Anaerica, Spatin, Portugal, 
Italy, Sicily, and even from China, the East Indies, and from 
Africa, now unknown to tts, could be obtained and distributed by 
the means suggested; and they could be cultivated in South Flor- 
ida, affording new varieties Of artioles for human subsistence, and 
opening new fields f«r labor and enterprise. 

To some, the suggestions I have made may, perhaps, appear of 
less moment than they seem to me; others may regard them as' 
trivial, and I shall be fortunate if there are not those who' (Uniting 
t6 paucity of intelligence and intellect a Want of taste and de- 
corum) would subject them to the false test of ridicule. I 
ahi satisfied, however, that' enlrghtened and liberal men, who will 
reflect u;>on the'facts adduced, and the possibitity^ if they cannot' 
concede the proftaW/i^y, of the results being as favorable as hat 
been predicted, will yet admit the undertaking proposed 'is de- 
serving favorable consideration,* and 'at kn' early period. If It 
should be'saccessful, who will venture to foretell the ultimate fa* 
TOrable effects and consequences that may flow from it. Events 
Aeemed trivial have oftentimes had a potent influence in the pro-' 

Sess of a nation to prosperity and honor, or to ruin and <lisgrace. 
o one can see virhat, under God's Pi^ovidence, is to be the destiny 
of this mighty confederacy. Incidents that* have occurred in our 
career, deemed at the tiit^e of less importance than the measure 
proposed, have in no small degree influenced our progress in all 
that gives strength, gloryf and prosperity to a people^ to a point 
far beyond the anticipations of our wisest and most farseeing sages- 
of the last century. Seventy years ago, the right of navigating the? 
Mississippi to the gulf, was regarded as of little worth. It was 
proposed, in 17*78, to relinquish it to Spain for J6300,000. It was 
then supposed it was of little value, because, if ships could go 
down, they could never get up that river! Those esteemed as 
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among the wUesI statesmen ^f that day^ laughed at estimates male 
by some of their ooatemporaries of its value, as beinig absurdly ex- 
trayagant, i^hich; estimates all Btow know appear ridicxrlous for the^r 
moderation. 

At the close of tb^; revolutionary 1«rar, it was said by many that 
the whole country west of the Mississippi was a. sterile, irreclaim- 
able, howling wilderness, fit only for the range of the buffalo, or 
for bunting grounds for the savages; and that. the white man would 
never settle in and inhabit that region. Millions of American free- 
men now till these lands; the buffalo and the savage have receded 
before them to the vast rterritoriesstiM farther to the nortbwest, and 
extending to the Rocky; mountains. Nine independent States have 
been founded and organized west of the Ohio and Mississippi. 
Other new States ar^ rapidly growing up, on the extreme westesn 
borders of those already formed. Cities and villages adorn the 
banks of those noble rivers and their tributaries, and embellish the 
interior of »tbe country. The march of civilization has extended 
several thousand miles beyond what was, half a century since| 
deemed its bounds on this coatineut; the Rocky mountains have 
been crossed, and the shores of the Pacific are rapidly being peo- 
pled by American citizens. The rivers that, within the memory of 
many still living, wer^ not regarded as of such momentous valuey 
are now navigated by numerous steamboats, freighted with portiomi 
of the rich agricultural products of th^ fertile valleys through 
which they run, to the great and growing ^^ Crescent city," from 
"which tbey are sent to other parts of the Union, or'; to foreign 
countries. Railroads or canals running through the interior, to 
the Atlantic seaboard, coiivey other portions of these products to 
market. Both mean$ of transit are likewise employed in carrying 
back to the great West the many millions of dollars iix val^e, of 
the merchandise, of every country on earth, received in exchange 
for that produce'. " ' ,. ^ .'//'' 

The history of the introduction into this country of cotton and 
rice, and of their increased produc'ion till they have becoijae the 
great stapleis df the south, is also a striking illustration of the wis- 
dom of those statesmen who do not discourage or discard inea&ares 
which, some ' suppose, may be. beneficial to the cavmtry, because 
they are not able to calculate, with arithmetical certainty, that the 
results willbe profitable to a precise amount in. dollars and cents^ 
•or because they cannot, at once, see that the consequences will be 
as promised. '' 

Though it is not anticipated that the draining pf the.Ever Gl4de9> 
and the settlement of south Florida, and the cultivation of exotics 
of the kinds mentioned on the many thousand of square miles of 
land in that region, will change the destiny of the confederacy, 
or either cause or , prevent any great revolution on this continen)t| 
yet, looking at the past incidents I have alluded to, it may, with- 
out extravagance, I think, be foretold that if anything approxi- 
mating to the sac^guine expectations of many intelligent officers 
and citizens are. realized, in less than ten years a new independent 
State may be added to the Union, formed out of east and south 
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• Florida; fiiisseyering:the unnatural coTiA«xion now existing between 
them and middle and west Florida; section&totally dissimilar in 
pursuits, interests, and habits from the formel*; and the efiterprii^e, 
industry, and progressive spirit of our citizens of other porticfns of 
the Union, now led elsewhere, mdy be directed into chsthnels 
equally profitable, andi piore conducive to the pleace, prosperity, 

^ and permanent happiness of the Union, and the perpetuity^ of our 

; republican institutions. ' 

I have >thus given to you- all the information upon the subject, 
submitted to my examination^ that I can furnish. Whether the 
undertaking, which, if it succeeds as hoped, promises to be so 
eminently beneficial to the country^ should not be commenced forth- 
with, I submit to your patristic and enlightened consideration. In 

•my judgment, the experiment is worth a trial. 

I. have the honor to subscribe myself, with high respect, your 
obedient servant, 

r BUCKINGHAM SMITH, 



NOTES. 



' (a) Professor Nicolet, in his sketch of the history of St. Louis, Missouri, in page 92 Sen- 
' ate dobdhient No. 237, printed February 10, 1^41, 2d session 26th Congress, says: 

-^ ^ Is it not Surprising, that, during the thirty- two yejEu*s that Spain had possession of Upper 
'liouisiana, the prorrince was never settled by native Spaniards, excepting the officers- who 
ruled over it and a few fur traders? The iqbabita;nts were French, or the descnditnt^of 




South 4^erica were tpo alluring to allow emi^ranti to b^ tempted from them and engage 
ikerhtelves in the labors of agriculture in the rich valley of the JH^ississippi. But, taking a 
lptetrosi)eet' w'hen Spain was the greatest of maritime powers: when', during the reign of 
^Ferdinand aqd Isabella, her niivigt^ors discovered new w^rlclS) giving her an empire on 
which the sun never set; when the great armada struck terror in the bosom of the haugl^ty 
.Elizabeth, it becomes painful to think how ephemeral is the ascendency even of the bravest 
'and mb^t piDsperdus nations; h6w truly rapid their decline and (all !"> ' ' 

(b) Page 85, same work, alluding to the attaek of the Indians on St. Louis> in 1780, and 
its defence, he says: - 

'' It may be well to remark, in this place, that this event proves the policy that has pre- 
vailed iri Canada and Louisiana, in granting lands to the eoldhists, 'thereby they were com- 
mafided not to scatter themselves, but to conoentcate into villages under the proteetion of 
the forts; ^ thus combining for rnutual labor as well as mutual defence. Henee, the govem- 
iaibnt ceded tracts of land for a whole community j on condition that they should be worked in 
'M body. '■ There was first a field assigned, the extent of whioh was proportioned td the nuEdber 
of families in the village. To each family was allotted a certain portion for cultivation, and 
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1, (Extract from reporl of Colonel R. Butler, surveyor .gje£(eral of 

i ' f iorida, to Commissioiier of the Greneral Land Offiee,ip 1847. 

!^. Letter from General Jatniea^Gadlsden, of South Garolina^to Hon» 

R. J. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, dated May 7, 

'■ 1847. ■■..-.. * .. •, .a- 

^. >M from Mujor Geaeral Tw S. Jesup^to Hon. J. D.. West- 

cbtt, jrv, dated February 12, 1848. 
A. ^^ from General Wm. S. Hacney to'fiilckingbam Smith, esq.^ 

dated January 23^ 1848. . 

-6. '** from iOolonel S.H. Long, topograpbital engineers, ta 

Hon. Jl D. Westcott, jr., dated February 7, 1848. 
^. " from Major J. D. Graham^ topographical engineers, ta 
- Hon. J. D. WtJstcoStt; jr., dated March 1, 1848* . .;'. 

•7. ♦* from Captain J. McClelland, topographioal engineers^ 

to Hon. f. D. West©ott, jr.^ datedoFebpuary 36, 1848. 
S. " from Com. L. M. Powell, United States navy, to Hon. J. 

D. Westcott, jr., dated March 1, 1848. 
9. " from Lieutenant C. R. P. Rogers, United States navy, 

to Hon. J. D. Westcott, jr., dated February 10, 1848. 

10. " from A. H. Jones, esq.. United States surveyor, to Buck- 

ingham Smith, dated November 12, 1848. 

11. Memoranda as to Ever Glades^ by S. R. Mallory, esq., collector 

of \the customs at Key West. 

12. Extracts from MS. of John Lee Williams, esq., as to Ever 

Glades. 

13. Extracts from MS. of John Lee Williams, esq., as to Big Cy- 

press swamp. 

14. Letter of J. T. Sprague, captain United States army and Indiaa 

agent in Florida, to Buckinghan^ Smith, esq[., dated Fort 
Brooke, December 4, 1847. 
16. Extract from a letter from R. R. Sewall, ^sq., to B. Smithy 
esq., dated March, 1848. 

16. Letter from George McKay, esq.. United States surveyor, to 

B. Smith, esq., December, 1847. 

17. Letter from Major Wm. H. Chase, United States engineers, to 

Hon. J. D. Westcott, jr., August, 1847. 

18. Letter from Hon. J. D. Westcott to the Secretary of the Trea- 

sury, dated May 11, 1847. 

19. Instructions to B. Smith, esq. 

20. Instructions to Lieutenant Martin. 

21. Resolutions of the House of Representatives of the State of 

Florida, 1845, 

22. Resolution of the Legislature of the State of Florida^ 1848. 
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23. Report of committee of House of Representatives of Florida,, 
in 1845, respecting cultivation of tropical fruits^ Scc.j and res- 
olution and extract from acting governor's message on same 
subject. 

"Si. Report of the judiciary committee of the House of Represen- 
tatives of Florida, March 4, 1846, respecting fisheries oC 
Florida, and resolutions adopted same day by House of Rep- 
resentatives,' and documents annexed to said report, viz:~ 
Extract of' message frotn acting governor Westcott, and re- 
port of committee of legislative oouncil th^eon, and letter 
of Governor Duval to Secretary of State of the Uhited 

. . States. , 

56. Lists of wrecks on Florida reef, and of vessels that put into 

Key West in distress in the years 1846, 1846, and 1847. The 
list for 1847, copied from: Senate- document, 2d session 29th 
t Congress, JNo. 110^ volume 3. > ' 

26. Extracts from the reports io the Navy Department by the offi- 
cers of the navy on the Florida expedilior,- in 1841 and 
^ 1842, undjer command , of Lieutenant McLaughlin, taken from 
^ * the files of said department.. .! . 

57. Extracts from the journal of Lieutenant Francis, Martin, com- 
^ mandiug t^ie jrevenue cutter Wolcatt, in 1847^ and notes froin^ 

memoranda of Buckingham Smith, es^. 
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No. 1. 

^Extract Jrom the report •/ Colonel JR. Butler^ surveyor general of 
Florida^ in 1847, to the Uommissioner of General Land Office. See 
Ex, D9C. JVo. 2, 1^/ session dOth Congress^ page 155. 

^^I now ask your attention to the Ever Glades j which cannot 5e 
surveyed without first being drained. You will observe, from the 
diagram map accompanied, that the surveys h^ye been extended 
round a large portion of them, and I anpi tied io believe that, if 
drained^ a region of valuable land would be reclaimed and rendered 
Tery produMive; but, being interior and without any iiavigable 
stream flowing^ »from them, a question arises whether the draining 
of them by the United States would not > conflict with $tate SQV*** 
creignty; and if Congress should. &o determine, paijght not a grant,^ 
for specific purposes, (maj^jng roads a^d building bridges to facili- 
tate intercourse,) be made to the State of Florida of one moiety, 
in a definite form, conditioned that the State authorities cause them 
to be drained at the State's proper cost and* within a given period^ 
of which J believe them susceptible. The United States would 
thus realize, for survey and sale, the other moiety, and the StMe 
acquire a valuable fund for the purposes abov^. stated, after meeting 
the expenses of draining; and thus would be opened a large fertile 
surface for the habitation of man, cultivating sugar and tropical 
fruits extensively thereon." 
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Letter of .General James Gadsden^ of South Carolina^ to Hon. R^ 
J. Walker y Secretary of the Treasury. 

Washington, D. C, May 4, 1847. 

Dear Sia: At the request of Hon. Mr. Westcott of Florida, stating 
at the same time that it would be acceptable to you, I take the occa* 
sion of expressing an opinion favorable to the practicability of 
draining the Ever G/ade^, and with them, by same process, most of 
the low lands 2LXkA prairies forming the basin of the upper St. John's 
river. 

In the years 1823 and '24 I was engaged in defining the Indian 
boundaries, under the treaty of Fort Moultrie, and, at the same 
time, in examining into the practicability of a road from St. Au* 
gustine to Cape Florida. 

In the surreys, and examinations connected with the performance 
of these operations, I was forcibly struck with the fact of the ele- 
vation of these regions above the level of the sea, and which had 
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been supposed to he submerged, forming lakes, impenetrable swamps 
and lagoons. 

The elevation of the Ever Glades and prairies of the St. John's 
above tide water, proved the cap^ibility of their being drained^ 
while the inlets along the coast, and the number of small rivers 
and creeks, which at seasons relieved the overflowings of the interior 
b^sin of Fldrida, Showed ihat^ lij' deepening these natural outlets 
at their he£i()s, and multiplying the number of parallel and' artificial 
cuts at favorable ptoints, the wiiole country, at times submerged^ 
mi^ht be reclaimed and brought into profitable cultivation. If I 
did not advett to these vie\^s in a report made ^t that early period 
t6 the Department of War,^I have subsequently mentioned them in 
conversation, and, I think, at rine' tike gave publicity to them, with, 
some details, tiirough the columns df a newspaper. 

The subjett is one of great pxtblic interest, in my estimation, and 
merits investigation; f6r, should the basin of the interior of South- 
ern Florida be susceptible of reclamation, it will open to the United 
States the only portion of her territory capable of competing with 
tropical latitudes in all those J>Toduetions which enrich them. I 
Write 'in great haste, and'wbuW, if desirable, when more at leisure, 
enlarge on thfe views herein so briefly convejredi 
' ' ■ '/RespfectfuHy, 

' ' ' f . • i *Y6ur obedient servant, 

>> JAMES GADSDEN. 

Hon. !R. J. WAiKfEii, , 

Sttrttarif of tht TrtUitiry: i' ' 
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Letter frojn General Thomas S. Jesupy Quartermaster General^ to 
Hon. J. D. We^catli U. S. Senator. 

' . ' ^ ' X '\VAlBtiiirG;TON, February i2y 1848. 

My Dear Sirs' In reply to your inquiry whether it would be prac- 
ticable to drain the ^"per Glades in §outh Florida, and what would 
be the advantages, political and military, of that measure, I have 
to remark, that I.enlertain nO doubt of the practicability of the 
measure. ' 

' From.my own observation when commanding th« army operating 
in that country |en years ago, as well as from reports made by, and 
ihiorfhation derived fcom, intelligent oflSoers, who operated near 
and who explored the everglades, and the large lake (Okechobe^) 
borth of them, I have no< doubt both the glades and the lake are 
fcom thirty to ifty feel above the level of the sea in the most vio- 
l&it storms. Thepra&ticability of draining both I take for granted. 
As to the expense, that can be determined only by accurate surveys. 
The eflfect of the measure would be to reclaim'many hundred thou- 
satid acres of valuable land, without including the bed of the Ever 
GUdeSy now subject ta inundation for several months in every year« 
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?T^e.J^isj9iiQe rirer is the outlet of LakciTohppetalig?i, and cpn^eats 
that lake with the great^la^^e Okechob^c. It isa sluggish sti;e^i:p, 
bordered l)y a large body of as rich lands as a;iy in the souths 
which it, inundat^es to a^vast extent du]r,ing the raiiiy season. Wejre 
the §urfac(B of the lajie and the Eveip Glades Ipwured, thcjse fine la^ds 
"Wpuld b^ reclaimed, and would soo^i be coaveTted ix^\0 as valuable 
sugar plant^ttipns as. any in the world.. The h^iPHiocks in this p^rt 
of the couyitry are all extre^iely ri9h, and woul4 all.soon becqn- 
Terted into, sugar plantatipns. The swamps ar^ generally pe^t 
swamps, which,, if dr^jl^^d, would soon be cony,€rted into oliye, 

jime and orange pJjantatiQnsj and would be cult|y?ited by a, numer- 
ous white population,. which would be int^i:posed bejiwepn tb§ sugar 
f>la,ntations, cultiyated by slave,s and tl^e free bjacks.of the West 
ndies. This, in a ipilitary point of view, "^oi^ld be highly impor- 
tant, and a^d gJ^e^itW to the strength and security of the south* 

.. To protect our valuable and growing western sfnd southwestern 
^^omiuerce,, we must command the comimupication between the At- 
lantic ^nd the (Sulf of Mexico. . Tiiis can be done only by forti^- 
;<5atiQns on the Florida keys, combined with W2^r ste^uners:* to sup- 
port those fortifications we require a. numerous population in their 
rear. ' , ^ 

One of the ejects of reclaijning the inundated lands of South 

. Florida. wijl be to give ^ this p.opi^lation, whose labqr(^ will reader 
us as independent of tl;ie W.est Ipdies, as reg?irds m.psit of the trppi- 

.^al products, as their presence will protect us from, th^ influence jof 
the po^cy adopted in the British island^. 

. You,mu^ take the^e c?ude and hapty remarks for what they are 
worth; for pressed as I ai^ hy official eng^gen\epts, I qan do justice 

.meither to. the subject nor to r^ys(dlfr-t hftV|B not time, ej^cn^ to i}ead 

,wh%t^ have wr,ittei|i. 

'. I ^m, most respectfully, . ♦ 

Your obedient servant, . 

; tS- s, je^up. ; 

The Jflon. J. D. Westcott, m 

Senate V. States^ Washington. / * , f 
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Letter from General William 8. Harney^ U. S.,^myy to Bucking- 
ham Smithy Esq. « , 

Washington, Jant^ary 23, 1848. 

Deiar Sir:, I cheerfully comply with yoUr request to irtate to you, 

in this form, my knowledge of that-region of your State called the 

.*^ Ever Glades,^' and my judgment as to the feasibility of draining 

;them, a^d as to the mode of draining them, and the benefits that 

would ensue therefrom* • 

During the late Seminole war I was repeatedly in the Ever Glades, 
and GO the rim or. margin at different points, and crossed it from 
Miami to Shark river. It is a vast, fresh water lake^ of shallow 
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deptli, from sixty to ninety miles in length, and from twenty-fire 
to fifty tniles in width. Its general depth is from two arid a half 
"to six feet of water, over (say from two to six feet of) soft mud, or 
vegetable deposit. It is interspersed with thousands of islands^ 
from a quarter* of an acre to several acres in area, and generally 
having a few trees on them. Water grasses, of several feet in height 
above the water, cover its entire surface, except in a few channels^ 
or where there are stnall ponds of water with sand bottom, fron^ 
three to five feet deep. There are no trees in the waters of the 
iliterior of the Ever Glades, but the margin of the *^ Glades^' run* 
nirig out about on an average one mile, is full of fine cypress trees. 
The Ever Glades are supplied with water, in my opinion, from twa 
sources'. 1st. The raini that fall in it; 2d. From the Lake Okccho- 
bee, lyihg on its northei'n extremity, and separated from it by a 
yery narrow strip of grass swamp. This is proved by the fact of 
which I have been informed^ and of the truth of which I am sat* 
isfied, that in seasons of drought the water in the Ever Glades i» 
very much diminished, and its fall in such seasons corresponds to 
the fall in the adjacent lake. The lake is a deep reservoir for the 
rains that fall on the eastern, northern, and western sides of it^ 
for many miles, (the country, for some distance, depressing as its 
-shores are approached.) On its northern side it receives all the 
waters of theKissiine river and its tributaries, rising over a hundred 
miles further up the peninsula, and being thenatur^I drains for that 
distance for the whole region, except that contiguous to the sea. 
and gulf coast, or the river St. John's, and' the Ikkes at iis source. 

The bottom of the Ever Glades, below the deposit I have men- 
tioned, is of lime-rock, common "in that region, and its general 
leVel^ I am' fully satisfied, is several feet above the level of high 
water in the gulf of Mexico on the west, or the straits of t'lorida 
on the east and south' — k few tniles only distant from the rim or 
margin, for fifty or sixty -miles from its 8:>uthern extremity. OC 
the practicability of draining them, I have no question. That 
such work would reclaim millionsof acres of highly valuable landS|. 
now utterly vi^eless, because incapable *of use, I have no doubt. 
My plan for d^lke the work would be to dig a large and deep canal^ 
from Lake Oktfli^ee into the Caloosahatchee rivet, on the west 
side, and a Hke^JKal from the lake to the head of the Lochahatchee 
river, on its e£^M ip|e, and smaller canals from the Glades through 
the river into the jEiead of the Ratones, Little river. Arch creek^ 
Miami, Shark river^ and other outlets on both side^ of the peninsula. 
I am satisfied these canals and drains once opened, the Glades will 
become dry; and I am also convinced these canals could be easily 
kept open by the water running through them. Of the cheapest 
mode, and of the cost of such undertaking, I cannot pretend to 
make an accurate estimate. The two chief canals would not, pro- 
bably, be more than ten, or, at the outside, fifteen miles in lengthy, 
each; thirty feet wide, and from five to fifteen feet deep; and the 
others need be but small drains or ditches, of from three to five 
miles in length. . No person can say with positive certainty what 
the soil of the Ever Glades,When drained, would or would notpro-^ 
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duct; but it is my opinion it would be tko, beft suear I^tnd in the, 
south, and also excellent for rice and corp., /But.if not^ it could) 
at any rate, in that, latitude, be made yaluaUl^for the, raising qtr 
tropical fruits, and it is the bnly region o{ the present United 
States in which they can be raised. Its being made susceptible ef 
cultivation, (and, instead of being, as now, a waste of waters, fit 
only for the resort of reptiles,) would l)e a happy epoch for Florida. 
I do not know of a project that I regard as piore calculated to 
benefit the country than this, if successful. If it (Joes succeed, it 
mffords the Union just thekind of Cttltivatable land, that is wanted to 
render us, to a great extent, independent of the West Indies, If 
it does succeed, in less than fire years. tha,t region will, I have no 
•doubt, hare a population of a hundred thousand souls, and niore. 
Our coast in south Florida is now extremely exposed in time pf% 
war- This population would protect, it,,ai;id afford .security to tfce 
inrhole commerce of the western country passing, along its shores* 
It would also tend to thp security of the, entire southern portion of 
the Union in an eminent degree. But it is not necessary for ,me to 
advert to these considerations. This letter is already tedious, and 
I close it with the assurance that . , 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Colonel United States Army. 
To BucKii^GHAH Smith, Esq. 
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Xetter from Lieutenant Colonel S. H* Long^ topbgrofhical engi* 
neersj to Hon^ J. D. Westcotty U. &, Senator^ ' 

PiTTSBWRG, fe6rw€ry 7,. 1848. 
Sir: I have perused with interest and satisfaction, the several 
papers you did me the honor to exhibit for my inspection, in rela* 
tion to the Ever Glades of*your Stat^. 

Although I have never had an opportunity of visiting that part 
of the country, yet from the. documents- above mentioned, and fVom 
conversations witk several intelligent gentlemen who have explored 
the Ever Glades, I have obtained, mtiph >t!i4hentic and valuable in-- 
formation, in regard to the character and aspect of the district of 
country designated by that name; 

• The main body of this district Appears t to be situated between 
S6^ 31' and 27^ of netth latitude, and between 80^ 30' and 81^ W 
of west longitude, from Greenwich. Its extent from north to south 
ig about 100 miles, and its average width from east to west about 
60 miles: . It i» bounded ^on. thie north by Lake Okecbobee, which 
may be regarded as an extensive waterrsheet covering a portion of 
the Ever Glades, fend holding it in a state of constant submersion, 
and on the east, south, and west, by a sort of rim or margin, ele- 
vated a few feet above the common level df the included district 
and of the circumjacent country. A profusion* of insular tracts of 
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greater or lesi ertent^ ail'd of elevations aliont eqiial tb thslt of Ihf^ 
rim, or a few feet aboye the common letel of the diistrict, are scat- 
tered in every dlrectiOii ov^r the surface df the district. 

With the excejytioa'' of these insulated tfacts and thi rim with 
which it is bounded, the entire district fs subject to periodical- 
overflows of water, to the depth of two or four feet, during the 
rainy seasofi, which usiially prevails froni August or September t6 
February or March of evfery year. These overflows are supposed 
to have their principal origin in the country northward of Lak^ 
Okechobee, and to be brought down to the lake through the chan- 
nel and valley of the Kissime river. 

The entire district embraces an area of about five thousand square 
miles, nearly one-half of whidh, agreeably to the best informa'tioa 
I can obtain, is Susceptible of drainage, and when thus reclaimed, 
would present fields of vast magnitude, adapted to the cultivation 
of sugar, ricey and numerous tropidalproducts of great valud. The 
method of drainage that has been proposed and recommended' is 
as follows, viz: 

1st. A spacious canal or drain leading from Lake OkecHobec 
westward, through the valley or pass of Caloosahatchee river to' 
the Gulf of Mexico^' 

2d. A similar c^nal leading from the same lake eastward, through 
the valley of LochaVatchee river to the Atlantic ocean; and, 

3d. ^Numerous drains of much smaller size leading acrosis the r'im,. 
and com»nunicating respectively with one or more of the numerous- 
rivulets that rise in the vicinity of the rim, and empty into the 
fulf of Mexico and Atlantic, at various points along the coast of 
'iorida. 

It is believed. by many that' the two lar^e canals firdt mentioned^ 
will amply subserve the purposes of drainage; but, -should' they prove^ 
inadequate, that the desired end may be effectually attained oy 
means of the siAallelr drains nientioned in the third proposition. 

The practicability of draining the Ever Glades must., of coarse^ 
depepd on' the elevation of Lake Okechobee and of th^e Ever Qladesi^ 
themselves, above the level of th^ high tides in the o6ean. This* 
Qlevatioii is supposed to be from twelve to twenty feet. The dif- 
ference of the levels alluded to, so far as I can learn, has never 
been determined by instrumental surveys. Its accurate^ determina- 
tion should unquestioilably precede any ' attempts to aecomplisk 
the object iii. view* 

By means of the two canals connecting Lake Okechobee witfa^ 
tide water, together with a lock in each (if found necessary) of 
suitable dimensions to admit small coasters and steamers, it is sup-- 
'^posed that a line of continuous navigation may be opened' entirely 
across the isthmu3 of Florida, from the Atlantic to the Gulf of 
Mexico. In case th^ locks should be found expedient and proper^ 
they should be accompanied by spacious vvaste-weirs or sluices, and 
perhaps flood-gates, in order to afford a full and free> discharge of 
water from the lake, &c, 

Tne portion of tbe Ever Qlades believed to be susceptible of 
drainage, in the manner herein contemplated, embraces an area of 
at least one million of acres, and the cost of drainage, surveys^. 
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&c. 9 included, it is also beliered, will not exceed three hundred 
thousand dollars, or thirty cents per acre. 

The benefits likely to fesiilt ta<it only to th^ State of Ploridft/but 
to the United StSit^ generaHy, are ihcalciilible. . Th^se ?ld van- 
tages will manifest themselves not only in giving great value tp^ 
lands now entirely wa^te and useless, but in adding an incalculable 
amount of the choicest and richest products to the me^ii's of sub- 
sistence and to thie comforts of human lif^. An e^rly tfp'fi^ropiri^^ 
tion to the amount above mentioned, via: $300,000, 5d deenifed ad- 
visable, and is hereby mo=st respectfully reeomtoended. ^ 

I tave the honor to b^, sir, Very respectfuHyy your obedieiift se^-^ 
Tant^ 

' S. H. LONG, 
lAentenaM Colohet ToftigrupMctLt Engineer^. - 

Hon. J. D. Westcott, * 

United Stdtis SenaU. 
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IftUtr frant Mc^c^ J. D. Gruham^ topographical engineets^ to^ 
Hon. J. D. Westcott. ' ; ' 

,. ' WiiSHINGTOK, JMiflWCA 1, 1848. . 

' Sm: fitaving considered the very interesting and important siib-^ 
jeist of draining the submerged district of country within the State of 
Florida, known by the jiopuiir rtarae of " the Ever Glades,^' I ch? er*- 
fullj^ say that I fully concur in the views and opinions expressed 
In the ktte^r of Licutenitnt Ooldnel S: H. Long, of the cbr^s <yf 
topographical engineers, kddress^d to you from Pittsburg, undet 
date of the 7th of ' February ultimo. 

I will only add, that in my opinion the drainage should be ef- 
fected through thte channels of rivers already comthunic^ting with 
the sea. This woiildbe done by artificial 'canals m^de to draw the 
in^ater from the "Ever Gladei" into the head branched of th^se 
. li'rei^s. ' ' ' ' ■ , 

"^ • I am, very respectfully, your bbedlent i^iervlant, 

J. D. ORAHAMj 
Mdjor TopogrctpMcal Engtneeir^: ' 

Hon. J. D. "WliSTCOTT, 

United States Senate, 
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Ifitttx frpm Captain J^ McClellandyfo^fograpMcal engineers^ United 
StateiarmyytoHon.J. D. Wesrtc$tt^ United States Senator. > 

■ Washington City, jPeJrwary 25, 1848. 

Seasl Sir: In reply to the JDquiries made by you a few day» 
since, in regard tp the. character of the Ever Glades of Florida^ 
the nature of t^eir soil and of that of the country in their vicinityy 
and of the possibility, of graining them, I give yo« with pleasure 
the following information obtained by me. in the course of an expe- 
dition to them, and the Big Cypress swamp, against the Seminole 
Indian^ in January, 1841. 

After leavmgvthe Calopsahatchee river, at a point about thirty 
miles abore its mouth, we traversed a prairie in a southwesterly 
direction, and at the distance of twenty-five miles reached the 
4iorth side of the Big Cypress swamp; our direction was then 
changed to the east, and, after marching a distance of thirty miles^ 
we reached the west side of the Ever Glades. We observed that 
the prairie bad been overflowed., .and that the water had receded 
to the Ever Glades, showing a descent towards tbem. The soil of 
the prairie i» a ricL limestone, rocks.of which wtere visible in manj 
iplaces; the surface of the ground was covered with a rich coat of 
grass, the best evidence of fertility, and the soil of the hammacks, 
with'Whith the prairie iS' interspersed, cannot be exceeded for rich- 
ness. It is to be presumed, th^t as the prairi^, when overflowed, is 
part of the Ever Glades, th^t the character of their bottom^corres- 
ponds with that of the prairie in, composition and fertility. . . 

The oyerfljOW of thejCQuntry west of the Ever Grades is caused 
•^y the rush of watei from Lake Okechobe?, first, to the Evfir 
Glades, and the slowness of ..its escape to the Atlantip causes it to 
spread westward, so that by draining the Ever Glade^, you would 
secure from inundation this rich prairie; and in all, there would 
be reclaimed in the Ever (blades. a. tract of the richest sugar and 
cotton land of 2,700,,^nd in the prairi,e 8 or ,900 square miles; and 
hy {the means used for ei|Jecting yourpurpose^ a canal 12 mile^. ia 
length, from the lake to the head of Caloosahatchee, and ^n'- 
other, say from 10 to, 18 mile/s long, from the lake to the bead of the 
"^Lo'chahatcbe^ J^? would obtain a water communication (canal and 
riv^i*) between the Atlajotic and gulf, and at a cost probably mot 
more than three or four hundred thousand dollars,, depending upoa 
the dimensions adopted for the can>;«ils and other, drains, but cer- 
tainly inconsiderable, compared with the great benefit to be derived 
from the expenditure. 

The Ever Glades were traversed in various directions during the 
campaigns against the Seminoles, and the description given of 
them by the oflScers engaged in the expedition, agree that " they 
are interspersed with islands in every direction, varying in size^ 
but all having a rich soil and luxuriant growth upon tbem" 

In the course of the year 1840 or 1841, I was informed by the 
late Captain J. R. Vinton, 3d artillery, that he had run a line of 
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levels from ihe Atlantic ocean to tbe Glades, and found their el^- 
ration. above it from ten to fifteen feet. This was taken at Foi^t 
Dallas, at the mouth of Miami river, which empties into Biscaynp 
bay. The height of Lake Okechobee must be considerably greater 
than this. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McClelland, 

Captmn TopagrapMcal Enginttrt. 

Hon. J. D. Westcot*, 

United States Sennte. • 
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Letter fr6m Com. L. M. Powell^ United States navy,^' io Hon. J. 
' 2>. Westcoity United States Senate. 

Washington, March 1, 1848. 

Mt Dear Sir: I have read with great interest the papers itob- 
mitted by several officers familiar with the topography of southern 
Florida, touching your proposed plan for the drainage of the great 
basin of the Ever Glades, and, without presuming to offer an 
opinion as to the expense of so great an undertaking, (great in its 
Jesuits, I m^?\p,) I may be pardoned if J express my entire convip- ' 
tion of its practical) ility-r-an opinion formetj in 1^37, when I first 
viewed the Ever Glades, and not changed upon a subsequent par- 
tial exiptdcation^ <v: .; 

I have, entered the G i sei 

coast of Florida, and ne o fiix 

the tidal water level i^n< le ws 

heading in the Glides, c 1 or 

or as at; the Miami by a of fi 

This purely indicates the 

Glades, when tlie known oot, c 

much above the level, o er, t? 

^ thoroi^gh drainage of its most imposing 

Again, the margin of the Ever Glac 
it closely-r-as, for example, where thi 
through, it and f irces of the 

of a; ledge of li hich crops, 

shallow but extj .. I have s 

ent points, and, piformity o 

not doubt that i eristic of tl 

known as the '. i? — the Oke 

only the deepest obstructed { 

A knowledge ct indicates the remedy for the second 

difficulty to be i jfen the proposed work. If mere drain- 

age of ♦He waters be desired only,, a b: dutiful Providence hats 
already pointed out th^ WiS^y, and has partially accomplishe4, it. 
.. ■ 4 ^ c . - . 
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Thfe surplus waters of the great lake have; at several points^ ana 
by the nearest route, worn down the narrow rocky, girdle and 
opened a deep and ample channel beyond it to the sea. Vy'e have 
only to follow up the work, and break down the barrier to the 
proper level at these natural outlets, to empty out the basin. 

Should the bottom of the Okechobee lake be found,', on survlBy, 
to be below the necessary level for drainage merely, so much the 
better. A canal or cut, fromthe head of one of the rivers on the 
eastern side, would connect the lake with the Atlantic ocean, apd, 
in conjunction with the t^ps made into the wall of the great basin 
further south, as at the Miama, Arch creek, Ratones, New river, 
&c., would open a navigation to the interior, and effect the desired 
drainage. 

The results of such a work jas this are beyond mere speculation. 
A vast extent of fertile lands which, if not within the tropics actu- 
ally, have truly a tropical climate to mature the products of tjip 
soil, would be reclaimed to the use and enjoyment of man. 

I am, dear sir, yours, faithfully, 



Hon. J. D. Westcott. 



L. M. POWELL, 

Com. United States Navy. 



No. 9. 



Letter from Lieutenant C. R. P. Rodgers^ United States navy^ to 
Hon. James D. Westcott^ United States senator. 

Washington, February 14, 1848. 

Sir: During my three years' service in Florida, I traversed in 
canoes the greater part of the Ever Glade^, and became familiar 
with their peculiarities and character; but, as nearly six years have 
elapsed since I last crossed them, and as I have not in Wasbington 
my notes of the expeditions in which I shared, I fear that the in- 
fbrmation I can give yoti may seem somewhat meagre. The map 
of Florida published in 1846 (a copy of which you have kindly 
furnished me) will give a good idea of the extent of the Ever 
Glades, and an approximate idea of the position of their most im- 
portant islands.. 

The Ever Glades seem a large basin of limestone| covered with 
rying in depth from six inches to five feet; the 
s bare, is generally covered with a pure vege- 
cing a growth of rank, useless grass. Vast 
this grass make up the greater portion of the 
oaerable islands are scattered over these plains, 
)m a few yards to many acres, and covered with 
eat depth, but of i-emarkable richness. These 
y large trees of various kinds, and, where cul- 
ive amply rewarded the labors of the Indian 
seem to be constantly increasing in size, and 
every stage of formation, from the first gath- 
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©ring of soil areund ythe roots of a few miitigrtfvri Bbsh^^ tb'-the 
island eov^red witb- lofty tre[^, Cultivated fieijdsj an dythfe- Ullages 
of its Indian inl^abitants. I h^ve nei«er jyisited thB poo^rons of th|e 
Ever Glades 'which approach lake Okechobiefej and therefore 'will 
express no opi^ion as. to the iprobability \o{ tbfeit waters being 
drawn from«the overflow of l^at lak'O. I ca«i rtn^temher ad fcpring 
in any part of the Ever Glades, nor do I think, that thefallioSrdin 
would supply the water which is continually pouring itself^teithe 
sea through the numerous rivers on both sides of the peninsill&uu 
' The freshness of these rivers, the rapidity of their cucrsnts af all 
seasons, taken in ccmnexio&i with tihe /shAlhxwnesp :of t^e).Ever 
Glad?s, abundantly prov,e that the bottom of these gLadesisccKH- 
siderably .above the, level of the se^. It may be w«H for maito 
.49tate, in condusioB) that after* observing tbe olimal^ of the Ever 
Glades at every seasoa, I consider itoine of 4Jhe m^i^. he^lthy^in 
tbe. world. .■..•.■ . '-.■., ^ ■, r ■:.- *> 'i; 

I am, sir, veiy respectfully, yours, - ;> -. 

1 , . , ' C,.iR.,:P:. RQDGERS, . . 

.Ho»..J'AMEI|..D. WEaT€OTT. ' . :> ^ ; ., . ' , • 
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Letter from A. H. Janes ^ esq,^ United States' $v>rv^or^ t& Bucking- 

kam Smithy esay ^ ^ • j ': ^^. 

St. Augustine, East Fm)Bida, . .; .' - 
• . . » . : mvmUr,mf,lQ(W. 

SiH: In reply to your^let^er of inquiiry upon the ^rafeticability^of 
draining the Ever Glades, together with other questions connected 
with the same subject, I have to state that two years' professional 
labor, as a government surveyor in the countrj bordering th^ Ever 
Glades upon the Atlantic side, have rendered me well acquainted 
with its peculiar characteristixis^ . , .; ' 

Tbe scene of my operations has embraced the headwaters'of the 
^ St. John^s river ahd the country extending from IJupiterinifet 'to 
Lake Okechobee, thence south to the lower end of Lake Worth. 

At the time of '^^orking tcp^^ the country included between the 
Okechobee and the Atlantic, my instructions compelled toe to ex- 
tend my lines as ffer into the Ever Glades as was practicable; the 
whole being bounded on the west by the Ever Glades fat the dis- 
tance of 25 miles. , . r i 

So far as I have understood the instni(:tions given by the de{)art- 
ment to govern you in your reconnbissance,' the most important 
facts to be ascertained are: 1st, to discover whether sufficient 'fall 
exists between the Atlantic, the gulf of Mexico, and these Glades, 
to make their draiiiage* practicable. • 

2d. To ascertain the sources of the vast volume of water that 
periodically accumulates in the Ever Glades. 
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dd. ^f ;^fficient fall is fouad to effectually drain them, whether 
the qvmntity aad quality af land capable of being reclaimed will 
^jgiuamanlee tiie propriety of incurring the expense. 

In answer to the first inquiry^ I know of no actual level ever 
having been taken of this country, and am, therefore, only gev- 
jBrned by an experience of five years^as an engineer upon thecanals 
of J^ennsylvinia and Ohio in statinsc my belief that a fall of at 
icai^.lS feet will.be found upon a proper examination with instra- 
meilta.c 

/' The numerous rivera that have their rise in the Ever Olades have 
a strong and permanent- current until they meet tide water. The 
savannas that intersect each other through the pine woods extend 
from the Um of the Ev^r Olades to the Atlantic, thereby afford- 
ing a ient also for the escape of the surplus water, during the rainy 
ieason, wher« the JCver (Hades are- overflowing. 

The accumulation of water originates from two causes, viz: the 
actual fall of water over this wide extent of swamp land in the 
rainy reason, wbioh usually begins in May and continues until the 
last of ^ney and sdmetimes Icknger. It is also a reservoir into 
which flows all the surplus water of the surrounding coiikntiry>that 
falls for fifty miles north. The water that accumulates in the Kis- 
sime prairies and Tohopekaliga-lake find a vent through the Kis- 
sime river into Okechobee lake, thence into the Ever Olades. This 
lake is a magnificent sheet of fresh water, having an extent of forty 
miles north and south, and a width of twenty miles. It has no 
segalar outlet the oqipiin or gulf, but looms south, gradually los- 
ing its borders amidst the «aw-grass marshes of the Ever Glades^ 
and is thereby proved to be an important auxiliary in keeping them 
constantly ovwfiowed.' ' 

In ret&ti(>nU)^ the quantity and quality of land capable of being 
leclfiimedj I, of course, can only speak of such portions as J have 
exaiftine4» I never heijrd or read of so Vast an accumulation of 
d.ecayed vegetable substance as is found in the northeastern sec- 
tion ol the Ever Glades. I frequently extended my lines for a 
mile pr two into th^em when closing my tow^nship corjuers^ and 
when placing posts and making embankments around them, I have 
thrv,st .my JaiCob staff (measuripg 5 feet) with all ease up to th,e top, 
^ven then, apparently, not striking the under strata of sand or 
rock. Throughout the whole distance examined by me, this extra- 
ordinary deposite of decayed vegetable, sub&tance existed; the 
whole being covered by a very high and thick growth of saw-grass. 
This high grass is known to be of annual growth, so that in the 
course of time, if nature be allowed to take her own way, the 
marsh must eventually fill up from the continued decay of so vast 
a top growth. As it is now, however, it strikes the eye like Ihe 
§utscrop of creation, where nature h^s, as yet, only been half 
made up. 

The most certain plan to be adopted effectually to drain this large 
extent of swamp land, would be to connect Lake Okechobee with 
the Miami river, by means of a ditch running through the heart of 
the Ever Glades, since that lake^ as before stated, is the great res- 
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«r?oir that constantly supplies the surroutidiiig low: la^ds wilU' 
water. The fall properly made use of toinuadate the stwroWndlffg^' 
swamp at the proper season, would furnish tht largest exttot of' 
yaluable rice> land that could be found in the Ujcfited States; 

Ditches, simply running across the piae ridge from the rim. of - 
the Ever glades to the ocean, would not be sufficient; they tnust- 
extend into the heart — tap the principal fountain, to make the! 
drainage constant and sure. Otherwise, the a^cumula'tion/ of wa^ 
ter in the rainy season would still exist, and the undeirtakingprore 
abortive. • . 

The amount of good yaluable land that could be thus teclaim^d^ 
might exceed a million of acres, suitable to. the growth of two of 
the most important products of southern agriculture, viz: sugar- 
cane and rice. Th6 extent of countr]/( adapted to th^ir suecessful 
growth is limited in thfe United States^ awd it behooves our ^OT-* 
ernment, whenever it is in her power, to adopt su'ch measures as drr« ' 
best calottUted to advance tod eneourag^ their icultiratimr. - ^ 

The practicability of draining the/Ever Glades is, then, a subject' 
of vast importance, not only to the" prosperity of Floridd, but t:he' 
interests of the-wlnile southern couil try, would receive an impetus 
ill; its successful accomplishment. . x 

\ do not hesitate to pronounce ' in its f^vor, and wo«ld recom-*^ 
niend an early and mofe thorough examination with instruments, 
in oridef to obtain true scientific results. ' 

:. Respectfully, yours, dtc, 



To .Buckingham &MZTHy Esq. 



A* H. JONES. 
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Jitmofonda from S. R. Mallory^ Esq.^ Collector of Custom^ of^tht 
tnited States at Key Westy to B. Smithr, Esq., 1847, ,: '^ 

. Kby West, September^ 1847. 

The Ever Glades, extending from Jupiter Inlet, on the east, to the 
Caloosahatohee, on the west, and 'from thiifty to fifty miles wide, ar« 
no more than what their Indian name, PoA-Aay-oft«e, denotes, vte: 
" Grassy water.?' This immense grassy plain,' coVeifed in the 'Wc^t 
seaison — 4. e., from July to January— ^with an average depth of 
twenty-six inches water* Large fi«ld$ of dense saw-grass sbodtltag 
up from three to five feel in wet, and from six to eight in dry sea-' 
sons, render the eflFort to penetrate it difficult, at all timesj and im*- 
passable in very dry seasons. Canoesj or very light, narroMrboils,' 
are the proper means^ at all times. The Ever Glades have never* 
been topographi^lly surveyed, or even carefully examined, though'^ 
many persona, have penetrated and crossed them* In all-charts that 
I have ^een, distances in them are overrat^^j which, I suppose, is'^ 
the result of the labor and difficulty employed in getting through 
them, as compared with the time consumed; and also by the f^cf 
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t]iat/a bftze^' produced, by Ihe constant and great evaporation^ a:4-i 
^a]i$$.nbai)g8 over tbem^ and gives objects th^ appearance of id- 
cwatftd distance. The earth upon which these fields of saw-grass^ 
grow is a blaekish miid^ in places from;two td eight feet deep, but 
frequently only eighteen inches or two feet; and the bottoms of 
th«) smfll gulleys or channels through which voyagers are com* 
pejlledto pass are^ in almost all. cases, the hard, white limestone, 
againdt whicjn the oar or pole sounds, ringingly, -a^d rebaunds.^ 
These channels^ as a general rule, are from/ four to six* feet deep, 
but many are found, for short distances, to be as deep as ten feet. 
HheJBver Glades are studded' with mfiiny islands, among which the 
two Pine islands, from four and a half to seven miles south of the- 
south branch , of New river and Santt • Jones Mand, off Arch 
cte^k, are good: specimens. To visit these islands, and all others in 
the Glades in tbe wet season, is to find liut ^small pieces of I«knd, 
free of water; but in: thehdry season, tdn times the surface, per-: ^ 
haps, is exposed..; I. hate always'fottnd that the ridges tod befds- 
o{>saw-grass were dense about ^ihese islands. On Sam Jones island, 
very rich hamm^^ck is found on its north side aiitd where live-oaks,' of 
immeUiSe age and size, may be found. These idands generally coil'» 
tain more or less rich land. The £ver Glades on the west and' 
nprth arc ffinge4 with cypress swamp, in which ♦they run, in wet 
seaSiP.ns,! to.a depth of from 'twenty inches to three* feet; and back 
of these swamps the pine land lies, dbwn to the vicinity of the sea* 
board, on the eastern coast. A cane grass, of which cattle are very 
fond,'grpiWs in) abundance at the margin of these Glades, between 
the pine and cypress lands. The piny woodsiate very rocky; vtlbe 
growth usually smaller than that of Alabama, Georgia, or Carolina, 
and the wood very knotty and pitcliy, excellent for tar. In the 
neighborhood of New river, upon all its forks and branches, and 
between its two principal arms, there is much good land lying, in 
small, detached parcels, and upon which trppical fruits will readily 

^rbW^th'e cocoariut, lemon, and Hme hav^ been successfully tried* 
his, just about New river, is a fiiie country for a man with small 
means, say three or four hands, who wishes to be independent. The 
woods and streams abound yith game and fish; frost is rarely seen; 
t^e caomty grows profusely^ and djts preparation is a bagatelle. The 
mfii^t indolent, man I ever kneiw protspered there. New river bar 
maj.be crossed iu four aad ^ Jbailf feet,' arid, at times, more water. 
I ha,ve seen twoJ^rgC'S^^mbQ^ts seven, miles up. It rune parallel 
with 1;he 8eacoast,^^in a direct line, and separated from the sea only 
by a ridge of land from seventy^five to two hundred and fifty yards 
wide, for five miles, and then branches off, the bfest branch being 
the. left or south one; along whicb Fitzpatrick and Cooly were 
locaitQd,'With others. /Cooly's hammock, on the right side of this 
bra^ncb, is good land. The l^ft side of this five mile stretch of. 
N-ew river is bordered by salt-marsh land, from one quarter to three- 
q^pipters.of a; mile widie* This land is worth an examination^ as it 
is said to be rich. T^e pine woods are covered with, the saw 
palmetto, and contain many ponds, low grounds, in whichthe water, 
during the wetseasons^ collects. In. all tbe i^tream»emiaiiatiDg from 
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the Ever Glades, from Jupiter ^o the Miamij rapids are found near 
their junction with the Glades. These rapids are nothing more 
than watery running at about seven knots, in wet seasons over the 
elevated ledges of^rocks, which there form the bottom, and are 
about from nine to twenty-eight inches deep. The land in the 
cypress swamps here appears to be neither rich, nor deep.; being, 
Apparently, but pure silex, with an admixture of sediment. The 
good land of all this country, on the east side of the Glades, (the 
west shdres have never been examined,) that which is always above 
water, and such as would invite the cultivator, from Jupiter to Key 
Biscayno bay, lie^ in small bodies, and is in small proportion to 
the poor land. A few good spots are, found at the hunting ground,^ 
twelve miles below the Miaihi. It is a rery easy matter to go from 
Kew river to the MiaBtii, and thence to Shaik river, on the west 
coast, throiigh the Glades. An Indian may be procured at Fort 
Brooke, Chicoy who can be relied on, for a small reward. But 
little fish or game can be found in the Glades, and no Indians live 
th^re. " ■■ '', ■ ' ■■ '- "'' ■ 

Whether ibfiii'd pblicy and. expediency, keeping in view the ex-, 
pense and tt'e lands tobe' reclaimed, dictate the attempt to drain 
these Ever Glades; andi yfeetber it be possible to ,acc6mplish it, to 
any considerable extent, are questions which a careful examination 
of the lands and streams,^ a knowledge of the quantity of water 
falling, per annum, and a connected system of levels, can only adjust 
or solve, t am nOt competent to express a;valuable opinioii; but I 
tave been in the Glades and about them, from Jupiter to the Miami, 
much. I have ate of it^ fish, dranl^ of its waters, smelt of its snakes 
and alligatbrs, and waded through its miid to my middle for weeks, 
and am au. fait uf on all these; besides possessing some little ac- 
quaintance with its musquitoes and' horse-flies, both of which can, 
be recommended. I have also, together with a friend, taken sound- 
ings witji poles, marked for the purpose, from our boats, for miles 
and miles; all Of which labor might as well have been expanded in 
surveying themoon. Doctor Lightner,,my friend, was engaged in the 
botany of Flbrida, (a fertile field,) and was also anxious to establish 
or refute the practicabilitj' (not the policy) of draining the Glades. 
My own impression is, that large tracts t/f tl^e' Gladys are fully as 
low as the adjoining sea. and can never b*^ drained; that some lands 
arpun'd the margins may be recajimed b^ dfainage or by dyking, but 
that it will be found wholly out of 'the question to drain all the Ever 
Glade?. As the country now'is, healthy and mild, with its good 
l^nds in smalll parcels, with water at hand anywhere for irrigation, 
I think it offers inducements to small capitalists, men with from 
one tb ten hands, to go thete 'and raise fVuits. Fruit will grow 
well there. 

S. R. M. 
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No. 12. ' ^ 

Ever Gladzs,'— MS. of J oh7i Lee Williams] Esq^ 

The Pay-hah-o-kee, or Grass- water, extends from 25° 36' nearly 
to the 27** of north latitude, or about one hundred and twenty to 
one hundred and thirty miles long, and seventy miles at its widest 
part. It is bounded on the south by large islands which separate 
it; from the Florida Key^; on the west by small islands and the 
Big Cypress swamp; on the north by pine islands and the Locha- 
hachee swamp; and on rthe cast by large islands which separate it 
from the Atlantic. It is a large basin of water sprinkled with 
sjoaalj islets, overgrown with saw -grass from faur to six feet high^ 
The average depth of water is fromtwotp four feet, but cut up 
with many meandering channels ot opieh. water, sothetimes not 
more than one foot wide, and in othe;^^ p]aces' spreading, into stnall 
ponds. In these channels have been discovered deep round holes 

ese are springs or sink-holes is un- 
und With fish and turtle,^ and sonie- 
haunted by^tbe Manatee or sea-cow, 
al. One of these animals was taken 
iigned eight or nine hundred pounds^ 
of an inch thick. They yield a large 
heir bones are an excellent substitute 
5 are bas^d upon the soft limestone 
described as the substratum of the 
1 ^bove the tii^e has not yet been ac- 
ed to be full twenty feet* The grass 
to prevent the passage of qanoes or 
>wever, the grass i^ much more sparse, 
ttle above the. level of* the water; but 
three feet high, with a soil as rich 
Others are nxqre sandy. The princi- 
islands is live-oak, wild fig/papaya, 
y festooned* with a great variety of 
urrounded with d^nse grass circleif; 
red yards wide. Boats can only ap- 
bis ( "e. A circle of mangroves is 
ss. ^ Indians cultivate the inside 

a b( r of live-oak and wild figj 
ees. he wild fig is, by the Span- 
Ittje about the size' of a kernel of 
re. *** their fields ttcy plant corn,, 
lelons, and lima beans in abundance. 
Cocofinuts, plantains, bananas, and sweet potatoes, are found on 
some of the islands. It is very probable that coffee would grow 
here, as frost never reaches these islands. Chittb-tus-te-nug-gee, 
or Snake-warrior, *****♦**• took possession of 
an island about twenty miles west of Little river; had procured to 
be cleared about twenty acres of first rate land; built upon it two 
small towns, and drew to it, from Sam Jones's men, near sixty in- 
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Labitants. About three miles west of Chitto's island, is situated 
Tuscone's. It is inhabited, by an,Indian fj ~ " ) have erected 
a few houses and cultiyated some sqiall f ^rn ^nd cane. 

The island, cultivated and usually inhabite< ones^ is about 

twenty miles west of Tuscone's. It i^. abi mile long, butj 

not quite so wide. It had three .villagei pany hunting 

grounds. Attached to thisarp many small all cultivated^ 

for provisions, but no houses. Narrow c * water separ*-! 

1 ate them from each other. The old chi( to have here 

«ev(Bnty warriors; many of them with families. Most of these 
islands swarm with fleas, cock-roaches, and mosquitoes. A great 
many islands were found near there highly cultivated; but it is not 
probable that one-tenth part of Uhe islands have'ever been visited 
by the whites. On the southern route from the Miami river, and 
about fqi^y mil^s^ from -that stri^am, there is a beautiful island c^Il^di 
Hocomothlacco. Around this island there is a circle of grass, or 
mud, four hundred yards wide. It is highly cultivated with pro- 
visions. , Seven miles north and northwest of this lies Efanoc-co-qu- 
chee^; iThis.,is not cultivated, but has some cleared land on it. It 
is used as a kind of caravansera, or stopping place^ for boats on 
their route across tte Big Cypress. Six mile^ northwest is Co- 
chok-o-ne-hajo. ,This island is cleared and cultivated. (It is 
near the center, of the Glades. Six miles farther is In-tas-kee. a 
large island inh^abited and richly cultivated. From this island the 
<nirrent passes to the east; after psis^ing it, the current sets to the 
southwest. Thi/5 circum^^tance gives credence to a statement made 
by a respectable gentletnan who resides near the 1 
Glades, and who has often visited them. He states 
from the c^ntet of the Ever Glades, there is an iw 
rising from the earth, covering an extent of sevet 
throwing up a large quantity* of \^ater with great f( 
plying thp Ever Gfadi^s'with all the water flowing i 
This i^ rendered somewhat probable, as the lake C 
ceives two large rivers, (the Kis-sim-mee and Thl( 
hachee,) without any apparent outlet. The northea 
Ever Glades terminates in the Locha-hachee swamp. 



No. 13. 

- Big Cypbess.— JIfiS. of John Lee Williams^ Esq. ' 

The Big Cypress is a part of the Ever Glades grown up to tim-^ . 
her land from the natural decay of vegetable matter. Iii passing* 
west from the Ever Glades, for several miles, the graiss is unmixted 
with bushes or water. The tall grass grows from mud, which be^- 
con^es more firm as you proceed. Then comes clumps of bushes^, 
and clusters of cypress trees, which increase in size as you proceed 
west and north, Until the swamp becomes a dense forest of large trees 
encircled with vines. This swamp extends thirty miles each way. 
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Here are scattered islands of hard ground, two feet above the 
waters of the swamps dbvere'd with hard timber and vines, of vari- 
ous descriptions, among which wind lagoons of clear water. These 
are drained by numerous small streams which pass under the man- 
grove bushes into the gulf. Among these islands, Sam Jones and 
the IVophet, as well as many of the Spanish Indians, hav6 formed 
fields and villages, which wefe thought to be inaccessible to white 
men, until Colonel Belknap explored their haunts, and broke up 
their settlements. 



No. 14. 



Letter from Captain J. T. Sprague^ United States j9riny^ to 

B. Smithj esq, 

' Fort Brook, FlqiIid^^ 

December 4, 18:17. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter of 
October 10th, from Tallahassee* . . 

, I regret it is not in my ^ower to give satisfactory ans^rers. to 
your various inquiries in relation to the Eyer Glides and the sur- 
rounding country. During tl^e campaign there iii |i841^nd 1842,1 
collected many facts from observatiop an^ experience, but, up,on, 
leaving St. Augustine, destroyed memorandums and notes, which I 
then .thought would be of no use, as too cumbeVsome to. be, trans- 
ported, through the country, and to follow me in. my yarious duties 
ajnd changes of station. As the result of your investigation i^ to 
be embodied in a report, it is o/ the first importance tjat wfiat is 
stated should be based upon Accurate scientific data, Qon§,e'quently, 
I am .unable to impart such information as. would just^fj its eiff- 
bodin^ient in an official report. ; .^, , . v / 

.. I hfive.no knowledge of any representation which Gemeral Worth 
made to th^ department upon tbe subject. 

A work is being published by D. Appleton & Co., New York,v 
entitled the " Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida 
war." In this there are a large number of reports made by army 
and navy officers during the operations in that quarter, and I have 
no doubt you would there find much available information. 

Had I the data, I should take great plea^sure.in ar^swering your 
inquiries, as it was a section of country peculiarly interesting, 
causing much speculation and many discussions ai;nong the officers 
engaged there. r . * • 

I never supposed the country would excite an inquiry, other than 
a$ a hiding place for Indians, and, had it occurred to me that so 
great an undertaking, one so utterly impracticable, as draining the 
Ever (jrlades was to be discussed, I should not have destroyed the 
scratch of a pen upon a subject so fruitful, and which cannot be 
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Tiadefstood but by those who have .wad^d the water belly deep,, 
and e;Kamined carefully the western coast by land and by water. ; 
Very truly ai^d respectfujly, your obedient servant, 

J. T. SPRAGUE.v! 
To B. Smith, Esq., 

Si. Augustine. 



\ 



No. 15. ,■•, ,' ■ • 

Extract from a letter from JR. R. Sewallytsq.^ to B. Simth, e^q^ 



St. -/luGUSTiNE, MarcA) ^848. 

Dear sir: After about an hours' run I discovered the "Black 
rocks/'— 'Conspicuous land marks on the sound Shore of St. Luoie^ 
and^ about the same time, directly undei right borw, the breakers bf 
a reef of sunken rocks, half a mile distant, running parallel with 
the edast^ with a patssage between. This line of breaker's furro'^ed 
the sea with foam, southward, as far as the eye could reach. ' - 

We ran in as. near to 'the breakers as was prudent, and sailed 
along the outer edge of the surf< some twenty-six miles, when from 
the appearance and the low lay of the land opening through a dense 
growth of vegetjation, we judged there must b^ an entrance land- 
ward. Almogt immediately afterward, I perceived an expanse K)f 
water winding through the green foliage of the trees, oter the table 
land, toward the sea, sLnd. at, apparently, a considerable elevation^ 
as viewed from the level of the sea. We stood in for this opening, 
crossing the surf over the reef, and, all sail being set, we shot 
apross the breakers, grinding the shells a little, without damage or 
delay. 

On n^ating the shore we found a circuitous paqsage around the 
extreme southern poiAt of Hutchinson^s island, between it and si 
middle ground of quick sand, through which the water rushed 
with a iorce sufficient. to turn a mill. The passage wab shallow.^ 
i^The water set through with such power that we found it impossible 
to aake our way into the river through it. ^ We theriefoTe anchored 
waiting the return of the tide. . . 

I then landed to explore the waters above, and ascertain the en- 
tuance/into St. Lucie sourid, if any could* be found. ' To my sur- 
prise the river, or inlet^ opened by a straight channel int<^ the sea, ^' 
to the southward about a half a mile distant, and near one fourth' 
of a mile wide, thtough which a vast body of water discharged 
itself into the ocean, with a deep and rapid current. This I ascer- 
tained to be the true and natural outlet of the St. Lucie river. Its 
mouth opens by a straight course around the extreme southern point 
of the reef of breakers, over which we had crossed into the false 
har of an arm of the river, which, by the way, is fast filling up 
with sand. 
! The true entrance of the St. Lucie, is into a small, deep, and 
beautiful bay, formed by a. curve in the horthern extremity of Go- 
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mez island. This bay is a perfect crescent ^ into the northern horn 
of which tb^ reef described above enters by a southeasterly course, 
which thus slightly protects the etfttance by breaking the force of 
the sea from the northeast. The true entrance of this river seemed 
to be deep and navigable for large sized coasting vessels. At half 
tide, which rises some four feet, no breakers were on the bar, nor 
was there any surf except what the^current of the water created, 
or might have done. I did not sound it out as I had not the pro- 
per (neans for so doing. Having thoroughly explored the channels 
leading up into the sound, we set sail, and without delay or diffi- 
culty, carrying from 6 to 12 feet water, we entered the sound with 
iByihg: colors, sbpposing We weVe the first sailing Vessel which had 
ever threaded the intricacies of St. Lucie sound from the sea. 

On o^eiiing into the sound, the landscape was enchantingly wild 
andv^i^tucesque, diversified with islands of m^angrov^ and rolling 
bluifffishow, covered with, dense: groves of : towering palmetto and 
oak;^i « My I eyes, harve looked on. nothing jcomparahle with it in this 
saiMbberniicoHatjgr. .. :, . ^ i ^ 

The St. . L^cie, from its? 'junction with Jupiter narrows, by a 
straight, deep, and rapid channel, empties itself iato S>t. Lucie ba;^. 
At the |>oint of the junction of the narrows of St. Lucie, it im- 
mediately widens into a considerable expanse, interspersed with 
two o;r thi'ee lai'ge mangrove4'slahds, ancound and through which the 
waters of< the river have ploughed diflfferent chanilBls; ; 

r The 'main channel winds along .the south shore, and it is some- 
what ^obstructed by old mangrove snags, around which sand is apt 
to accumulate in small shoals/ but which might easily be removed, 
when it would be dear. 

The body of water is very, great which flows through this outlet 
into the sea with great rapidiiy, and which returns with a strong 
flood for a short distance. At the entrance of the sound there is 
aaammediate expansion of water, miLes in extent, over flats and 
shoals, intersected 'with a main and several smaller channels; There 
are a few .mangrove islands covered wiiL dense: grdvcs of large 
trees, which are perfect rookeries for various species of fowl. 

The St. Lucie river, which* enters the sound on. the-northwest y 
side, i$ a very deep, broad stream, flowing with a sluggish current 
into the sound, whose waters are backed up behind the coast by 
that low strip of sand, kno'wn as Hutchinson's island, and which 
foifiO St. Lucie sound, a^body of water 30. miles long aiid from 3 to 
5, broad, across the. lower extremity of whiph the river forces its , 
way into the ocean, nearly opposite wheife it enters tfce sound, in 
about 27, 15, N. L. The St. Lucie river is a noble body of water, 
as wide as. the St. John's belo'w Jacksonville, and very deep. It 
seetns to fall ovef a plain of .flight inclination till it reaches the 
'level of the sound, and then by a second and' more rapid descent, 
till it falls into the sea* The hanks on its north shore are precipi- 
tous. The water is bold, and the shore is lined with a hard species 
of sandstone and shell. It is' of a firmer texture than the common 
coquinay and is of an earlier formation. A vessel of an hundred 
tons can lie alongside the shore and load, or discharge, by awheel* 
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ing planji. ThiB Imok/ is covered with a dense growth of -tropical 
trees, some of which are larger thaa I ever saw before, which for 
high rolling shell and sand soil, in that arid latitude, is siogulan. 

The sound is bounded on the east by low but densely wooded 
inangrove shores, and on the west by a high rolling ridge, or bluff, 
fringed with a rocky border, out of which babble numerous ^tream- 
lets^and springs of freshwater. Along this ridge the settlers have 
opened their clearings amid ^groves of oak, palmetto, and satin 
wood, which they have adorned with that primitive shelter from 
' wii\d /and weather, the "log cabin." They have settled on the 
\ northern rustic plan of small farms. The soil is grey shell and 
and sand, with vegetable loam. The growth upon it is dense and 
vigorous. The settlers are engaged in the culture of tropical fruits, 
and in the turtle fishery. All are endeavoring to get in pine-apple 

Slants, as these promise to do Weth There will be grown several 
undred during the ensuing season. There were some thirty or 
forty grown the last Summer. I* saw the plants growing, also the 
cocoa nut tree, the guava, lemon, lime, orange, &c. I ate of the 
fruit of the banana grown there. I saw the tamarind tree also 
growing in the open air. The pawpaw grows wild, and the impor- 
ted West India spepies, grows well. 

The growth of tropical fruits and plants is no, longer an experi- 
ment. The Sis^l ^le^mp plant is foupd wild. Sugar cane matures 
and tassels like corn, s^ yard long. T,h.e juiqes are fine, and full of 
saccharine matter of good quality, if < I. may judge of the syrup 
manufactured ther,e from ^ it. It is -altogether the most interesting 
section of the south, in my opinion; and a little fostering of gov- 
ernment in the way of affording communications ajqng the coast, 
and in, introflucing jfrojn tropical countries i:i^|ind r^re seed aqd. 
plants, will soon make it a populous and thrifty regi9Ja. Why 
cannot a. cutter be ordered to th<e Bahamas, t^ bringin .the^re a sup- 
ply of fresh plants of the pi^e-apple. 

In respect to your question as to a former town? I have to ansiwer 
that I saw no ruins. The region has the appearance qf having 
been formerly settled and cultivated. The growth is not I believe 
the original. There is said to be a field, of the chptcobtte cocoa now 
growing there. There are appearance of ancient plantaitions or 
^fields. But my exploration w^s not extensive enough to discover 
what you h^tve filluded to, if there were ri^ins still to be found. 
St. Luqie point is the natqr^J sjite of a town, which will be again 
so occupied when the country shall be settled up;. A most delight- 
ful site it is, something ;lik,e Savannah bluff. This is the terminal 
point of East Florida n^ain, and it is the nearest poiQt for commer- 
cial intercourse, across the peninsuja, with the gulf, through lake 
Okechobee and Caloosahatchee river, which now, forms a .water 
communication between the lake and the gulf of Mexico, and 
20 or 30 miles of rail-road or canal to the head waters of St. Lucie 
will unite the gulf and the Atlantic. Nature ha9 already, through 
the Caioosahatchee, accomplished two thirds of a water communi- 
cation. What an enterprize of profit and interest, to open here 
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"by a straight course, a channel for ti'aXkl ^b^Wirtdi- the dkngers of 
the Teefs of th^ Florida archipelsigo might be'avolded. 
ft, I should have been pleStsed to make a thorough exploration of 
thi« country to lake Okeechobfee, and I have no doubt but that 
reseifvoir of waters maybe diminished by a connexion with the sea, 
through the St. Luci« tiver, and foV reasons "which' are to my mind 
•satisfactory, inasmuch as the level of the water Of the ocean, at 
this point, it is not only below that of the like, but below that 
of the gulf on the opposite side: - ^ ' "' • ' 

i R. R. SEWALL. 

To B. SMt^CH, Esq.- - * ' 



Nffvie. 



Letter, from George Mu^kayy. esq.y United^ States surveyor j to 
. y JB. Smithy, esq. , ■ t 

^ / / i . . . * JFwRiDA, Decembtr 6 y 18^7, 

Sir: In compliance with your request, to furnish you witt sucli 
data as I may possess in relation to the practicability of^ draining 
the Ever Glades of Florida, I tnust refer y<i\i fo other communica- 
tions that I hav^ made on^the subject, and can only say that, with- 
out a proper survey or examination, no certainty can bearrived at 
.as to the extent of the fall of water, or the feasibility of effective 
reclamation. 

Although I executedthe public surveys^ upon the eastern margin 
of these Glades, and extended the township lines into them every 
six miles, for nearly a hundred niil.es, yet so different were the ob- 
servations and conclusions attending the termination of each of 
these lines, it was with mueh difficulty, and, indeed, not until I 
had completed the whole survey, that I formed an opinion that a 
large portion of them might be drained. They may be divided into 
north and south Ever Glades, distinctive in their general character, 
as may be readily discovered in traversing their rim or shore. In 
the region southwest of the head currents of the Miami river, when 
the rainy season had made the water stiperabundant, I observeii^ 
that there were currents and counter-currents running in every di- 
rection, frequently quite rapid, and in the dry season I found that 
the course of these currents was owing' to numerous rock basins, 
in many instances perforated Mrith holes in the bottom like a cul- 
lender, into which these currents poured at^d disappeared; and in 
the pine woods, between these Glades and the Bay Biscayne, may 
often be heard the rippling sound of running water, and frequently, 
in the fissures of the rock, it may be seen at frorti six to eight feet 
below the general surface of the ground; and there are springs in 
the midst of^the bay, where, by very indifferent means to shut out 
the salt water, pure fresh water has been raised three or four feet 
above the surface of the ocean; taken in' connexion with the fills 
of the Miami river, which came under your immediate observation, 
together with the facts of the difference of elevation between the 
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Gulf of Mexico aiid the Giilf of Florida, and thai there are large 
rivers runninj:^ into both gulfs, and that the waters generally, in the 
Glades do not* rise above twenty inches, no reasonable man can 
doubt a considejrable fall of water to the opean. Passing frpm these 
southera fcrlades, which have generally a rocky surface or founda- 
tion, to t]ie head, currents of New ri ' > extending 
to the WjB3.tward, covered with a vari y their con- 
tinuous succession, seem to be a sort linus of th^ 
rycky Gla^des. Here begin the grove a tl^e.riip or 
\ rnaVgia, and a' more general uniforu pd depth' iff 
-water througl^but. H,ere also begini i of reg^laf 
channels, which see'm to have been r confluenci^ 
-with the ocean \fty the pypress groves and fpxm^ng 
an impassabj^ dai;a;jK>)r' several miles.' 

Inhere is a point in this region which ^ppeaj^s^tp have been, one 
of the main outlets of the basin, which must have commenced dam- 
ming some centuries ago, and by a succession of rains and droughts, 
so filled it up with decayed vegetation, that whenever the water 
rises above a certain height, itTusb^ through the cypress, or falls, 
generally, over the margin like a flowing bowl, and passes, byway 
of tb^ lagoons,> to th^ sea^. Thi^ . is,,|>drhaps, .the most interesting 
point that I can bring to your notice. »A broad channel, about IJ 
of a mile wide, with fresh-water grass, evidently filling up, con^- 
mejices directly uadexneath/ this cypress dam, and has its outlet 
into Hillsborough and New river lago 
cfeek, and still further north,, the pine 
are more intimately associated for seve 
again commences, and cbntinues, witl 
exception, to the Okechobee. This 
considerable niagnitude, communicati 
Worth, but now grown up with cypiei 
yet thewaters'seem still to find sorne p 
is fresh water, extending along parallel 
points not more than thirty yards dists 
the Eb-ten-e-hatch-ee and Jupiter bay. 

I was forcibly impressed with the peculiarity of 

f;lades — a vast rock of interstices and partitions son 
dvm ot a honey-comb — the interstices or cells filled ^ 
grass, or water, are barren, and varying from one a 
thousand acres or more, the partiti ig from 

one mile wide, barren, with islands , traveri 

noes in high wateri and upon horse low wat 

presenting the most romantic view c rairie ar 

gems of islands of rare timber and s 

Very little can' be known of the iades. They'ar'e uni- 

formly saw-grass; it is impossible i ate them with canoes 

in high water, and in low water, the^ „. ^ ^^ generally boggy, it is 
impossible to explbr£f'them on foot. They are universally bespan- 
gled with myrtle and willow and coesplum clumps of bushes. 
On the subject of the settlement of the islands of the Ever 
, Glades, I saw nothing that indicated civilization, excepting upon a 
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small island at t^e head of the Miami river, where are to be seen 
the fallep walls of ^ stone building, broken earthenWare, and bot- 
tles of a shape I have never before seen, and of an age I will not 
venture to determine. 

If the foregoing can be of any service to you, 1 shall be grati- 
fied. I have endeavored to take as general a view as the informa- 
tion I possess will admit. Taking into consideration the many 
millions of acres included in the basin, and the probability that the 
islands, at least, can be perfectly reclaimed, and the productions of 
a tropical climate encouraged, upon your report and the report of 
those that have preceded you, the governme^nt will, at Yeast, deem 
it of suflScient importance to warrant a cpm^plete hydrographical 
and agricultural stiryey. ' , 

lam, sir^ very resii^ctfally, your obedient servant, 

' GEOIiGE;MACKAY, 

BuCfclNOHAM SklTH, ESq. 



No. 17. 



Litter from Major W. H. Chase ^ U. S. jf., corps ■ of engineers ^ to 

Hon. J. D. Westeott. i ' 

^ * Washingtoit, •^ttg'tt*/, 1848. 

) read the letters and m^mor^nda which you 
ting to' the Ever Glade^ of Florida.^ 
eed by engineers, surveyors, and' other ob- 
be interesting to those who have given 

^ese are almost unanimous as to th?e practi- 
is portion of Florida. By taking these 
ing to them mj own observations rpiade at 
er, I cannot fail to arrive at the conclusion 
;e, adopted after a careful survey had beea 
)uld result in reclaiming, perhaps, one mil- 
)art of which would bp suit^able to the cul- 
reat staples of cotton, sugax, rice, and t6>^ 
oflfee, and certainly pf most of thc^ tropical 

• 
a single line of 1/eveIs run by Capt. Vinton, 
i measurement on this score has been made; 
le basin above the Atlantic, expressed in the 
itirely conjectural, 
levels, however, run by Captain Vinton, (showing the 
he Glades to be some 10 fqet or more, higher than the 
ingly coincident with the opinions expressed by the 
rs on the subject, atfording, in. this way, much en- 
for the prosecution of systen^atfic surveys, by, ^ which 
be brought out. 
well here upoA the gr^at advantages that would ac- 
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^ruc to the United States in general, and to the State of Florida 
-especially, if the drainage of the Ever Glades could be effected; 
and I will content myself by saying that the strategic positions in 
the Florida straits would be relieved at once of the only disadvan- 
tage they labor undei:, could the southern .portion of Florida be 
Nbrouojht within the pale of cultivation; for ample supplies of every 
possible description, required for the food of an army, would then 
oe drawn thence without hindrance from an enemy. ' 

The ownership of this large extent of country is now in the In- 
dian tribes inhabiting it under the tutelage of the United States. 

The question is, whether, as the owner or guardian of these and 
other lands, the government of the United States would depart 
from the policy hitherto pursued by it, ?nd engas;e in a system of 
:im|)rovement of the public domain, in which the Ever Glades would 
be included. I think the answer to this question is an easy one, ta 
wit: that the almost indefinite cost to which such improvement 
might be carried, if once commenced, would forbid the idea of the 
'government's engaging in it. 

Failing, then, the action of the United States in the premises, 
the large extent of land embraced by the Ever Glades, as well as 
that embraced by the annual overflow of the Mississippi and its 
tributaries, must forever remain a wilderness, unless a new dispo- 
isition is made. What better disposition could be made than by^ 
ceding these lands to the States embracing themi What would be' 
■^he result (supposing always the Indian title extinguished) of such 
«. cession? The States, being directly interested in these lands^ 
would set about surveys of the same; and, guided by a prudent 
■foresight, would engage in improvements, if the result of the sur- 
"Teys justified it. The States would probably pursue the same 
•course, in this respect, as is followed by North Carolina towards 
its considerable landed domain. 

In the event of success, whilst the States in ^ivhich the land layy 
'would be amply remunerated, the United States would be doubly^ 
^50 by increased productions, not only in quantity, but variety. 
Indeed^ it might then be claimed that nothing that any other climate 
^produced could not he produced within the limits of *^ the present 
" United States:^ 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. CHASE. 

The Hon. J*. D. Westoott, 

Of the United States Senat$^ Washington. 
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^ No. 18. 

Letter fnm Han, J. D. Westcott to Secretary of the Treasury. 

Washington, May 11, 1847. 

Sia: Referring to the conversations I Have had with you, and' 
the letters I have written on the subject of measures being adopted 
T)y the government to reclaim the vast quantity of valuaoU lands^ 
on the peninsula of Florida, called the " Ever Glades," now sub- 
merged by fresh water, I will recapitulate my views as to the in- 
cipient steps advisable to be taken. You have the opinions of that 
intelligent and able gentlems^Q) ai^d practical engineer. Gen. Gads- 
deq, in a letter addressed to you at my request. He has promised 
to give them more particularly and in detail. This subject has,, 
since 1322, attracted no little attention in Florida. 'Years before 
the cession the project, was partially attempted by the Spaniards,^ 
"but was not earned out, because those who undertook it were not 
competent tp the task. ^ General Charles F. Mercer, of Virginia,. 
«ome years ago examined tlie subject, and wrote an elaborate essay 
for the public prints, setting forth the advantages of the measure 
tp the country. Petitions have been repeatedly proposed to our 
Ipqal legislature for its^aid, and it has more than once passed reso- 
lutions invoking the action of the general government to effect the- 
reclaiming of those lands. I have before enclosed to you a printed 
copy, as laid before Congress, of those adopted at a recent session. 
Th^ project has been favorably referred to in more than one ofBciaF 
report of United States officers on duty in Florida. General Gads- 
den, more than twenty years ago, noticed it approvingly. General 
"Worth, or the late Lieutenant Blake, topographical engineer, and 
others of high reputation, have, I believe, called the attention or 
tjie governmept to it in official correspondence or reports. I have 
caused maps and plats^ exhibiting the general character of that 
xegioiii and of the face of the country, to be submitted to yom, from< 
wpich you can, I thipk, form a pretty safe opinion of the practica- 
bility of theplap proposed* I am no engineer — know but little oV 
such matters, but any man can venture to decide that if, as is al- 
leged, the waters in the gulf or straits of Florida opposite the- v 
EveiP^]^d?s/»reT|i€j^e 6, 7, or 8, and perhaps 10 feet, helow the- , 
waters in the Glades, and that the genital depth of ^he waters in^ 
the Glades, when there is no fteshet, is but from one to five feet,, 
except in channels and some deep ponds across the peninsula; and 
that the distance from the edge of the Glades to the shores of the* 
Florida straits is in many places less than six miles; and that tj^e- 
actual distance to the heads of several navigable streams emptying: 
into the straits is not more than a mile; and that the narrow ridge 
which separates them from the waters of the Giades is of soft coral 
Tock, requiring excavation, easily made, of but ten or twelve feet 
at most to unite the fresh and salt waters, and drain the lands iiL 
the Glades, the scheme is feasible and without very great risk. 
What would be the value of the mow subaqueous lands, reclaimeife 
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l)y such work, I vfill not pretend to say. Of course it would de- 
pend on their quality. As to this, I rely greatly on the representa- 
tions of the Hon. John P. Baldwin, Colonel Wm- F. English, Col- 
onel Richard Fitzpatrick, and George McKay, esq., itllof w^om 
have resided in their vicinity, and who h?ive repeatedly informed 
me that many of them would oe the best sugar and rice lands in the 
United States. I believe they would, at all events, give us the de- 
sideratum of lands that could enable us to rear the tropical fruits 
i we now import from Cuba and the West Indies, even if not suffi- 
\ ciently fertile for, or adapted to^ rice or sugar. Their being re- 
claimed would also occasion settlements to be made at least on 
some of them, and it is imporjtaat for the country that South 
Florida shoul : be densely populated. All the gentlemen I havi& 
last above named are of the highest respectability and intelligence, 
and Mr. McKay is an United States surveyor, who surveyed most 
of the contiguous coast of the Atlantic or straits, and up to thei mar* 
gin or ^* rim of the basin^^ of t^e Glades. Doubtless, on draining 
the vast lake, called the £!ver Glades — nearly ninety miles in 
length, and from fifty to seventy in breadth — interspersed with 
islands, and what are now bogs or morasses, there would be left 
rivers and channels running through it, and some of the spongy 
morasses might be irreclaimable for any valuable purpose for years 
hence. Dottbtless, too, the sudden exposure of such a vast extent 
of soil, so long covered with fresh water, to the action of an almost 
vertical sun, and the immense quantity of dead fish and vegetable 
substances thereby exposed to decomposition upon it, might occa- 
sion temporary pestilence in its neighborhood, but it would proba* 
bly not extend beyond one season, and could be guarded against;, 
and this, in fact, furnishes a reason why the work should be done 
before many settlements are made on the coast. The quantity of 
lands that would probably be reclaimed has been variously esti- 
mated from one to two or even three millions of a.cres, and indeed 
more. J do not consider it practicable to estipiate it at anything 
like certainty. 

The waters in the Gulf of Mexico opposite the Glades are said 
to be considerably below those in the Glades, but not so much as 
^ the waters of the straits. It is also said they sometimes mingle 
through the lagoons and creeks in the bayous aad coves above 
Cape Sable and below the northwest point of Charlotte harbor. If 
80, it is not a chimerical idea to anticipate a cut from the gulf to 
the Glades would effect a channel, for at least small coasting ves- 
sels and steamboats, through that part of the peninsula at compar- 
atively small expense; and it is not improbable that passes on the 
gulf coast may have te be stopped, and the shore in some pUee» 
Jeveedf to promote this object, and aid in the keeping such channel 
open. 

A rough general estimate of all the expense of the proposed mea- 
sure, made by persons more competent than I am, is, that ^O^OOO^ 
at the outside, would effect the draining of the land^, by '^ knock* 
ing out the heads of a few rivers^" near the 01adeS|that empty int» 
^e straits; and if even 500,000 acres (about twenty -five toiNuUfei 
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or thirty miles square of land only) was reclaimed, it would more 
than double, treble, or quadruple the expense. I' may be wrong 
in all these anticipations, but I think they are correct. It can be 
no possible advantage for me to have this measure adopted if un- 
wise, and especially by any misrepresentations to the government; 
and, on the contrary, if it fails from impracticability, I shall meet 
with ridicule for proposing and urging it; and, if I could know- 
ingly deceive the government to effect it, I should, and justly, 
meet with censure. 

Now, sir, under this responsibility I do not hesitate to say that 
I regard it important that this work should be undertaken and 
completed as soon as possible. It is decidedly advisable that fhe 
government should satisfy itself, send an agent to make a recon- 
naissance of these lands, and make report as to the probable prac- 
ticability of the work, to be laid before Congress at its next ses- 
sion. I do not hesitate to say, that for this agency I should have 
preferred an intelligent and influential citizen, not a Floridian, 
whose testimony could be relied on as disinterested and impartial, 
who would not be suspected of having any views of speculationy 
or of being influenced by local interests, and who would have aided 
in furthering the measure before Congress; but as you regard it as 
well to select a Floridian, I will, as you have intimated, name to 
you several gentlemen, the appointment of either of whom will 
be creditable to the government. They are all firm friends of the 
administration. All of them, except Colonel Whitner, have re- 
peatedly been members of our local legislature; and the two first 
named, speakers of the popular branch. Buckingham Smith, esq., 
of St. Augustine, Isaac Ferguson, jr., esq., or General Abraham 
K. Allison, of Quincy, Colonel Robert J. Floyd, of Apalachicola, 
or Hon. Hugh Archer, or Colonel B. F. Whitner, of Tallahassee, 
are gentlemen, any one of whom I can recommend as above. 

The agent can be appointed to examine the land offices at St. 
Augustine, at Newnansville, and at Tallahassee, under the 14th 
section of the act of March 20, 1804, or under the sub-treasury 
act, as the ostensible duty; and, in addition to his ordinary instruc- 
tions as to such duty, he can be instructed to perform the service 
of examining these lands, tc, if he accepts the appointment^ and 
without additional pay. There are no means of conveyance to the 
Ever Glades from the upper country that can be relied on. It is 
generally uoater conveyance; consequently, a cotter or other small 
public ressel should be sent for the agent — if from the Gulf of 
Mexico to St. Marks, and if from the Atlantic side to St. Augus- 
tine — to be at the paint by 15th or 20th June proximo, and to be 
instructed to proceed with the agent, and some two or three citi- 
zens he may invite to assist him 'in his explorations, and I doubt 
not several would embrace the opportunity, and, if I could pos- 
do so, it would be agreeable to me to accompany him to the Ever 
Glades. If the vessel sails from St. Marks, he will go to the 
south part of the peninsula, antl tarry till the examination is made, 
and go from thence to St. Augustine. If she sails in the first 
place from St. Augustine, she will go down to Cape Florida to 
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make the examination, and from thence to St. Marks. The ex- 
ploration will probably take 30 days from the first to the last port. 
The captain should be instructed to aid in the explorations^ and to 
yield his boats and hands to assist the agents. 

The agent should be instructed to ascertain the level of the re- 
spective waters of the Glades; of the gulf or straits of Florida 
opposite them, and of the Gulf of Mexico opposite to them, as 
nearly as practicable; the mean depth of the water on the lands 
how submerged in the Olades; the graduations at different seasons; 
the probable quantity and the character ahd quality and value of 
the lands that can probably be reclaimed; their locality^ the most 
practicable mode of reclaiming them; and the expense, all with 
data^ and the information on which said data may be founded, to 
prove the correctness of his estimates; and likewise such other 
general information that may be useful to the government in act- 
ing on this subject, or otherwise in relation to that region of coun- 
try. I enclose to you three maps that I have h^d copied at your 
request, that should be sent to the agent to aid him, and, if it 
can be done, he should be loaned levelling and surveying instru- 
ments from this place. I have reiterated my suggestion to exam- 
ine all three of the land offices in Florida, as it will occasion no 
additional expense whatever, and as that duty should be performed 
as to those offices. If the vessel meets the agent at St. Marks, he 
can examine Tallahassee (only 23 miles off ) first before being car- 
ried down to and round the cape, and, after the reconnoissance of 
the Glades, she can go to St. Augustine, and be there discharged,and 
the agent can go to NewnansviTle (but two days ride) by land. If 
he is taken on board at St. Augustine, she can go round (stopping 
at Cape Florida and Key West, if need be,) and thence up lo St. 
Marks, and the agent after examining the office at Tallahassee can 
visit Newnansville on his way back by land to St. Augustine. 
Portions of the Ever Glades are in both of the districts of St. 
Augustine and Newnansville. I (eel, however, no anxiety respect- 
ing my suggestions being adopted) and will cheerfully yield them 
to any others deemed as good. AH I am anxious for, is to forward 
the measure. 

I deem it proper (and I take great pleasure in so doing) to ex- 
press my acknowledgments for the manifestations "by you in rela- 
tion to this subject of proper liberal feelings, and the display of 
an enlightened and patriotic forecast, and the more so, as I have 
not witnessed it in other quarters, as I expected, towards my State 
and with respect to her interests. 

I assure you of my high respect, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Je. 

Hon. R. J. Walker, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Ko. 19. 

Instructions to B. Smithy Esq. 

TbeASUHY D£1>ABTMENt, 

June 18, 1847. 

Sir: You are hereby designated^ under the eleventh section of 
the act of Congress of August 6, 1846, '^ providing for the bettet 
organization of the Treasury Department, and for the collection, 
safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public revetiue," 
an agent to examine the land offices at Tallahassee, Kewnan^vilie, 
and St. Augustine, in the State of Florida; said examination to be 
prosecuted and completed with all convenient despatch, and to be 
concluded before the first (Jay of November next^ and full report 
thereof made to this department. 

You will make a thorough examination of the records, books, 
files, accounts, and returns of the said offices above named, and of 
the moneys in the hands of the receivers respectively, and of the 
manner in which it is kept an4 protected, to the end that uniformi- 
ty and accuracy in the accounts, as well as the safety of the public 
moneys, may be secured thereby. 

To aid you in directing such examination, you will receive, here- 
with, a copy of said act of Congress, and of the circulars and in- 
. structions which have been issued to receivers under the same, and 
other official documents. 

Your compensation, while on this service, will be at the rate of 
six dollars per diem, and mileage at the rate of ten cents per mile, 
from your residence at St. Augustine to the land office at Talla- 
hassee, via Newnansville, Jand oack again. No allowance can be 
made, under the law, for any incidental expenses. The several 
land officers will afford you every facility in conducting said eic- 
amination, and in obtaining the requisite information to make your 
report, in all the particulars indicated herein, as complete and au- 
thentic as practicable, and will render you, also, their personal 
aid. You are also authorized to require from them such clerical 
assistance as may be in their offices, which you may deem neces- 
sary, and copies of any papers or maps that you may regard es- s^ 
sential. 

Connected with the service above mentioned, if you accept this 
agencyi it will be expected and required that, without any addi- 
tional compensation to that above specified, you will ascertain, as 
nearly as practicable, and make report to this department: 

1. The aggregate quantity of lands surveyed in each of the said 
districts, and a general designation of its location; aad such quan- 
tity yet unsurveyed, and such quantity deemed not worth survey- 
ing, or that it is at this time impracticable to survey, and the 
causes thereof. To procure this information, you may find it ne- 
cessary to api ly to the surveyor general of Florida, who will, 
upon your showing him this communication, aid you by furnishing 
all such data, copies of maps, &c., as his office contains, and a& 
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<Bift7 be dtemed necessary by you^ to fulfil any of the instfHctionr 
beteby given. 

2. You will ascertain tbe ^g^reg&te quantity of landt iiL eaeb dis- 
titct heretofore offered for sale, and a general designation- of its la* 
catioa; and the quantity deemed worthless, and which it is proba- 
ble will never be sold at the present minimtem legilf^rict. The 
estimates of the different officers you ^ill have made separaieLy, 
^nd you will make your own, correcting anything you may deem 
erroneous in the others. The estimates and opifiions of intelligeAt 
^tizens, if procured by you in writing, will bie regarded as eati* 
tied to consideration, and will be communicated by you with your 
report. 

3. You will report any other information that you may obtarUi 
with respect to the public lands in Florida, the measures that should 
be adopted to effect their profitable disposition, as directed by law^ 
>at an early period as is practicable, and as will be most beneficial 
t# the country; and also with respect to the various reservations o£ 
|>ublic lands, for public uses and purposes-, in the State of Floridai« 
JLI though data of an official character as to these subjects is to be^ 
Ipund in the archives here, from which estimates may be made, it 
is desirable, for greater certainty, to have information from other 
^sources, whether for confirmation,, or, if errors are found upon 
-comparison, for correction. 

4. Su,t the most important service expected of you is the prlOK 
curement of authentic information in relation to what are generally 
-called the "Ever Glades" on the peninsula of Florida. 

It has been represented to the department that there are seversrl 
^anillions^of acres of public lands in the vast lake called by that 
name, and which can be i;eclaimed and rendered valuable at an e^ 
rpense comparatively small with the advantages resulting from such 
^neasure^. It is represented that these lands can be drained by tW'O 
or three small canals, from the lake into the rivers opposite to it^ 
emptying into the Gulf of Mexico, and into the straits of Floridar. 
Copies of sundry communications to this department on this ob- 
ject are enclosed to you. They are for your own consideration, 
and to be returned to the department with your report. You will 
jplease give them an attentive perusal, with a view in your repott 
of correcting any errors of fact or opinion they may contain. The^ 
legislature of the State of Florida has, by resolution, asked the 
action of the federal governmeit in relation to draining these 
lands. This department is not in possession of any official informer 
tion in relation to them which would justify its recommendatioit 
of such measure; but the opinion is entertained, from the represent- 
tations made, that the measure is not only practicable, but would 
be beneficial to the public interests. The department relies upoa 
you to procure and furnish, in your report^ full information on thia 
subject. It is expected that you will visit personally, and make^e 
reconnoissance of that section of the peninsula. You are herewith 
furnished sundry maps, charts, &c., of portions of it, some of 
which, though not regarded as entirely correct, may still be o£ 
ijervice t» you. You are not expected to make a survey of the 
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country, either topographical or otherwise, but it it desired that: 
jrour reconnoissance should be as full and complete as practicable. 
' You caB doubtless (without sracertainment by instruments of the 
^ieveU) approximate to the relative elevation of the waters in the 
^rivers on the gulf and Atlantic coasts, opposite to the Ever Olades^. 
-with the waters in the Ever Qlades; and you can ascertain pretty 
-correctly the general depth of the water in the lake, and the pro- 
bable quantity of land that can be reclaimed by draining it by 
canals into those rivers. You can ascertain the opinions of intel- 
'iigent persons, and you can obtain data for the formation of your 
own opinion, as^tQ the quality of those lands so susceptible of beings 
jeclaimed, and their value, and their adaptation to the cultivation. 
of diflferent products. You will particularly specify those products^ 
This information will be important. You will examine personally,, 
af you can, the region where the proposed cuts will have to be 
made; state its character; geological formation; the probable length 
^nd breadth and depth of the proposed cuts or canals; the prooa- 
h\e excavation necessary, and also the character and anticipated 
expense and results of the work sought to be undertaken. Any in- 
formation that you ean obtain in writing, from intelligent citizens- 
acquainted wilrh this subject, you will communicate with your re- 
port; and you will seek from them facts and specific data showing 
the grounds of opinions that may be given. It is to these, rather 
4han mere opinions, that Congress and the department must look 
to justify action on any subject. 

You will report to this department such data as you may obtain 
in regard to the most proper place for the location of an additional 
land ioffice, towards the southern part of the peninsula of Florida^ 
if Congress should deem it advisable to provide therefor. 

Any information with respect to subjects under the control or 
supervision of this department, referred to in any of the enclosed 
•documents, you will give, if convenient, with your report, and 
jour suggestions will receive consideration. 

If you accept this agency, yon will advise the department there- 
of forthwith. If you decline it, please return the enclosed docu- 
ments by return mail. If you accept it, the department will en- 
deavor to furnish you with facilities for visiting the Ever Gladefl^ 
by water, and making the necessary examinations either by vessel 
tfrom St. Mark's or St. Augustine, as may be in its power, and I 
«hall be glad to hear from you as to which will be most convenient,, 
and as to your arrangements. As it is not certain that the depart- 
ment can have the choice of ports to send a vessel to, for your ser- 
•vice immediately, you will make such arrangements for both ports^ 
and inform the department thereof forthwith, so that no delay or 
^nbarrassment may arise whichever port is selected. 

You will carefully avoid in your examinations making any intru- 
sions upon the* Indian reservation, which might alarm the Indians^ 
and create excitement. 

The department relies with confidence on your impartail fulfil- 
ment of this service, free from any sectional or local predilections^^ 
mad that y^ur report will confirm the character for intelligence 
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las received im relation to yoii from your friends of different sec- 
tions of the Union. 

I an^ sir, rery respectfully, your obedient serrant, 

R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasurjf. 
BvcKiKGHAM Smith, Esq., 

St. Augustine^ Eunt Fiorida. 



No. 20. 
Instructions to Lieutenant Martin. 

Trxasurt Department, July 16, 1847. 

Sir: On receipt of this letter, you will provide the Wolcott witk 
a flat bottomed boat or batteau, of very light draught) and capable 
of carrying at least six persons in safety, and taking on board a 
suppjy of provisions for two months. You will repair with the 
vessel without delay to Key West by the most direct route, where 
you will inquire of the collector for letters addressed to Bucking- 
ham Smith, esq. Should none be there, you will not detain the 
vessel, but proceed withoxit them to St. Augustine. You are au- 
thorized to engage at the established rate of compensation, a pilot 
fully acquainted with the navigation of the coast of Florida and 
the Ever Glades. 

At St. Augustine you will receive on board Mr. Smith, as pas- 
senger, with such gentlemen, say three or four, as he may desire 
to accompany him as assistants, and as your vessel can conveni- 
ently accommodate. 

You will furnish them, while on board, with all the accommoda- 
tion in your power, they, of course, making the necessary arrange- 
ments with you for their subsistence. 

Having made the required arrangements, you will proceed ta 
such point or points on the peninsula of Florida as may be de- 
signated by Mr. Smith, and afford him every possible aid with your 
men and boats in the performance of certain duties assigned to him,, 
according to the instructions which he will exhibit to you.' 

You will remain at such points as he may desire, such time aa 
he may deem necessary to accomplish the objects of his agency^ 
when you will return to St. Mark's or St. Augustine, as he may 
desire, to land him,when ycu will return forthwith to Mobile, from 
which place you will report by the 20th of October, at farthest. 
Should any additional provisions be required, they may be procured 
at Key West. In assigning you to this duty, great confidence is 
reposed in your zeal as well as in your ability to carry out the 
views of the department, and it may not be irrelevant to remark 
that ttiuch depends upon your cordial co-operation with the gen- 
tleman with whom you will be associated. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Lieutenant Francis Martin, 

U. S. Rev. Mariney Mobile^ Ala. 
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No. 21. 

Resolutions ponfi bjf the Ltgisluture of Fhrida, rtcommtrnHng- 
the adoption of measures for reclaiming the Ever Glade lands in. 
thai mate, 

PREUfBLE and RESOLUTIOR m reUtiOB to tke Etot Oladesof Florida. 

Whereas there is a vast and extensive region, commonly termed 
the Ever GJades, in the southern section of this State, embracing 
no inconsiderable portion of its entire peninsula, which has hitherto 
been regarded as wholly valueless in consequence of being covered 
by water at stated periods of the year, and the supposed imprac- 
Ucabihty of draining it. And whereas recent information, derived 
from the most respectable sources, has induced the belief, which 
IS daily strengthening, that these opinions are without foundation, 
and, on the contrary, that at a comparatively small expense the 
aforesaid region can be entirely reclaimed; thus opening to the 
habitation of man an immense and hitherto unexplored domain, 
perhaps not surpassed in fertility and every natural advantage by 
any other on the globe. And whereas it is no less the inti^rest of 
the general government than of Florida, with its vast donation of 
unlocated land, to adopt some early and eflBcient measures to test 
the accuracy of these representations: 

Beit therefore resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in General Assembly convened. That our Senators in Congress 
be instructed, and our Representative requested, to bring this im- 
portant subject to the attention of Congress at the earliest day, 
and earnestly press upon its considjeration the propriety and policy 
of forthwith appointing competent engineers to examine and sur- 
vey the aforesaid region. 

Resolvedj That immediately upon their passage and approval, 
his excellency the governor be requested to transmit to the persons 
above named, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and 
to the President of the United States, certified copies of the forego- 
ing preamble and resolution, and to communicate with the latter 
officer, and furnish him with all the information in his possession 
m reference to a subject of deep interest to the general government 
as well as to our own. 

[Passed by the Senate, December 2d, 1845. Passed by the 
House of Representatives, December 4, 1845. Adopted by the 
governor, December 10, 1845.] 

State of Florida: 

I, James T. Archer, Secretary of State of the State aforesaid, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing contains a true transcript from 
the preamble and resolutions in my said office. 

Witness my hand and the great seal of the State of Florida, at 

r -I the capitol, in Tallahassee, this eleventh day of Decem- 

'-' ber A. D. 1845) and 70th year of American independence* 

JAMES T. ARCHER, 

Secretary (^ State^ Florida. 
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No. 5^3. 
ResoitttioH of tht Legislature of t*l6rida. 
. STATE OF FLORIDA. 

RSSOLUTION in relation tor draioiiig the S?er Glades. 

Whereas, large tracts of the*public land^ Ijing in the vicinity of 
lake Okee-chp-bee, and in that region south oi said lake, called 
'^* The Ever Glades," being covered wi re incapable of 

being surveyed and subdivided, and ar< valueless to the 

United States: And whereas, it is belle arge portion of 

said lands may be drained by canals', re I made valuable 

for the cultivation of tropical plants an( d whereas, it is 

believed that these lands, if reclaimed, nly remunerate 

this State for the expense of such reclamation, but would yield a 
considerable surplus above such expense. Therefore — 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of iJ 
of Florida in General Assembly conven 
<}uested to grant to this State all of said 
loosa Hatchee river and of the norther 
bee, and between the Gulf of Mexico a 
condition that the State will drain them 
the sale thereof, after defraying the exp 
poses of education. 

Passed the Senate, December 30, 1847. 

C. W. DOWNING, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

D. G. McLEAN, 
President of the Senate, 

Passed the flouse of Representatives, January 6, 1848. 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

JOHN CHAIN, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 

Approved, January 6, 1848. 

W. D. MOSELEY. 

State of Florida: 

I, James T. Archer, Secretary of State of Florida, do hereby cer- 
tify that the foregoing is a correct transcript of a resolution on file 
in my office, entitled " Resolution in relation to draining the Ever 
Glades." 

Witness my official signature, and the great seal of the State 
Tt o 1 afpresaid, at Tallahassee, this 22d day of February, A. 
i^-^J D. 1848. 

JAMES T. ARCHER, 

Secretary of State. 
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No. 23. 
LEGISLATURE OP THE TERRITORY OF FLORIDA. 

HOUSS OF R£P&£8£NTATirE8y 

Session of 1845.. 

Mr. LoRiNa, from the Committee on the itate of the Territory^ 
made the following report : 

The committee t6 whom was referred a resolution instructing 
them *Ho inquire into the expediency of memorializing Con- 
gress in fayor of giving encouragement to settlers on the unsur- 
Teyed lands of the United States in the southern section of the 
peninsula, and on the keys, who \^ill engage in the cultivation of 
tropical plants and fruits, and in the making of arrow-root, and 
other products peculiar to that region," beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That the adaptation of the chief part of such of the peninsula ot 
Florida, and some of the islands and keys lying south of 26J degrees 
of north latitude, for the successful cultivation of most of the tropi- 
cal productions enumerated in the schedule annexed to this report, 
has been tested. by actual] experiment since 1829. That extensive 
plantatioBs, worked by a slave force, cannot be established with 
profit in that part of Florida, within the limits designated, every 
one acquainted with it must concede. The lands, excepting small 
narrow strips of hammock on the margins of the water courses^ 
^generally insufficient for an ordinary cotton or sugar or rice plan- 
tation, are a light and sandy alluvial, with vegetable deposite on 
limeistone rock, which is but a short distance below the surface^ 
and often found on it so as to obstruct the cultivation. On the 
borders of the water courses, and adjacent to thosje for short dis- 
tances, the timber is often luxuriant in. growth and of various 
kinds, and the undergrowth is exceedingly thick, while in the inte- 
rior there is rarely to be seea any thing but ponds in wet seasons, 
which are prairies in dry, surrounded by fine forests. These lands 
will not repay to the government the expense of surveys. In fact,s^ 
they will never average five cents per acre. The best and most 
select portions, mostly in, small tracts, not exceeding 160 acres, 
will not sell for more than the present legal minimum price of 
$1 25 per acre, demanded by the United States. If the general 
government shall render encouragement to persons to settle on 
these lands and engage in the cultivation upon them of tropical 
productions, the principal portion of all of them, fit for cultiva- 
tion, would be densely settled in a few years; but without such 
encouragement they will not be for a quarter of a century to come. 
Those who would settle upon them for such object, are mostly such 
as wo'uld be unable to pay for the lands to the government. They 
would be generally poor men, supporting their families by their 
labor, whose chief motive for such settlements would be the desire 
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^f establishing a permanf>nt home. To indii6e the caltivation of 
tropical products, the land must be owned by the persons engap;ing' 
in the cultivation of them. The rearing of an orange or lime 
grove, or an olive grove, and indeed the cultivation of most of the 
tropical productions, is a permanent improvement, taking several 
years to' result in profit to those who undertake such cultivation. 
A slave force could not be employed profitably in such business. 
If the United States would bestow 160 acres of land upon every 
t^ person who would permanently settle on any lands south of 26J 
'^ degrees of latitude, reside upon such lands for five years, and actu- 
ally cultivate at least 20 acres in tropical productions, under proper 
regulations to be prescribed by law, the benefit resulting to the 
United States would be vas-tly greater than the paltry pittanc;;^ of 
^200 exacted in the purchase of such quarter section from the 
settler. Again, these lands have yet to be surveyed and brought 
into market; and with the uncertainty in regard to the pre emption 
laws, few will be found disposed to settle on them, and make any 
improvements, without some guarantee from government that such 
improvements will notbewrested from them hereafter by speculators. 
"The importance of having a permanent steady.white population at- 
tached to the soil in the section designated, must be admitted hj 
^very intelligent man who looks at the geographical position df 
that section. Withoutsuch population, in time of war, it would be 
the point d^appui of a foreign enemy; once in the possession of the 
enemy, it would afford great advantages to them in the annoyance 
of our coastwise commerce, and in makin^r predatory incursions into 
the adjacent country. The importance of encouraging the culti- 
yation of the Kind of agricultural products referred to we cannot 
conceive any one will dispute. The United States pay to the West 
Indies, to South America, to the Azores,' to Portugal and other 
tropical countries, a large amount annually for such products. 
South Florida is the only part of the United States in which these 
products can be raised. With the exception of the articles of 
xoflFee, tobacco, sugar, tea, and black pepper, it is believed, with 
proper encouragement, an amount equal the entire amount im- 
ported into the United States would be raised in the country in- 
1^ eluded in the limits we have indicated in a few years. 

Vessels trading to Florida would not be subject to the onerous 
•exactions in foreign ports, and the close proximity of the penin- 
sula to New Orleans would enable that market, and the entire valley 
of the Mississippi, to be supplied with greater facility, and at a 
less cost, than from Cuba or elsewhere; and the Atlantic ports 
could be furnished with equal facility and expense as from the 
West Indies. The existence of such a state of things will decrease 
our dependence on foreign countries — a new source of employment 
for our domestic industry will be created. That the government 
of the United States will afford such encouragement as has been 
intimated, if proper efforts are made to disseminate information on 
the subject, we do not doubt. The past liberal legislation of Con- 
gress on this subject is a guarantee that it will not neglect its duty^ 
if its attention is properly directed to it. In 1830^ the executive 
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of this territiary direci;fid tl^e aotice of t^e legislative ccvo^cil to it^ 
in a mepsage^ in ex^tjiaiit from which i? appended hereto. At the 
same session of the council) an act was pased entitled ^^An act tcv 
incorporate the Tropical Plant Company of Florida," approved 
January 23, 1832, which is to he found on page 2 of the Laws of 
that yea^. The application made to Coneress, by those who formed 
the company, was recommended by th^ legislative council; and in 
1838 Congress passed an act, to be found in volume 9 I^aws United 
States, page 869, entitled *'An act to encourage the introduction 
and promote the cultivation of tropical plants in the United States.'^ 
The committee deem it useful to copy that act entire in this report. 
It is in these words: 

"Whereas, in obedience to the treasury circular of the sixth o£ 
Septe*mber, 1827, Dr. Henry Perrine, late American consul at Cam- 
peachy, has distinguished himself by his persevering exertions to 
introduce tropical plants into the United States; and whereas he 
has demonstrated the existence of a tropical climate in southern 
Florida, and has shown the consequent certainty of the intermedi- 
ate domestication of tropical plants in tropical Florida, and the 
great probability of their gradual acclimation throughout all our 
southern and southwestern States, especially of subh profitable 
plants as propagate themselves on the poorest soils; and whereas,, 
if the enterprise should be successful, it will render valuable our 
hitherto worthless soils, by covering them with a dense population 
of small cultivators and family manufacturers, and will thus pro- 
xi\ote the peace, prosperity, and permanency of the Union: there- 
fore — 

P^SeC' 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and Haustk of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress assemhle4y> 
That a township of land is hereby granted to Dr. Henry Perrine 
and his associates, in the southern extremity of the peninsula or 
£ast Florida, to be located in one body of six miles square, upon 
any portion of the public lands below twenty-six degrees north 
latitude. 

"Sec. 2. And^ he it further enacted^ That the said tract of land 
shall be located within two years from this date by ifaid Henry Per- 
rine, and shall be surveyed under his direction by the surveyor of 
Florida: Provided^ That it shall not embrace any land having suf- 
ficient quantities of naval tinaber to be reserved to the Uniteci 
States, nor any sites for maritime ports or cities. 

"Sec. 3. And he it further enacted^ That whenever any section 
of land in said tract shall be really occupied by a bona fide settler^ 
actually engaged in the propagation or cultivation of valuable 
tropical plants, and upon proof thereof being made to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, a patent shall issue to the 
said Henry Perrine and his associates. 

"Sec. 4. And he it further enacted^ That every section of land 
in the tract aforesaid, which shall not be occupied by an actual set- 
tler positively engaged in the propagation or cultivation of useful 
tropical plants within eight years from the location of said tract^ 
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<Mr when the adjacent territory shall be surveyed and offered for 
sale, shall be forfeited to the Uaited States. 
"Approved July 7th, 1838." 

All the encouragement that could be desired would be a general 
act containing similar provisions, Vith also those before suggested 
for the benefit of all settlers in the designated region. A gratuity 
of a quarter section to ^ich one engaging in such cultivation would 
be sufficient. Provision should be made for the survey of the 
locations, without reference to the sectional lines now observed in 
the United States surveys. The benefits of the act of Congress 
above quoted have been lost to Florida by the death of Dr. Per- 
Tine, who was murdered at. Indian Key, in 1840, by the 'Indians. 
Previous to his death, he had embarked his whole fortune in this 
undertaking. His family providentially escaped the massacre, but 
with' the loss of their entire property, and applied to Congress not 
to enforce the forfeiture contained in the act, which had been in- 
curred in consequence of Dr. Perrinc's death. ^ Florida, for whom 
Dr. Perrine made great sacrifices, whose patriotic efforts, had he 
lived, would have resulted so much to her benefit, seconded that 
application. Congress has extended the grant to his heirs, and it 
should give similar grants to others. The committee cannot close 
this report without adverting to a subject to which their attention 
has been attracted by reading the proviso of the second section of 
the act of Congress above quoted. The policy pursued in regard 
to the public lands in Florida, has been exceedingly unwise and 
« short sighted. The Spanish government before the cession, and the 
British government when it owned the Floridas, encouraged the 
bnilding of saw-mill^, by giving large tracts of public lands adja- 
cent to those who established them. . The United States seize all 
timber cut on the public lands as forfeited. The most valuable. 
lands for cultivation are kept from sale under the pi^etext of having 
^'naval timber" on them — which, if the fact, is not a suHicient rea- 
son for such a course. Some half a dozen persons, at extravagant 
salaries, are employed to watch the timber and keep every body 
from stealing it, which they can easily do notwithstanding, when 
it is worth stealing. It would be much wiser to dispose of the 
lands, and have them occupied by industrious agriculturists, who 
/^ can defend the country without the timber better than the timber 
can defend the country without them. 

The committee have not deemed it expedient to make a disserta- 
tion upon the several different products specified in the schedule 
annexed, and the cultivation of which should be encouraged. They 
do not profess to be competent to write an agricultural essay. One 
of the resolutions reported for the consideration of the House, is 
to procure authentic data as to these different products. The ar- 
ticle of arrow-root being specially mentioned in the resolution of 
inquiry addressed to the committee, they deem it proper to make a 
few observations respecting it. The facility of raking the compty* 
from which this article is manufactured in South Florida, should 
occasion the exclusion of all arrow-root from foreign countries* 
The arrow-root produced from the con^pty, is equally as nutritious 
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as the arrow-root of Jamaica or Bermuda. It can be made at wl 
profit, if it brings 10 cents at the place of exportation. Within 
the last year/ at least 25,000 pounds have been made in South. 
Florida for shipment; millions of pounds could be annually made 
in South Florida, and more than enough for the demand on thim 
continent; and, indeed, larger quantities could be sent to Europe; 
^-all that is wanting is labor, and land ovmed by the laborer. The 
compty is indigenous to the whole peninsula. We do not ask for 
encouragement by a protective in^post. Every part of the south 
should disdain any participation in the system of unconstitutional 
plunder by the means of protective tariffs. We should scorn such 
deception, and iniquitous svstem of unequal taxation, by which, if 

Persisted in, the Union will become a burden instead of a blessing*, 
'he encouragement and protection we seek is fair, open, and above- 
board. If this is not granted, we want no other. With these sug- 
gestions, the committee recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution. 

WILLIAM W. LORTNG, 
JAMES H. RANDOLPH, 
H. H. PHILIPS, 
F. E. DE LA RUA, 
JNO. P. BALDWIN, 
Committee on the state of the Territory. 

Resolve4j That the governor of Florida be requested to address 
the Secretary of State of the United States and solicit instructions 
to the different United States consuls in tropical countries, and to 
the officers of the navy visiting tropical countries, to procure suck 
information relative to the practi^bility of raising in Florida 
different tropical exotics as may be sought by the governor of 
Florida, or the commissioners named in this resolution; and that 
•such consuls and officers be requested to procure and transmit to 
Florida such seeds, roots, and plants, and products, as may be 
introduced and cultivated here, with such information as to their 
<^aUivation as may be useful; and that the governor of Florida be 
requested to make inquiries to procure such information; and that 
S. S. Sibley, esq., editor of the Floridian, and J. Clisby, e«q.> 
editor of the Sentinel, Tallahassee, be also lequested to act as ^ 
commissioners to collect, in like manner, authentic data on these 
subjects, and have the same published for the information of the 
public, and laid before the next legislature of Florida, so as ta 
bring the subject advantageously before Congress. 

Which was received, read, the resolution unanimously adopted^ 
and, on motion of Mr. Hart, 500 copies of the report, resolution^ 
and documents, ordered to be printed. 



^Schedule of products to be raised. 

Compty, yam, casaya, ginger, pulka. Sisal hemp, indigo, tobacoO| 
•sortex cascarilla, canilla alba, sarsaparilla, sugar cane, pepper, bush 
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and tine pepper, pimento, tea nlant, orange, guava, Otaheite plum^ 
nhaddock, lime, hog plum, forbidden fruit, lemon, Jamaica apple, 
-grape fruit, citron, sugar apple, banana, pineapple, cocoanut, plan- 
tain, sap^dilla, sour sop, Avocato pear, man^o, mame, olive, mame 
'4Sapota, boxwood, lignumvitse, maknogany, titi, and ship timber. 



Extract from acting governor Westcott^s message^ 1882. 

"In May last, tbe governor received a communication from 
Commodore Elliott, commanding naval officer on the West India 
istation, stating that Lieutenant Commandant Boerum, of the United 
States schooner Shark, had, on a visit to the island of Trinidad, 
5)rocured from Sir Charles Smith, governor thereof, several varieties 
of the sugar cane; a box containing one of which, the Congo, was 
•deposited with a gentleman in Pensacola, subject to the governor's 
order, with a view of promoting the objects of a resolution af the 
House of Representatives of the United States, January 25, 1830, 
Tespecting the procurement of *such varieties of the sugar cane, 
and other cultivated "vegetables, grains, seeds, and shrubs, as may 
•he best adapted to the soil and climate of the United States;* 
which resolution had been transmitted to Commodore Elliot by the 
Secretiiry of the Navy. The governor adopted measures forthwith 
to hkve the cane disposed of in the most advantageous manner, to 
meet the objects of its importation. The resolution of Congress 
alluded to, was introduced by the delegate from this territory, 
and, if carried fully into execution, it is calculated ultimately ta 
produce, and particularly with regard to us, highly important and 
leneficial results. Hundreds of the vegetable productions of tro- 
pical climates, of great value, and some in such common use as to be 
considered articles of necessity, and which we now import at high 
cost, could be easily cultivated in any part of our territory. 
Many too tropical to flourish in west or middle Florida, could be 
^reared under the more genial climate of the southern part of the 
peninsula. The southern part of this continent, and South America,^ 
^nd China, abound in trees, plants, herbs, and roots, possessing the 
most valuable properties, the use of which has been confined to tbe 
places of their production, but which could as well be produced 
and enjoyed by our own citizens. I herewith transmit to the coun- 
cil, and respectfully invite their attention to, an extract of an 
official letter from H. Perrine, United States consul for Campeachy, 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to this subject, which 
has been published in the newspapers, and from which I have takett 
it. Other documents, worthy of attention, are also herewith sent' 
to the council. It will be noticed that Mr. Perrine is desirous that 
an act of the council should be passed, incorporating himself an({ 
his associates into a company for the cultivation of tropical exotics,, 
iand he proposes to establish the plantation of the company on the 
southern part of the peninsula. This enterprise should not be 
classed with the inflated visionary projects of which Florida hast 
6 
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l>eeii so proliic> wA the fnilure of which hnn ort^t^d qo muicAi ^itr: 
trust of all noTel uodertakings. If those who ei&bark in it should^ 
mot find it a source of gain, and should, after trial) abandon it, Vl^e . 
Iienefits resulting to the countrj from the introduction of the mafij 
Taluable foreign products they will have brought among us mast 
ie of considerable importance, and should induce us to render eyery 
encouragement and aid in our power to promote the success of the 
undertaking; and, although Mr. Perrine has made no direct appli- 
cation, I earnestly recofnmend the granting of a charter as he 
wishes, and the bestowmeDt upon the company of as many privi- 
leges as is compatible with the public interests. The national 
legislature, it is to be hoped, will ajOford aid to SP laudable an- 
^nterpri^ei and one which, if successful, promises to be of national 
bepefit, by a grant of land sufficient for their use, or otherwise. I 
^steeps it, howerer, of paramount consequence than an interest 
fhould be excited among the agriculturists throughout the teiritory: 
in relation to the introduction and adoption of foreign pcoducts- 
The tea plant, those trees and plfints frpm which are procured the 
olive, ginger, pf;pper, cloves, cinnamon, pimento, nutmeg and 
cocoa, and many other articles of daily use in o\j^t families, Ciuld^ 
it is believed, with care and attention, be successfully cultivated in 
most partif of our territpry, But the practicability of every articli^ 
qientioned being r^dily produced by those , plai^ters favorably 
^ocated^ as it regards clin^ate, cannot h^ questioned. The pro- 
duction of th^se articles, if only sufficient for our own domestic 
consumption, would be of immei^se adT^ntage to our citizens; and^ 
if experience should prove that Florida might) in a few years, be 
looked to by our fellow-citii^ens of the States for such products^ 
the benefits Resulting to the territory would be incalculable. If, as- 
has been conjectured by son^e, we shall, before many years, have 
more formidable competition in the raising of cotton from Mexico^, 
4$outh America, the Ei^t Indies, from Egypt, and from the exten- 
sive countries bordering on the Black sea, opei^ed to the trade oV 
j^uropeby the cannon of the allieii at Navafino, it is wise for the 
c^ptton planter to prepare for the adoption of other articles for 
<^i|ltivation; and, in i^espect to those that require any considerable 
length of time to bring them to maturity, he should not delay. 
Whether the cultivation of the cane, and the manufacture of sugar^^ v 
<^an be relied upon as a certain source of profit to the Florida. 
planter, and especially if the present duties on imported sugar are 
Tjsduced by Congress, is by many regarded as problematical; but,, 
conceding these doubts to be unfounded, admitting the conjectures 
stated in regard to cotton to be idle speculations, and if the 
experiment fails immediately to yield the planter pecuniary profit^ 
the ars^uments of convenience, of independence, and of patriotism^ 
are still in favor of the adoption and culture of every useful exotic 
congenial to our soil and climate that we can procure. The 
general government have offered, by the resolution above men- 
tiofied, great facilities for their introduction; but, for the more 
effectual accomplishment of this object, I suggest that a small 
appiropriation be placed at the disposal of the executive to meet the 
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expenses of trantponation and other charges necessarily incident 
to the procurement of seeds, &c.; and that you authorize, by 
resolution, such as may be receWed to be distributed, for propaga^ 
lion, under his direction." 



No. 24. 
STATE OF FLORIDA. 

Houss OP RspRES&NTAtiTEs — March 4, 184Q. 

Mr. Ferguson, from the judiciary committee, made the following 
report: 

The committee, to whom was referred the resolution instructing 
them to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the pro- 
tection of the fisheries on the coast of Florida ju-om the intrusion of 
Don-residenti^ of the territory, without paying an equivalent there- 
for, to those to whom such privileges belong, beg leave to report: 

That, at an early period of the cesgion of the Floridas to thei 
United States, and the organization of the territorial government, 
the fisheries on the southern coast of the territory attracted the at- 
tention of many intelligent and patriotic citiz^ens, as being a source 
of permanent and valuable revenue and advantage to our people. 
In memorials to Congress, by the legislative council, as early as 
1822, and repeatedly since, in reports and resolutioojs of the terri- 
torial legislature in subsequent years, in public report^ of officers 
of the general government, and in messages of the executive of 
Florida, at diflferent times, has this subject been referred to as one 
of high importance. Extracts from some. of the documents alluded 
to are appended to this report. The convention at St. Joseph, in 
1839, which framed the constitution of the State of Florida, that 
^as adopted by the people the same year, considered this subject, 
and the exclusive right of the people of Florida to these fisheries 
-was maintained. As ah evidence of the importance of these fish- 
eries, the use of them was sought by Don Onis, in the negotiation 
of the treaty of cession, for Spanish subjects, and virtually con- 
ceded by a provision giving to Spanish vessels, for 12 years after 
the treaty, permission to trade to Florida on the same footinsf as 
American vessels, and prohibiting a like privilege, during that time, 
to vessels of other nations. Under this clause the Spaniards, till 
1832, claimed the right to fish in their own vessels on our coast, 
and it was acquiesced in. Another evidence of the value of these 
fisheries to the people of Florida is to be found in the fact that, in 
1831, the British government made a formal application to General 
Jackson, then the chief magistrate of this Union, for permission, by 
the national government, to the inhabitants of the British Bahamas 
to enjoy them. The matter was referred by the United States Sec-^ 
jetary of State to the executive of Florida, who protested against 
such privilege being granted; in a letter addressed to the State De- 
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partment, dated October 7, 1831. Extracts from this correspon- 
dence are annexed liereto. In 1832, the tken acting executive of 
this territory brought this subject distinctly before the territorial 
legislature in a message, of which an extract is also given, annexed 
hereto. The subject was referred to a committee of the council, 
who made a report, which this committee deem it advisable should 
be republished for the information of those interested. In 1832, a 
bill, carefully prepared and recommended by that report, was in- 
troduced into the council, and, had that bill passed as originally 
proposed, it would probably have been of great benefit; bat it was 
so mutilated by various alterations, by those wKo obviously knew 
but little of the subject, that it was rendered entirely impracticable 
of being put in force, and utterly useless. It has, consequently, 
€ver since remained a dead letter on our statute book. The law, 
as passed, is to be found on page 376 of the ^^ Compilation.^^ The 
committee will not reiterate the various arguments advanced in 
the several documents above referred to, upon the different topics 
discussed in them. Thejr will content themselves with referring to 
those documents, and with recommending the publication of the 
extracts given, for public information, and a. brief recapitulation of 
the few principles and facts borrowed from them, and obtained from 
other authentic sources, and which, in the judgment of this commit- 
tee, imperiously demand the careful deliberation, and decided 
action, of the legislature of Florida on this subject, as one of high 
moment to the rights and interests, &nd, it may be said, the secu- 
rity of the people of Florida. 

^And^ firstly. They are prepared to maintain the position that these 
fisheries are local; that they belong exclusively to the local sove- 
reignty — to the people of Florida — and are held in common right 
by the people of Florida. They do not belong to the State govern- 
ment as State property. The State could not alienate such natural 
right; it could only regulate their common use by and for the peo- 
ple of Florida. In doing this it has power, and it is its duty, to 
preTent the participation, of those not resident citizens of Florida, 
m this valuable privilf^ge, and to prohibit them from enjoying the 
usje and benefit of those fisheries without rendering an equivalent 
to the people of Florida therefor. The right of piscary in such 
local fisheries does not in anywise appertain to the federal govern- 
ment. The right attaches to^ the local sovereignty exclusively. 
The federal government possesses no power of legislation with re- 
spect to these fisheries after Florida becomes a State, except such 
as may be necessary to aid and assist the State government in the 
enforcement of its laws, to maintain its rights; such as is subordi- 
nate to the State legislation, and the federal government is bound 
by the constitution to render such aid and assistance. 

Secondly. There are considerations relating to the peace, quie- 
tude, and security of Florida, her protection from wicked enemies, 
foreign and domestic, that imperiously demand of those who are 
her constitutional guardians to enact laws in relation to the use of 
these fisheries. Abolition incendiaries from foreign countries, from 
the British West Indies, and from Cuba, and the still more wicked 



V 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



85 [ 242 ] 

^nd dangerous abolition incendiaries and traitor3 of the New Eng- 
land States, in the reckless madness of their fanaticism, may be- 
come engaged in these fisheries for the very purpose of arailing 
themselves of the facilities which, while hovering on our coasta 
with such pretext, they would be afforded of tampering with our 
slaves and stealing them from their owners. If allowed to use 
these fisheries, foreign enemies will be afforded opportunities of 
trading with those Indians which the United States army and its 
i gallant oflScers, in a war already of nine years duration, and not yet 

^ ended, have not either by the most desperate fighting, or the most 
cunning diplomacy, been able to remove out of Florida, and which^ 
we regret to say, from present indications, will probably infest the 
peninsula, despite the United States army, for years to come. The 
committee will not dilate on these topics. They deem these brief 
suggestions all sufficielit. 

Thirdly. That these fisheries are immensely valuable, and that 
they can be rendered, by judicious legislative enactments, an unfail- 
ing source of great revenue to Florida, we have no doubt. Nay, 
that the more extensive use of these fisheries themselves, can be pro- 
moted by proper regulation of them bylaw, is equally certain. Such 
regulation will enable the large profits derived from engaging im 
them to be more equally divided. Their value will become more 
generally known, and many excited to embark in them, by salu- 
tary regulations, securing equal privileges, who are now restrained 
from so doing. Upwards of 20 eastern vessels, from 30 to 60 toni^ 
burthen, with from 5 to 15 men each, are now employed in these 
fisheries. Several vessels owned by resident citizens of Florida,, 
are also engaged in them. These vessels supply the market of 
Havana and Cuba generally with not only fresh fish and roes^ 
but also dried and salted fish, to an immense amount. The an- 
nual amount paid in Cuba to these fishing vessels, it is believed^, 
exceeds $150,000. The retailing of fish fresh in the Havana mar- 
ket is a monopoly, sold for a large amount by the Spanish gov- 
ernment there. Those who possess the monopoly receive, it is be- 
lieved, thrice the amount they pay the fishing vessels. At present,, 
but few dried or salt fish are taken from Florida to New Orleans 
/ for the western country market, or to the northern Atlantic cities, 
as the profits of the Cuba market are much greater, and because 
those now employed in these fisheries are not more than sufficient 
to supply that market. It is anticipated, if properly regulated, hun- 
I dreds of thousands of dollars of such fish could be sold advan- 

tageously throughout the whole Union. It only requires such reg- 
ulation, for public attention to be directed to the facts with regard 
to these fisheries, to insure such result. It is not anticipated to ex- 
act of our fellow citizens of the Union a heavy impositioii for the 
use of this privilege, for domestic consumption. The natural inter- 
ests of both will prevent such course. In barter for these neces- 
saries, we should receive their products and manufactures^ 
and thus the comfort and convenience and interests of all would 
be promoted; nor is it contemplated to impose any tax on our 
own citizens for the use of these fisheries in home consumption. 
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Tlie chief tax proposed to be imposed for the use of these fislie- 
ries, will be upon non-residents of Florida, who furnish the Cuba 
markets. This will induce many to settle amongst us, and add to 
our population — the true wealth and strength of a State. The 
regulations in Havana, with respect to our citizens on the subject 
of the fish monopoly, are peculiar, and could they dispense with our 
fishermen, they would doubtless be prohibitory. A little counter- 
Yaiiing regulation for the benefit of Americans, may, till the Cubians 
cease to eat fish, be of salutary effect. It is believed 20 per cent, 
can be exacted for all fresh fish carried to, Havana, without de- 
creasing the profit of those employed in catching them, which 
tBK would either have to be deducted by the monopolist from his 

{profits, or paid by the Cuba consumer. There is no danger of our 
osing the market, or of its decreasing, as to demand. These fish 
are an article of necessity there, and they cannot be got anywhere 
else than Florida, if at all, without incurring greater loss than 20 
per cent. The Cubians will pay this tax — they will be forced to pay 
it. They will be convinced it is their policy to do so. There are 
ao arguments so irresistible as those proceeding from the stomach. 
Ko rebellion is so formidable as one growing out of such grievances. 
A people may dispense with ribbons and laces, calicoes and broad 
cloths, and other articles of luxury, and use coarser fabrics, but we 
think it must be received as a fact that no people can exist without 
food. For the use of these fisheries, the Cubians should pay an 
equivalent. No war need be declared by tl^e federal government 
against Spain to enforce such payment. An intestine force in Cuba 
will enforce our laws, exacting the tax, without trouble to us. It is 
believed at 20 per eent.^ the proceeds of such annual tax into the 
treasury, after deducting all expense for tollecting, would be at 
least $30,000 annually. 

The right and policy, and susceptibility of these fisheries being so 
regulated by law, the only remaining question is as to the modus 
operandi. What enactments shall be made; what details put into 
the law, to enforce such right, and establish this policy? This is 
the great difliculty. Upon this subject the committee deem it 
proper to suggest that, to the first legislature of the State should be 
deferred definite action on this important subject. The committee 
now deem it best to decline suggesting at present the details of 
such law, except as above hinted. The first legislature of the State 
should not act hastily, or without full advisement and deliberation^ 
Dor without all the information from certain and unequivocal data^ 
that can be had. To obtain that information, this committee deem 
it advisable that the house should adopt the resolutions reported 
herewith. With this recommendation, the suggestion that it would 
be useful to publish all the information received by the executive 
from time to time on this*subject, under him, they ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

I. FERGUSON, Jr., Chairman. 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of Florida^ That the 
governor of Florida be requested to address the Secretary of State 
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«of the Uhited States, and ask tkat copies 6f att c^itimtinicatiofit 
on fifle in his departm^entyfrom the Spvtnisfa oif British pfoV^rnmentSi 
respecting the fisheries on the coast of Florida, and the replies of 
tb« American goverDfnent to such co'mmtThications, and bopies ot 
the correspOtidence with the territorial giyernraent and said de-^ 
partment, in relation thereto, may be furnished the governor of 
Flotidafor publication, for. the information of the people of Florida; 
and also that the governor k)}it;it, from the Secretary of State, in* 
structions to the United States consuls and agents in Cuba and 
other West India islands, to procure such information as the gor* 
^rnor of Florida, or the com'missioners named in the resolution^ 
following, may request of themf, in relation to these fisheries, arid 
'to communicate it to thetn, to be laid before the next lejgislatnre of 
Florida, 

Ittsolvtdy futtker^ That the govetnor of Florida be requested to 
address such persons as may probably render th^ information desif ed^ 
and make inqiiiries as to tbe^ character, elttent, value, and locality 
of the fisherieS^ on the southern coast of Florida, and of the praOti-^ 
<;ability of being made to yield a revenue to the Sttiite, and the proper 
details of a law regulatings them, with such vie\^s, and the cheapest 
and most advisable mode of enforcing it; also the number of ves^ 
nels employed in the fisheries; the number of the crew of each; th^ 
iiameb of vessels und owners and masters, and where they hail 
from; the quantity and kind of fisb annually e^ught; the fishing 
^i^esons; the y^lue of the fish; where sold, slnd the price obtained 
forthenk; the estimated profits of the fishermen; the regulaitionft 
4inder which they fere sold; the eflFect of a ta< being levied upott 
those %fao usethes^ fisheries; ho^v tho6e fish that are cured are 
<:irred; Whether, and if so, how the use of the fisheries can be ex^ 
tended; whether fish cannot be furnisbed from the Florida fisheries 
for the western and liorthern markets. 

Resolved further^ That Hon. W. Marvin, S. R. Mallory, esq., O. 
O'Hara, esq., P. J. Fontane, esq., L. W. Smith, esq., A. Patter- 
son, esq., and Chas. Howe, esq., of Monroe county, the collector 
of customs of Key West, Wm. F. English, esq., of Dade county^ 
and S. Peck, esq., of St. Lucie cottnty, be, and they are requested 
to act a& commissioners, to collect such information, and commu- 
nicate to the governor of Florida, to be laid before the next legis- 
lature thereof. 



Extras from the messftge 6f J. D. Wtstc&tt^ acting governor of 
Flofiday to the legislative couricil, in Jdnuctryy 1832, 

Th'ere is no subject involved in the sco'pe of our duties, that I 
deem of more importance to the intere^s of tlic territory than the 
regulation by law of the valuable fisheries, in the waters adjacent 
to the islands and keys, and in the bays and sounds, ^nd on the 
coasts of our territory, and their protection from the intrusion of 
foreigners. In Septediber last, the governor received a communis 
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cation from the State Department^ informing him that the British 
minister at Washington ^ at the instance of the goTemor of the Ba* 
hama islands^ had made application to the general government in 
hehalf of the inhabitants of those islands, for permission to ^^catck 
fish and turtle on the coasts of Florida;" and he requested him ta 
furnish any information he might possess relating to the subject. 
The letter of Mr. Brent, acting secretary of state, and a copy of 
the answer of the governor, are herewith submitted to the counciK 
TJp«n a perusal of this correspondence, it will be seen, that the 
rights and interests of the people of Florida, in regard to these 
highly valuabk natural privileges, ar^ fully sustained in the replj^ 
of the governor; and it will, I am confident, occasion the favor 
asked for, to be withheld. These fisheries are, it is believed, wholly- 
within the local jurisdiction of the territory, and subject to the 
control of and regulation of the, legislature. Of the practicability 
of making them a source of considerable revenue to our local trea- 
sury I do not entertain a d«ubt. All that is wanting is a proper 
and judicious law, and faithful agents to execute it. I am pre- 
cluded on this occasion, by the limits prescribed for this paper, from* 
any discussion of the various important questions, arising in the 
consideration of this subject, but the letter of the governor to Mr. 
Livingston, which I have referred to the council, notices some of 
them, and entirely concur with him in the views and opinions he 
has there advanced. This subject was brought before the last coun* 
cil by the member from Washington and Walton, but the session 
being too far advanced, when it was introduced, to admit of its 
proper consideration, it was deferred. It is now again submitted 
to the wisdom of the council', with a hope that it. will not be per- 
mitted to pass by without definite consideration. It is advisable 
that the express consent •f Congress to such law as you may pasa^ 
on this subject be obtained before it is put into force. 



Extract from the report of the committee on the state of the terri^ 

toryy 1832. 

- " The committee on the state of the territory, to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the acting governor's message as relates to the 
fisheries on the coast of Florida, respectfully report: 

*"That they accord with the acting governor in the opinions ad- 
vanced in his message, as to th^ importance and value of these fish- 
eries to the people of Florida; their susceptibility of being made a 
source of considerable revenue to our treasury, and of their being 
a proper subject for legislative action, with such view- 

"The committee do not consider it necessfary to make any prolix 
descantation on the various interesting and important questions of 
international and constitutional law, and of natural right, whicli 

frow out of this subject. The correspondence between the State 
department and the governor of this territory, which has been re- 
jferied to the council^ is full and satisfactory on, most of these ques* 
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^ioBft^and the eammittee would respectfully suggest the expediency 
of its publication, that a full understanding of the subject ma} be 
had, as well by our fellow citizens of the States as also by the peo- 
ple of Florida. The committee hare, however, thought proper ta 
answer two or three objections to the measures they propose in rer 
. lation te this subject, which have not been fully noticed in that 
cerrespondence. 

" It has been urged that the laws of nations would not justify the 
appropriation of these fisheries to ourselves exclusively. The com* 
mittee would remark that the British government have admitted omt 
right to do se, by asking for the use of these fisheries as a favor, 
Sut we do not desire to avail ourselves of, any advantage that may 
be. derived from such concession; n«r do we fear a reference to the 
laws of nations. 

. " Vattely ampng other things on this subject, says: ^The variour 
uses of the sea near its coast render it very susceptible of property. 
People there fish, and draw from thence shells, pearls, amber, &c. 
The nation to whom the coasts beleng may appropriate to itself an^ 
advantage which it is considered as having taken possession of, and 
make a profit of it, in the same manner as it may possess the do-- 
main of the land it inhabits. If a nation has fishing on its coast 
that is particularly advantageous, and of which it may become 
master, shall it not be permitted to appropriate this natural advan* 
tage to itself as a dependence on the country it possesses, and if 
there are a sufficient number of fish to furnish the neighboring na- 
tions, of reserving to itself the great advantage it may receive from^ 
them by commerce? 

^^A nation may appropriate things where the free and commoir 
use of them would be prejudicial or dangerous. This is a seconcS 
reason why powers extend their dominion over the sea, along the 
coast as far as they are able to protect their right. 

^^The banks of the sea belong incontestibly to the nations 
that possess the country of .which it is a part, and these are the- 
number of public things. 

^^AU we have said of the parts of the sea, near the coast, ma]^ 
be said more particularly, and with much greater reason of the 
roads, bays, and straits, as still more capable of being occupied, an<l 
ef greater importance to the safety of the country." 

Marten, also, in his treaties on the laws of uatiQi;is, on this.s.ub-r 
ject^says: '^The sea surrounding the coast, as well as those parts^ 
of it which are land-locked, such as the roads, little bays, gulfs^ 
&c., as those which are situated within cannon shot of the shore>. 
(that is within the distance of three leagues) are so entirely the 
property, and subject to the dominion of the master of the coast^ 
that he has the exclusive right to all the produce of it, whether 
ordinary or accidental, as far as relates to things unclaimed by any 
other lawful proprietor." 

The waters and fisheries over which we seek to extend our laws- 
are peculiarly embraced in the deafcription given by these authors^ 
as being properly appurtenant to the adjacent shores, and subject 
to the exclusive enjoyment and entire control of its sovereign.. 
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The dommittee reiterate ihe statemeht toiftde by the froterttptih the 
ct^rrespondi^nc^ above alluded tb, that these fisheHes ^re wholl)r 
local in their character. In this res^pect, they are different from 
the mackerel) cod, and trhale fisheries of the north. Oar fisheries 
are not in the open sea, but near to, and utldfer the coast^ in shoal 
aoundlngs, and within the straits, bays, and Sounds, and atndiigst 
the islands of the southern part of Florida, and many of those en- 
gaged in these fishei'ief dry the fish caught on the shores of Florida. 

The eiclusjve right of piscary in the inhabitants of the adjacent 
ci&adt is a natural right, founded on the naturail appurten'Hncy of 
the fisheries to that coast^ and the neccFsity of its existence, for 
the safety arid welfare of the nation. The use of local fisheriei 
by foreigners, to use the words of Vattel, "might be prejtidicial 
and dangerous." Contagious diseases might be thus introduced^ 
the conntry would be more exposed to an enemy approaching by 
sea; and facilities for feitcitihg dioiiiestic disturbances, by such 
enemy, would be affordeiS. Some writers have formerly contended 
that the right could not appertain, if the fisheries were inexhaus- 
tible, and that a necessity must exist for this exclusive appropria- 
tion. The doctrine is, hower^f, lohg since exploded, and the 
right recognized, ais fonnded upon the broad and arbitrary prin- 
ciple, that every nation has a right to such exclusive appropria- 
tion, for the extension of her commerce, and even for conteriiende? 
iMerely. 

But it has been contended, that (admitting the preint^s is to the 
lawB of nations, which the dommittee contend for,) the territorial 
legislature is not the " sovereign" to whom the po#er of regula- 
ting these fisheries belbngs. 

Thr committee, however, are of opinion that this position is un- 
tenable. Congress, in th6 orgahizatron of our territorial govern- 
ment, expressly delegated the legislative power, ov^r all ''rightful 
Subjects of legislation'^ in this territory, to the governor and coun- 
cil. The right of revision is only reserved to Congress by the or- 
ganic laws, and, with regard to our local and municipal rejguTations, 
especially should the exercise of the powers of Congress be con- 
fined' to this reservation. In the plenitude and omnipotence of 
the- power of the general government over her territories, unre- 
strained by any constitutional provision. Congress can^ without 
doubt, repeal these laws, and even (Establish a military government 
in Florida; but would such an act l>e consonant to justice, dr right^ 
or propriety? Equailly unjust Arid improper would it be for Con- 
fess to interfere directly with these fisheries, a subject most em- 
phatically of mere local and nlunicipal legislation. But if Con- 
gress chose to exercise such power in defiance of reason and power, 
it could only be done? for the exclusive benefit of the inhabitants of 
Florida. The power of legislation over these fisheries cannot at- 
tach to Congress in its character of a national legislature, bdt 
arisen solely from the right of temporary control over us in our 
present situation. The prbperty in these fisheries, it is considered 
by the committee, is exclusively in the people of Florida. Th* 
possession of such property, nor its regulation by the natiionUl g^t-^ 
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eminent, is not recognized by the constitution. The right of pis- 
cary is in no wise connected with the right, of navigation. The 
regulation of the latter right belongs (it is admitted) exclusively to 
Congress, and it does not conflict with the regulation of the formet, 
Us claimed for the local legislature. 

If Florida were a State, her Hght to regulate thiese fisheries 
irould be indisputable; and the committee believe that the rights 
and privileges of the people of Florida, in this regard, are in no way 
different from those enjoyed by the citizens of the States. By the 
treaty with Spain, by which the Floridas -^ete ceded to the United 
States, the citizens of this ceded territory ai*e admitted to the en- 
joyment of all the privileges, rights, and immunities of the citizens 
of the United States. 

Entertaining these views, and believing that, properly regulated, 

those fisheries may be made a source of considerable revenue to the 

territory, the committee beg leave to offer a bill, to be entitled 

•** An act for the protection of the fisheries on the Coast of Florida, 

^ndto raise a revenufe therefrom to this territory." 

The committee have experienced no little difficulty with I'egard 
to the details of this bill. The subject is one difficuU to legjislate 
upon, and they arie not satisfied that the provisions of the bill pre- 
sented will fulfil the purposes intended. The law contains no re- 
strictibnis upon our own citizens, but is odly intended to prevent 
the encroachments of foreigners. The law will not be enforced 
until it has b^en Sanctioned by Congrei^s. It is suggested by the 
committee that the aid of the general government is necessary to 
the enforcement of this act. If the United States would employ a 
sitiall vessel on this service for a year or two, all the necessary aid 
vrould be affoided; but if not disposed to do this, instructions to 
their various oflScers of the customs, to render all the aid in their 
power, \vould be beneficial. The necessity and propriety of ren- 
dering us this aid is more obvious, from the fact that the persons 
'engaged in these fisheries trade with the Indians on oar coast, and 
employ them as fiihermen and seamen. 



Executive Office, 
Tallahassee^ Florida^ October 7, 1831, 

Sit: The communication from the State Department, of the 25th 
^f August last, relating to the fisher es on the coasts of Florida, 
and re<}uesting information as to the propriety of withholding or 
granting the accommodation applied for by the British minister^ 
in behalf of the inhabitants of the Bahamas to catch fish and turtle 
on the coasts of Flcyida^ wa« received in due course of mail. 

The terras of the application, as gathered from the communica- 
tion from the department, would induce the impression that tl^e 
privilege asiked for was of minor itnportance, but such opinion 
"Would be erroneous. 

It has been estimated that thefiskaad turtle taken in the fisheries 
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on the coasts and in the waters contiguous to the islands and keys 
of Florida, and sold in the Havana and other places in Cuba, ex- 
ceed one hundred thousand dollars annually. There are besides 
many sold and consumed in the United States, and elsewhere. 
There are a number of vessels, generally smacks, from twenty to 
fifty tons burden, employed solely in that business, and several 
persons pursue it, and also the employment of salvors or wrecking 
in the same vessels. Some yedrs ago these fisheries were referred 
to by a gentleman, (Col. Gadsden, vide report in Congress, Decern- 
."ber, 1825) very competent to judge in this respect, in a report 
made to the government of an exploration of the peninsula as a 
topographical engineer, as one of the most valuable resources of 
the country^. More recently, other intelligent gentlemen, who hare 
taken an interest in the subject, and have made investigations to 
arrive at the value of these fisheries, and the practicability of their 
regulation by law*fcr such purpose, have advanced the opinion 
that they can be made the source of considerable revenue to our 
local treasury. At the last session of the territorial legislature^ 
the judiciary committee of the council were instructed to inquire 
into the subject, with that object; but for want of time to pay that 
attention to the subject its importance demanded, it was deferred 
to the next session of the council in January, 1832. The law pro- 
posed by those who brought the subject forward, I am informed^ 
required all persons taking fish, &c., with intent to carry them 
out of the territory J whether such persons were /orci^ncr* ©r not^ 
and whether the fish were carried to foreign ports or not, to pro- . 
cure a permit for that purpose, and to pay an officer appointed by 
the.territorial authorities a certain amount, imposed as an equivalent 
for such privilege, and regulated by the quantity of fish carrieii 
away. It created a forfeiture of vessel and cargo, and an infliction 
of personal penalties for its violation. It is expected that a 
similar law will be proposed at the approaching session in January 
next, and will probably be enacted, and application will also 
most probably be made to Congress for aid in its enforcement; as^ 
otherwise, obstacles may arise, at first, to an effectual and com- 
plete execution of its provisions. If the general government 
should regard it as contrary to sound policy, as an unwarrantable V 
assumption of power, as conflicting with the interests of the 
United States, or as interfering with its engagements to, or the 
spirit of courtesy proper to be observed towards the British gov-^ 
ernment, as it is subject to the revision of Congress^ it can, if ad- 
visable, be abrogated before its enforcement is attempted. 

The fish and turtle are chiefly (if not all) taken in the sounds^ 
bays, &c., on the coasts, and in the waters contiguous to and be- 
tween the islands and keys, and in shoal waters, and, as is believed,, 
will be admitted entirely within the local jutisdiction. It is con- 
tended by some of those of our citizens who have interested them- 
selves in this subject, that the right of piscary in these waters is 
•wholly localy and belongs exclusively and solely to the citizens of 
Florida. This exclusive claim is founded upon their inhabitancy 
of the country to which these fisheries naturally and geographically 
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appertain. Tkey are not sufficiently beyond the tocal jurisdiction 
:as to render them of the national character of the mackarel, cod, 
and whale fisheries, and to place them under the control and pro- 
tection of the national gorernment. It is also urged that if the 
general gorernment have control orer this right of piscary, it is 
owing to our situation at this time, (being only a territory,) and 
that when we become a State, this right and the entire regulation 
of tliese fisheries will revert to the State government, as appur- 
tenant to the /oca/ or State sovereignty. There are also those who 
deny any authority in Congress, even at this timej to interfere with 
these fisheries, except in the revision (as prescribed in our "organic 
act") of our territorial laws. 

It is not considered necessary or proper on this occasion to offer 
arguments to show whether all or any of these views of the rights 
of the general government, and of the people of FUrida, are false 
or sound. They can be as properly and Justly weighed without the 
Tery humble aid I could render. The most entire confidence is re- 
posed that no measure compromitting the rights or int«rests of our 
citizens beyond what it is their duty, as good citizens, cheerfully to 
acquiesce in; nor any course tending to fetter the State government, 
which it is trusted is soon to be organized in Florida, will be pur- 
sued by those now entrusted with the ministration of the national 
government. ^ 

It would seem that the British minister is under the impression 
that the inhabitants of the Bahamas enj oyed the accommodation asked 
for before the cession of the Floridas to the United States, and until 
, the British West India islands were closed to the commerce of the 
United States; and that the accommodation was refused to be contin- ] 
lied in consequence of this restriction upon our commerce. That no 
persons of any nation were prevented from fishing withir 
of Florida before the cession, and, also, from doing i 
things since prohibited by our laws, is correct. The e: 
the favor of fishing, as then enjoyed by strangers, did i 
with the interests of the Spanish population of Florida, 
ber of Floiidians then employed in the fisheries was, c 
the number now engaged, quite limited. In fact, as 
ployed in the business Supplied St. Augustime, and Pen 

other Spanish towns, among which were, as at present, 

and Matanzas, inducements ^0 /ai^or them, rather than otherwise,' 
existed with the Spanish authorities. 

The Spanish population of Florida, for years previous to the 
cession, did not equal one-eighth of the presei^t number of itsinha- ' 
bitants. It was coifined chiefly to the citiefs of' St. Augustine and 
Pensacola, and their vicinity. If they had been disposed not to 
permit, they had not the power to prevent the use of these fisheries 
by strangers. 

Soon after the cession, and before the West India ports were 
closed to the United States^ and as the population of Florida in- 
creased^ especially down the peninsula, and on its coasts, and on 
the islands and keys, these fisheries were found to be highly valua- 
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ble, aod, in some respects, necessary for the use of th# inhabittots- 

of the country, especially those n^ar the sea Qoast. 

The Seminole nation o( Indians, who use many of these fish,, 
-were also, about this time, iremoved to the peninsula, and confined 
by treaty to it. The policy and laws of the United States, and of 
the territory, required that no foreigners should hare those oppor- 
tunities of association with them, which the us^ pf those fisberies- 
and the consequent frequenting of our coasts permitted. 

Difficulties occurred between residents of the Bahamas, who ris- 
ited our coasts in vessels under the pretext of fishing, but really 
to carry on the employment of salvors, and our citizens engaged 
in the same pursuit; and, in consequence of the ipfiproper conduct 
of the former in a variety of wa^s, and among others, in taking 
vessels across the gulf stream into Nassau, and other places, for 
the adjudication of salvage for services rendered on our 
coasts and in our waters and jurisdiction, the latter re- 
solved to force all foreigners to forsake these fisheries^ 
an 1 also the wrecking business on our coasts. No violence was, it 
is believed, committed; but they coalesced and avoided all ami* 
cable association with the foreigners, refused to furnish provisions 
or aid them in any manner, threw every possible obstacle in their 
way, enforced vigorously tne revenue laws of the United States^ 
relating to foreign vessels in our waters, and also the laws regu- 
lating intercourse with the Indians, and adopted many other ex- 
pedients extremely vexatious to those against whom they operated^ 
After some time, in consequence of the conduct of the wreckers- 
from the Bahamas, the act of the 3d of March, 1825, entitled ^'Aq 
act concerning wrecks on the coasts of Florida," w^s passed by 
Congress. No officer had authority or instruction from, nor was any 
person incited, aided, or countenanced by, either the national or 
territorial government, in driving the fishermen and wreckers of 
the Bahamas from< our coasts, except such assistance as was af- 
forded by the legal prosecutions in our courts authorized by the 
acts of Congress ab<)ve noticed, and which acts, it should be ob- 
served, were mere /oca/, municipal regulations, that all foreigners 
coming within our jurisdiction, and especially those using these 
privileges, were bound not to infringe. Indeed, the privilege 
asked for has never been denied the inhabitants pf the Bahamas by 
our government, nor has any legislation been had with a view ta 
such effect, either by Congress or the territorial legislature. 

The measures of our fishermen and wreckers, and the enactment 
of the last mentioned act of Congress, and the alluring prospects^ 
for settlement in our territory, induced many, who wished to con- 
tinue or embark in the business of fishing and wrecking, to become 
residents of Florida and citizens of the United States; and among 
them were several inhabitants of the Bahamas. All this was an- 
terior to the closing of the West India ports to our commerce. 
Sut to prove that the obstacles thrown in the way of the Bahamians 
fishing on our coasts, by our fishermen and wreckers, was not in* 
duced by any ieelings arising from that measure of the British 
government, it is only necessary to state, that the regulation clos- 
ing the West India ports was highly advantageous to the citisens 
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•I ^I#r|da, We htd no tf^de thut U couU affect injuriouily* 
Stai^iiiif^Qr, iQ most teapeeM^ to tbe northern and weatcrn States, at 
dp tb« SritUh Weat India UUadft) purchaaing the same products 
find dUpo^iD^g, in return, x>f the aiame artiol^a, the cloaiag of the 
ports by shutting up their marketS) a^ to the United States, made 
our purcfb^aea more plentiful and cheaper, and, hy decreasing the 
unportatioBS from those iaUnds, enhanced the dea^and for aqd the 
prices of our products. Beaidieai much of the capital, and many 
per$o.^s who had been employed in the West India trade, hut wfaO| 
in cpnsequencei were forced into other employments, were induced 
to emigrate to our territory, abd to seek out and to put into ao* 
tion the latent resourcea of o«ir new and then comparatively un- 
known country • 

It is therefore repeated that tb^ course p.ursued towards the in* 
habitants of the Bahamas, by indiyiduals, and which in some mea- 
sure operated' to prevent their enjoyment of these fisheries, was not 
in anywise in retaliation for, or owing to, th& closing of the West 
Indid ports, and that their own improper abuse of this privilege 
provoked such course. If, however, the measures pursued by our 
fish^ro^n and wreokerS) (without the encouragement and not at 
t^^ instance of th^ governmtent,) had not been effectual, it is pro* 
bable that the ascertainment, upon the settlement and improvement 
of the country since^ tbat theee fiskeriea^ were valnable, and that 
the interests of the inhabitants required the exclusive use of them 
tO; be retained for them alone, would have induced measures by ike 
territorUl if not by the national government, with that objfjct in 
view. . I . 

The considerations existing against granting the extension asked 
for previously, have not lost their forc0 by the recent arrangement 
"between the two governmenta, opening the West India ports to 
American commerce. 

Although the limits assigned the Seminoles by the treaty do not 
extend to within ^/Veen miles of the sea, it has been found neces- 
sary to suffer them to visit the coast and obtain fish. The practice 
cannot be discontinued without exposing them to great suffering. 
Upon the extension of the favor asked for, it would be next to im- 
possible to prevent association between them and the foreign fish- 
ermen, and such intercourse would inevitably lead to infractions of 
the laws of the United States in regard to trading with them — 
would be destructive of all government over t&e Indians, and might 
lead to the most dangerous consequences. 

Checks and restraints and facilities for detection, apprehension 
and punishment exist with regard to our citizens who may violate 
the revenue laws of the United States, and other laws of the gen- 
eral and territorial governments, that could not be imposed upon 
non-resident foreigners approacuing our coast in vessels. Indeed, 
such opportunities for smuggling, tspecially, would be affordt^d to 
foreigners, by the extension of this privilege, that it could not be 
prevented. 

It the privilege was granted, it is feared also it would again be 
used as a pretext to enable interference and competition with our 
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citksens in the business of wreckings and would lead to colKstonr 
jtnd disputes and difficulties, and engender feelines calculated to 
disturb the harmony which between two nations, having the same 
origin, laws and language, should be preserved, as a matter not 
merely of reciprocal interest, but of mutual pride. 

If the President, however, should conceive the national govern- 
jnent possesses the power, and that either courtesy to the British 
government or the interests of our own, renders an express grant 
or extension of the privilege asked for proper or advisable, it it 
trusted that it will be granted only with conditions that will render 
those who use the fisheries amenable to such laws as may be en- 
acted for the regulation of these fisheries, and liable for such equi- 
valent as may be imposed upon them, equally with all others, for 
Jttch liberty, by our territorial legislature. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. P. DUVAL. 

Hon E. Livingston, • 

Secretary of State. 

P. S. It is respectfully requested that information be given to 
the executive department of this territory of the course pursued 
in relation to this subject. 

Which reportjfwasfreceived and the resolutions adopted. 

[Note by J. D. W/, 1848.] The*British minister at Washington bas renewed this appli* 
nation more than once since this letter was written, but the United States have never at* 
tempted to eiye the Bahamians any privileges as te these fisheries. The British minister. 
last year, also remonstrated against the enforcement| by Judge Mallory, the collector n 
Key West, of the act of Oonffress of February, 1803, prohibiting vessels from bringing ne- 
jtroes into ports of States, the laws of whioh^excloded such persons, and which act was en> 
lorced to keep out the Bahamian neero emandpeet and apprentices, composing the crews et 
their small vessels, and to prevent them deingl^arm with the slaves.] 
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No. 25. 
List of vessels vMrecked on the Florida coast and Reefy 

Prepared bj JoHir C. Hott, agent 



Month. 



1844. 
Jan.. . . 
Feb.... 



Mar.. 



April- 
May... 
Jane... 

July... 
Aug... 
Oct.... 
Not.... 



Dee.. 



Name. 



Ship Bertrand 

Brit, barque F. Matthew 



Sohr. Charlotte ...... 

Brit. barq. Jas. Dennison 
Brig J. D. Noyes..., 
Brig Mary Averill . . . 

Brit, ship Rosa 

Brig Angola 



Brit ship Wellington. 

Brig Gulielma 

Sloop Rival 

Brig Cashier 

Brie, ship Challenge. . 

Brig Alwida 

Fr. ship Louis XIV . . . . 

Schr. Select 

Brit, fbip Rothschild. 
Ship Atlantic. . » 



Barque Highlander. 
Barque Attalla.... 
Ship New York.... 
Brig Algonquin. . • . 



Shij) Washington 

Brig Statira 

Schr. Ranger 

Brig Lime Rock 

Barque Eleanor. .T 

Brit, brig Conserrative. 
Ship Zotoff.' 



Captain. 



Blanohard 
Hill 



Best... 
Young , 
Parker. 
Riveos. 
Jeffries. 
Bell... 



Mclntyre. 
Mayo.... 
Smith...., 

Pike 

Long .... 
Tallman.. 

Jage 

Lewis . . . 

Fell , 

Mallett... 

Maybury. . 
Hammond. 
Harding.. . 
Williams. . 

Benson. . . . 
Babbidge., 
Herrylue. . 
Ould 



Slammer. 

Carrey. .. 
Murphy..- 



Where from. 



Portland 

St. Andrews.. 



New Orleans. 
Liverpool . . . . 
St. Mark's . . . 

Jamaica 

Mansonilla . . . 
....do 



New Orleans. 

CubaJ 

New Orleans. 

Cuba... 

Jamaica 

Honduras . . . . 
New Orleans. 

do 

Apalachicola.. 
Liverpool .... 



Providence.... 
Havana. .... 
Matanzas ... 
Philadelphia.. 



Norfolk..., 
St. Mark's . 
Galveston .. 
Key West., 



New Orleans.. 



Galvesten .... 
New Orleans. 



Where bound. 



New Orleans. 
Matanzas 



Charleston . 

Mobile 

New York.. 

....do 

Liverpool . . 
New York.. 



Liverpool . . . . 
New York.... 

Nassau 

New York.... 

London 

New York.... 

Havre 

Barbadoes. . . 
Liverpool .... 
New Orleans., 



..do.... 
Baltinokore . 
Cowes.... 
Mobile.... 



New Orleans. 
New York.... 
Baltimore.... 
New Orleans. 



Baltimore. 

Liverpool . 
Boston.... 



I 

H 

I 



$4,325 00 

2^099 00 
2,021 00 



2,800 00 
1,240 50 



6,279 00 
6,320 93 



25,085 43 
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hrought into Key Westj frSm January 1, 1844, to January 1, 1845. 
- of the New York underwriterg. 



Amount awarded by 
arbitration. 


8. 

if 


1 

S 

> 


• 

Bemarks. 

• 

t 


$1,000 00 
1,068 30 

2,556 36 
600 00 


$1,137 94 
1,987 93 

2,977 60 
1,045 24 
1,016 98 
6,141 24 
2,749 77 
1,765 70 

19,863 08 
1,163 66 
223 61 
3,896 34 
3,289 05 
2,127 93 

27,809 93 
1 ,318 35 

24,573 95 
9,104 59 

3,328 69 

3,432 12 

13,036 48 

1,488 08 

3,349 69 
1,637 55 


$26,000 00 
8,000 00 

7,000 00 
5,000 00 
16,000 00 < 
15,000 00 
30,000 00 
10,000 00 

66,000 00 
12,0Cto 00 

1,000 00 
25,000 00 
18,000 00 

9,000 00 
104,000 00 

4,000 00 
70,000 00 
35,000 00 

11,000 00 
12,000 00 
65,000 00 
47,000 00 

25,000 00 

10,000 00 

4,000 00 

8,000 00 

33,000 00 

32,000 00 
27.000 00 


Dry rocks j no injury. 

Brought in, condemned, and sold, (Carys* 

fort.) 
Tortugasj brought in and repaired. 
Totally lost on Cape Antonio. 
' Arrived leaking, and repaired. 
Carysfortj repaired. 
Quicksands; got off without damage. 
Arrived with loss of sails, spars, Ico. ; re^:- 

paired. 
Tortugas; lost. 
Arrived leaking, and repaired. 

do do 
Carysfortj repaired. 

do do 
Carysfort; lost. 
Long Key; lost. 
Lost; Tortugas. 

Key Vacas ; brought in, condemned, sold^ 

and repaired. 
Tortueas, do do do 
Carysfortj lost. 

Arrived in distress, and repaired. 
Arrived in distress. Oct. galej condemned , 

sold, and repairea. 


3,097 00 
2,000 00 


15,717 00 




2,293 34 
2,033 33 
2,501 37 

17,459 98 
1,050 08 

17,000 00 














Wrecked in Key West harbor in Oct. gale. 

Condemned, sold, and repaired. 

Sprung aleak at seaj run ashore at Ter- 

tugas. 
Came in leaknig j condemned, sold, anil 

repaired.. 
Key Largoj lost. 
Tortueasj lost. 
The duties paid upon articles subject to 

duty, included in expenses. 




250 00 


425 00 

3,294 44 

18,711 59 
8,108 95 








67,626 76 


169,064 99 


725,000 00 
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List of vessels stranded on th^ Florida Reefj and arrived at Key 



Bftte. 




Jeb.. 



Jfaroh., 
April.. 



Kay. 



Jvne.. 



Sept. 
Jlov.. 



Heo.. 



Names of vessels. 



Barque Ospre/.. 
Ship Mississippi. 



Ship Venice . . * 
Bs.iqueCroton. 
Brig Hayne . . . 
Brig Hepublic. 
BrigOneco.... 
Barque T. D. . 



French brig 

Schr. J. T. Bertine.. 
Schr. Henry Clajr... 
Brit, ship Yorkshire. 

Ship Reznio 

Barque Globe 



Brig Newark 

Brit. schr. Atalanta. . 
Brit, barque Tevouia. 
Schr. Charlotte...... 

Barque Mary 

Brit, brig Victor 

Schr. B.D'Mar 

Ship T«lumah 

Brig Georgiana 

Barque Musay 

Schr. Bohemian. . • • . . 
Sohr. Staunch 



Names 
masters. 



Collins. . 
Hilliard . 



Salter.... 
Toune . . . 
Trescott . 
Gates ... 
Smiih ... 
Batssett... 

Hounce... 
Brown... 
C lough... 
Bucke . . . 
Clark.... 
Brugin... 

Mervin..., 
Allison..., 
Davis.... 
Lewis . . . 
Marston . . 



Borland .< 
M'Lellan. 
Tucker . . , 
Nason,... 
SpUlings . . 



Where belong- 
ing. 



Middleton . . 
New York.. 



Portsmouth.... 
Rennebunk . . 
Charleston . . 
New York.., 
Thomaston. . 
^osion 



France 

New York.. 
Poriland.... 
Bristol 

New York.. 
Portland . • . 



New York 

New Castle . . . 

London 

New York^.... 

Baltimore 

England 

Sedwik 

New Castle... 
Thomaston. . . . 
New York.... 
Kennebunk . . . . 
New York 



Where from. 



New Orleans.. 
....do.... 



Bostoa. . 
.do... 



Charleston . . . 
New Orleans. 

....do..... 

....do 



....do 

Mai'k's,... 

Mobile 

New Oi leans. 
New York. . . . 

.do 



Mobile 

Cuba. 

Jamaica 

Honduras . . . . . 
New Orleans.. 

Jamaica 

New York 

Liverpool 

Thomaston . . . . 
New Orleans.. 
Bremen 



Where boimd. 



Philadelphia. 
Liverpool.... 



New. Orleans. 

....do .... 

Havana 

New York.. . . 

..do 

..do 



Martinique . 
New York., 
do. 



Liverpool . , . , 
New Orleans. 
...do 



New York,... 
Cowes ....... 

Liverpool . . . . 

New York*. . . 
Baltimore. . . . 

Norfolk 

Texas 

Havana ...... 

New Orleans. 

Trieste 

New Orleans. 
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West in distress^ from January^ 1845, to January y 1846. 



1 

h 

•si 

1 


6 

ll 


Total amount of ex- 
penses, including sal- 
vage, com mi8^ ions, 
and other expenses. 


$10,000 00 

80,000 00 

35,000 00 
10.(M)0 00 
12,000 00 • 
30,000 00 
38,000 00 
40,OUO 00 

25,000 00 
9,500 00 


$2,076*84 
1,000 00 


$3,134 73 

1,000 00 

100 00 

87 60 

1,614 00 

1,112 15 

11,423 79, 

1,200 00 

200 00 

26 00 

750 00 

5,600 00 

26,600 00 

1,400 00 

6,965 76 
5,382 22 
5,627 34 
1,837 00 
821 93 


1,000 00 




8,346 45 
1,200 00 




3,000 00 
90,000 00 
85,000 00^ 

4,000 00 

25,000 00 
22,000 00 
40,000 00 
4,500 00 ' 




4,000 60 

20,962 10 

537 91 

4,604 04 
3,282 08 
3,200 91 


27,000 00 
5,000 00 






9,000 00 
45,000 00 

8,000 00 
65,000 00 
20,000 00 


200 00 
11,931 66 

250 00 
7,000 00 


200 00 
17,904 91 

420 00 
13,195 39 


6,000 00^ 




600 00 






737,000 00 


69,691 99 


106,709 61 



Remarks. 



Touched on quicksands ; brought in uJL. 

condemned. 
Struck on quicksands ; not much 

aged. 
Among the rocks, and piloted out. 
Sambro's Key ; off without Ks$istano«. 
Soldier Key ; not much damaged. 
Put in leaking. 

North Toriogas ; temporary repairs. 
Sambro's Keyj off without much 

age. 
Put in for provisions, &o. 
Tortugas ,* little damage. 
Put in leaking. 

Marquesas Kej ,* no damage. 
Carysfort Reel j lost. 
Tortugas; brought in, condsmned, sdld^ 

and repaired. 
Pickle^sReef; tost. 
Oarysfort Reef,* condemned and repsiMft 

do lost. 

Pat in leaking. 

do 
Tdrtugas ; got off; no assistaaoe. 

do no damage. 
Caryfort Reef: lost. 
Sombrero Reef; no damage. 

do brought m woiA repairsd. 

Put in in distress, 
do 

Duties paid by wrecked vessels, $25,104/. 



NoTs.— The foregoing statements are taken from a printed panophtet addrssy^ to Senator 
AsHLXT^ohairmain Judiciary Committee U. S., Haroh 21, 1846, bjr Messrs. Wxstcott aadl 
YuLKX, m rda^n to. the organizataon of the Unitad States oonru in Ftorida. 
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jStatenient of vessels in distress at Key West, from January 1 to^ 
by Mr. Yulee^ referred to the Committee on the Judiciary^ and 
29th Congress, volume 3.] 



Dat*. 


Vessel. 


From— 


For— 


Cargo. 


January.. . 


Samnel YooBg 

New Orleans 

Angora 


Jacksonville 

Tabasco. ......... 


Texas 


Lumber 

Logwood..... ... 

• . . .do. , 


New York 

....do 




do 


Jebruary.. 
jifarch.t •■ • 


Abbj Amilia. •••••. 
Moxy 


New York 

New Orleans 

Charleston 

Tampa.......... . 


Attakapas 




New Haven 

Appalachicola 

Key West 


Staves • • 




t 
Sonthport. • • 


Rice and hay. . . . 




Cleopatra's Barge. . 
York '.. 




New Orleans 

Havana "i 


Liverpool , . 


Cotton, &c 

Sugar 




Gansres • 


Genoa 




JZ*"©^" 

Frances • • . • 


Jamaica ......... 


New York 

Hamburg. , , , 


Piment* 

Susrar 


April..... 


John Parker 

Mandarin 


Matanzas 


Jamaica ; . . 

Boston 


Liverpool 


..do. ........... 


'^•y 


Russel Glover 

Tuscan 


New Orleans 

Providence ........ 

Baltimore 


Ice 


New Orleans 

Cardenas 


Provisions 

Molasses 

Salt 




Mersey....... 




Victoria • • . • . 




New Orleans 

London 


June...... 


Nelson i...... 

Russell 


Jamaica 


Coffee 




New Orleans 

Philadelphia 

, do. ......... 


Gibraltar 


Tobacco 

Coal 




Ch.D.EUis 

Seaman. ........... 


Brazos 


Mj 


New Orleans 


..do 


St. Mark 


Mobile 


Liverpool 

Cedar Keys 

St. Mark's 


Cotton 

General cargo.. . 

......do 

. . • • • .dotf ••...•• 


Ootober... 


Colorado 


Boston 




Metamora. 


New York 

....do 




General Wilson .... 




Napoleon 


Havana 


Cardenas 


do 




Exchange 


Portland 


Havana. 


do 




Commissary. ....... 

Eliza 


Havana 




...... do ....a... 




Portland 




Lumber 




Linedora .,,, 


Havana. .......... 








U. S. Perry 


.... do 


Charleston 






Frances Watts 


....do 


Cork 


Sugar, Sec 

Provisions 

Spars 




Iris 


New Orleans. ..... 


..do 


1 


Warsaw 


Mobile 


France ........... 


' 


Eben Preble 

La Reunion 

Olive & Eliza 


Liverpool 


NewYork 

Marseilles ........ 

Cadiz 


Salt 




New Orleans. ..... 

do 


Tobacco 

Staves. 


■ 


Platina..., 


do 


France 


..do 




Com. Kearny 

6or. Bennett 

W. W. Saflbrd 

C. H. Bacon 

Alida 


New York 

Baltimore 

New York 

....do 

Bristol 


Cedar Keys 

Mobile 


General cargo.. . 
do ,.. 




Brazos • 


Provisions 

do 

General cargo.. . 


»' 


...do 

New Orleans 


r 


Louisa 




<... 


Lafayette 
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December 31, 1846. February 3, 1847. — Submitted to the Senate 
ordered to be printed. [Senate Documents^ Ko. 110, 2d session 



Wh«re owned. 



Bangor.... 
New York 
Ellsworth . 
Bath 



Thomaston . 
New York . 



Maine.... 
Glasgow. , 



New York 

Br. N. Amerioa. 

Boston. 

Glasgow 

Beaton 



Ellsworth . . . , 
New Bedford . 
Bahamas.. .. 

London 

Stc nington. . . . 



Pennsylvania.. 

• • . .do 

New York... 

Boston 

New York ... 
... .do. ...... 

....do 

Portland 



Havana . 



Portland . 
Spain.... 



United States.. 



Kennebeok.. 
Bath , 



Charleston., 



Boston 

France 

Portsmouth. 



Bath 

New York 



....do 

Philadelphia . 
New York . . 

Bristol 

Key West .. . 
•.. .do. • •». • 



General remarks. 



Was ashore on the Florida reef. 

Distress 

Bistresi^ for repairs of rudder, ko 

Was ashore; relieved by wreckers, and re- 
paired 

Ashore at Tortugas; assisted by wreckers, 
and repaired , 

Ashore at Tortugas; assisted by wreckers, 
and repaired • 

In distress; want of sails, &o 

Ashore on Carysfort reef; paid salvage to 
wreckers 

Put in, leaking • , 

Ashore on Alhgator reef , 

Total loss; property saved, damaged.. . . . 

Total loss; cargo damaged; saved by 
wreckers « , 

On the reef; took wreckers; was brought 
in; damaged , 

. . . .dp.. .......... .do. .......'... .do. . . . 

, ...do do 



Salvage. 



.do. 



Distress; sold, and broken up. 

Ashore; took aid of wreckers , 

Ashore; took aid of wreckers; was brought 

in : damaged 

I . ..do. ....•••... ..do. do. . •« 

...do do. ..do.... 

do do ^ . . . .do. . . , 



Dismasted and refitted 

Ashore near Key West; will be gotten off. 

Ashore near Key West; refitted 

Ashore near Key West; condemned and sold 

Ashore near Key West; sold as she lay on 
the reef 

Ashore near Key West; sold at she lay on 
the reef 

Ashore near Key West; refitting 

Ash«re on Carysfort reef; vrreckers as- 
sisted; vessel lost 

Ashore on Carysfort reef; vnreckers as- 
sisted; temporary repairs 

Ashore; refitting; wreckers assisted 

Ashore on the reef; wreckers assisted; 
vessel lost; cargo saved 

Ashore on the reef; wreckers assisted; 
condemned and sold 

Ashore; will be broken up. 

Ashore, and ship and cargo nearly total loss 

Ashore; ship and cargo condemned and 
sold 

Ashore; ship and cargo condemned and 
sold 

Ashore; came off, and sailed without re- 
pairs 

Distress; dismasted; sold, and refitted.... 

. . . .do. .do a do.. . .. 

do do do. 



Ashore, but got off without damage!. 

Sunk in harbor, but refitting 

>...do do 



$50 
60 



500 

528 

3,500 



13,500 

'i^Too' 



1,650 

3,750 

2,500 

600 



6,699 

6,733 

956 

900 

21,020 



250 

100 

40 



2,020 

5,500 
500 

1,950 



450 
1,500 

50 

500 



450 



Valu*. 



$7,000 

10,000 

9,500 

4,000 

2,000 

30,000 
800 

95,000 

15,000 

12,000 

105,000 

60,000 

25,000 

15,000 

5,000 

600 

20,000 

30,000 
15,000 
12,000 
80,000 
50,000 
92,000 
49,000 
6,000 

16,000 

10,$30 
15,000 

80,000 

75,000 
3,500 

45,000 

500 

22,000 

5,000 

25,000 

22,500 

34,000 

11,000 

23,000 

10,000 

5,000 

2,000 

2,000 



Expense. 



$100 

60 

1,500 

1,434 

1.110 

4,000 
300 

15,400 
3,660 
2,336 

11,659 

3,000 

9,000 

3,D94 

1,890 

600 

10,400 

7,93a 
1,000 
1,120 
26,803' 
4,000 
6,000 
3,000 
40a 

160 

100 
3,000 

4,800 

6,500 
60,000 

2,200 

28,000 
1,400 

2,ioa 

\0O 

700 

4,000 
700 
2,800 
2,000 
134 
500 
500 
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STATEMENT- 



Date. 


Vetsel. 


From— 


For— 


Cargo. 


OololSdr... 


Wfttfir liilv. ....... 








Saranoh ..»•••••••. 




^ 






Warrior .•••••••••• 










St. Dennis.......... 

Emma Eysenbury.. . 
Sarah Churchman . . 
Cutter Morris 


Newport 


Mobile..^ 

N-assan. ........... 


Assorted cargo. . 




Nassau ....•••.... 




Philadelphia 


New Orleans 

United States 


Stores 








Viilaneuva. ........ 


Cuba 


Havana 






Navigator 

Ship Anne Hood.... 

New Eilgland. ..... 


St.Wark'B 

Philadelphia 

Boston. •••........ 


New York 

New Orleans 

./...do 


Cotton .' . 


' . 


Assorted 

Bioaton 











Of thd itbovd Tessels^ 11 were owned m Maine; 1 in New Hampshire; 2 in Rhode Island; 
9ib Jdassaehusetts; 1 in Connecticut; 11 in New York; 5 in Pennsylvania; 1 in South Caro- 
Uttn; 6 in Florida; 6 in England; 1 in France; 3 in Spain. 



V 
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Continued. 



« Where otrned. 



Key West.... 
• .. ,do« •••... 

....do .'. 

Rhode Island . 

Nassau. 

Philadelphia .. 
United Stages. 
Spain ........ 

New York.;. 
Philadelphia.. 

Boston 



General reniarks. 



Sank in harbor, but refitting 

. . . .do.. .......... .do 

Rode out the hnrricune of October II.. . . . 

Bii-masied; sold, and refitted 

Dismasted, and refitted 

....do do , 

Ashore at K«»y West j condemned and sold. 

Ashore; vessel and cargo total loss.. 

....do do do 

Ashore; got. off by wreckers j salvage 

probably $20»000, ^et to be decided 

Ashore; got off by wreckers; salvage 

probably $10,000, yet to be decided. . . . 
Nearly every wreckin^r vessel on the reef 

lost or injured, with others; probable 

loss by them, and value 



Salvage. 



$722 
20,000 
10,000 



108,99^ 



Value. 



$1,000 

2,000 

2,500 

2,<i00 

6, 5(H) 

18,000 

10,000 

20,000 

20,000 

150,000 

75,000 



28,000 



1,624,800 



Expense. 



$250 
800 
600 

1,000 
400 



900 
30,000 
15,000 

lp,000 



213,423 



Toul amount of salvage paid at Key West during 1846, arbitrated and decreed, $108,992. 
Total amount of all expenditures by oummerce brought into port in distress, including sal- 
vage, $313,423. 
Total value of property employed in commerce brought in in distress in 1846, $1,624,800. 

[NoTx BT J. B. W. IN 1848.] — It is not a little surprising, that, in the tioeniy'teven years 
Florida has been held by the United States, no complete nautical survey has been made of 
the ** Florida reef." JDurinff such time, the Bntish government has had ships-of-war, 
(among them the brig Bustard,) with scientific officers, engaged for months in such surveys; 
■and even in surveying the harbor of Key West, and other oT our harWs theie! The charts 
used by our nafigators are the old Spanish charts, and those made bjr the British from 1763 
to 1784, and of tne recent British surveys alluded to, and compilaiions of them by Blunt 
and otherb— all imperfect in many particulars, and erroneous in others. We have no origmdl 
jimerican chart of ail the reeft and keyt! That accomplished and scientific officer, at the 
head of the ^^Coast turveyf" Professor Baciie, has informed me, that, if the means were 
appropriated by Congress, the enih-e reel and aH the keys, from the Tortogas op to Cape 
Sable, could be surveyed in one teaton. The expense, to enable the work to be finished «n> 
■4>ne ieason^ might not fall short of $100,000; as, to effect it, three or four different panics 
4>f officers mu^t be employed. But the benefits of such work would greatly outweigh this 
4Uikoiiiit, and it will not cost l^s, to devote two or three years to it. 
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No. 26. 

Extracts from the reports to the Jfavy Department hf the officers 
of the navy in the Florida expedition in 1841 and 1842, taken 
from the files of said department. 

Florida Expedition, 
17. S. ScVr Flirty at Key Biscaynoy January 24, 1841. 

Sir: With the entire disposable force of this expedition, consist- 
ing of ninetj seamen from the barges Otsego, Wave, and this ves- 
sel, and sixty marines, I started on the night of the 31st December 
to penetrate the Ever Glades, in co-operation with Colonel Har- 
ney, of dragoons, with one hundred troops. The leading object of 
the expedition was to surprise the town of Arpiarka or Sam Jones. 
Our movement being by night was necessarily slow, the nature of 
the country through which we passed interposing obstacles almost 
insurmountable. At midnight of the 2d instant, we reached the 
camp of Chitto Tustenuggee, upon an island on the borders of the 
Ever Glades, situate rpidway between Little and New rivers. This^ 
camp was the advance of Arpiarka's towns, and had been abandoned 
apparently ten days or a fortnight. On the 3d instant, the detach- 
ment from the Otsego was sent, in company with six artillery 
boats, to examine a neighboring island bearing east, distant four 
miles, and returned that night, having found the recent signs of 
two people. We remained at Chitto's camp until noon of the 4th, 
when we moved upon Arpiarka's camp. This was found to have 
been abandoned at about the same period as Chitto's. The princi- 
pal town was situate upon the largest of a group of seven islandf 
due west, and distant two miles from Pine island, around which 
the waters of the Ever Glades pass immediately into New river. 
Each island of the group had been inhabited and planted, and^from 
the extent of the clearings and number of wigwams left, their popu- 
lation could not have been less than six hundred. The pumpkin and 
Lima bean were the chief culture of these islands, indeed of all 
those we visited in the Ever Glades. Early. on the 4th we started 
for Pine island, where, having discovered no indications of a more 
recent presence of the Indians, the expedition returned to Arpiar- , 
ka's camp, when it was determined to start early on the morning of 
the 6th, to cross the Ever Glades to the west coast, with the hope 
of finding' the Spanish Indians there embodied at Onasa's, or the 
Fortune Teller's island. This was accordingly done, and whilst 
examining a small island on our route, upon which the Indians 
were in the habit of hiding their comty, a boat with two persons 
in it was discovered and as immediately disappeared. Pursuit was 
ordered by all the boats, in hopes of intercepting it at some one of 
the thousand channels through which it might escape. After a 
fruitless hunt the boats were recalled, when, at the request of Co-' 
lonel Harney, I started with eleven boats that had returned, con- 
sisting of two from this vessel, six marine boats, and three from 
the artillery, to pursue in the direction of a neighboring island. 
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^th the hope of findi«g them upon it. In this we were disap- 
pointed, but met four boats retreating from it, which were taken, 
but not until three of the men in them had been killed and the 
fourth wounded; the rest of the people then abandoned them and 
secreted themselves in the grass. A private of artillery was 
slightly wounded in this skirmish. Whilst hunting those who lay 
concealed in the tall saw ^rass, a fifth boat was discovered, but so 
far in advance that it etfected its escape, it being impossible to 
overtake it and secure those already around us. In the meantime. 
Colonel Harney came up with the remaining boats; and although 
the entire force of two hundred and fifty men was thrown out to 
Lunt these seven people, two of them were not found until the 
next day — when they were taken by a detachment under Lieuten- 
ants Sloan, of marines, and Ord, of artillery-^but not until the 
man had fired twice, wounding Private Smith of marines, and Ser- 

feant Sayers of artillery, the latter mortally. This Indian, Chici 
y name, was known to be a celebrated guide throughout the terri- 
tory, and orders had been gi.ven to take him alive. Upon his assur- 
ance that Arpiarka was to be found on the edge of the cypress north 
of New river, with one hundred men prepared and determined to 
fight, if invaded there, the expedition retraced its steps to hunt 
him out, and encamped at Arpiarka's town on the night of the 8th. 
In the afternoon of the 9th, we were again in motion, and at mid- 
night reached Fort Lauderdale in New river, where were deposited 
the wounded and the prisoners, and two days' rest given to the 
force from its unceasing labors at the oars. 

On the night of the 11th the expedition moved again, and at 
daylight on the 12th had reached the point where it was supposed 
Arpiarka was posted. After a fruitless hunt along the cypress for 
'10 or 12 miles, satisfied that he was not there, but had fled to his 
last retreat near Lake Okechobee, Colone! Harney determined to 
return to this post; and, having furnished me with his guides, I re- 
sumed with my force the course across the Ever Glades, and 
reached that night Arpiarka's camp. 

Before day on the 13th, we moved for the town of Onasa, the 
fortune teller, and, having passed two small islands, encamped at 
night at Council island, whereon the Indians from all sides of the 
Ever Glades assemble for consultation. It bears from Arpiarka's 
camp west southwest, distant ten miles. There were' no recent 
indications of Indians having been here. On the 14th, at noon, 
having passed seven small islands, we got an observation for lati- 
tude in 26^ north, at an abandoned field of the Seminole Indians, 
and reached that night Alligator island, bearing from Council is- 
land west by south, distant twenty miles, having passed two small 
keys, the most westerly of which is the beacon for crossing the 
Glades, having upon it a solitary cabbage tree which is seen for 
ten miles around over the fields of grass. Here Lieutenant Com- 
mandant Rogers, of the Wave^ commanding the advance with hi» 
boats, discovered a canoe which he speedily captured, having 
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killed the Tnc^ian who guided it, he refusiig to surrender. Tbfe. 
proved to be the boat that had escaped on the 6lh instant, and con- 
tained, beside the man, a woman and two children. On the I6tfay 
early alter noon, we reached Oi.asa's camp in latitude observed 
26^ 3', distant ten miles from Alligator's island, having passed on 
our route seven small inlands. This we found deserted, as had 
been all the ethers for some weeks, nor did we afterwards discover 
any .signs of the Indians in the Ever Glades. On the 16tb, our 
course was about southeast by south, distant nineteen miles; on the 
17th, south half west, twenty miles, through clusters of small is- 
lands, which we examined and found to have been cultivated at 
one time by the Indians, but now universally abandoned. The 
towns of Chikika's people were visiteii, and xWere found only ten- 
anted by the skeletons of those upon whom justice had been exe- 
cuted by Colonel Harney. On the 18th, steering south southwest) 
we entered Harney's river, distant from the last encampment ten 
miles, and encamped for the night on its banks, about twelve miles 
from its source. The next morning, the 19th, descended this beau- 
tiful river about'twelve miles, and reached the ocean on the wes- 
tei'n coast of Florida, in latitude 25° 19' north. This river empties 
into the sea five miles south of Key McLaughlin, and is navigable 
for small class steamboats nearly to its source. 

Rodgers's river also enters the Ever Glades at the south end of 
Key McLaughlin, but is not so broad or deep as this. 

Respectfully', sir, &c., 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant^ commanding expedition, 
Hon. J. K. Paulding, 

Secretary of^the JVavy. 

P. S. — ^A chart of our route is In course of preparation, and will 
be transmitted to the department so soon as completed. 

J. T. McL. 

[Endorsement on the foregoing.] 

Does Golonel Harney make any mention of the co-operation of^ 
the naval force] 

J. K. P. 



« Florida Expsditioh, 

FHrty at K&y Westy March U, 1841. 
Sim: *• # • • • • 

liietitenaiit Commandant Rodgers, with all of the disposable foree 
of the expedition has embarked in canoes to croiss/the Ever Glades 
from Harney^s river to the River Marcos, fifteen miles south of the 
Oalodsahatdbie. He will visit, on his route, the Indian settle- 
ments on the western side of the Ever Glades, never heretofore 
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JcDOwn to the whites. .Chici aad his wife, prisoners from the last 
expe4ition9 accoapHny him as guides. 

RespectiuUy^ sir, &c., &c.y 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieut. ^ Comdg. expedition. 
Hon. J. K. Paulding, 

Secretary of the Jfavy^ Washington city. 



WASHiNaxoK, June 26, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a chart of the southern 
extremity of Floritla, extending north to the Caloosa-hatchie river, 
in latitude 26*^ 40', the result of observations made by the expedi- 
tion I have the honor to command, iu its pursuit of the Indians 
and its explorations of south Florida, during the past season. The 
track of the command, in its various expeditions in canoes through 
the Ever Glades and swamps, is delineated in red ink. The posi- 
tion assigned to every point named on the chart was obtained from 
actual observation. 

Although our efforts to meet the enemy were not rewarded with 
more frequent success, this chart, showing our route of nearly five 
thousand miles through swamp and morass, paddled over in canoes, 
will evince to the department ihe eagerness and persevering energy 
with which he was sought by every officer and man I have the 
honor to command. 

Respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant Commandant. 
The Hon. Geo. E. Badger, 

Secretary of the JVavy. 



Florida Expedition, 
Flirtj <it Indian Key^ October 8, 1841. 
Sir: * * * * * * 

From information obtained by Lieutenant Commanding John 
Rodgers, at Tampa bay, we have every reason to believe that the 
hiding place of Jones and his party, represented to be 57 warriors, 
is on the western skirts of the Big Cypress, in the Ever Glades. 
Our guides profess to know the spot designated, and with a detach- 
ment from the Wave, Otsego, Van Buren, and marines, I shall 
start at daylight to-morrow to hunt him out. In the meantime 
this yessel will ke*»p the western coast between the Caloosa-hat- 
chie and Cape Sable. 

Respectfully, sir, &c., 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieut'j Comdg. expedition* 
The Hon. A. P. Upshur, 

Secretary of the J^avy^ Washington city. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 242 ] 110 

Floeida Expedition, 
Flirty at sea^ off Caximbas^ October 25, 1841. 

Sir: •' * # • » * ♦ 

On the 10th of the month, with two hundreJ men, we ascended 
Shark river into the Erer Glades, and after risiting all the inter- 
mediate islands, reached CLikikis, on the morning of the '14th. 
Here, by appointment, we met Captain Barke, of artillery, with. 
67 men, whose movement from Fort Dallas, on the Miami, was si- 
multaneous, and in co-operation with that of this expedition. Hav- 
ing joined the forces, we proceeded immediately to the Prophet's 
Landing, on the borders of the Cypress. Finding no indications 
of a recent presence of the Indians here nor at the islands visited^ 
we retraced our steps to the south and west. 

On the 19th instant, after worming our way in the mangroves, 
through a small stream called th^ Tiat-ka-hatche, we opened 
into a grassy lake studded with islands, and in the distance dis- 
covered two Indians in a canoe. Pursuing their trail, it led to the 
fields they were cultivating, which we reached as they were leav- 
ing them. Their packs, cooking utensils, provisions, and three 
canoes fell into our hands. The party was supposed to be an ad- 
vance of the prophet's people, and consisted of 10 or 12 persons. 
A force followed tLcm for part of two days until the trail could no 
longer be traced. After destroying the growth of the islands, con- 
sisting of from 50 to 60 acres of pumpkins, beans, peas, &c., we 
continued our course to the sea and emerged from the Ever Glades 
fifteen miles north of Cape Roman. Here I returned to this vessel, 
and the command, under Lieutenant Commandant John Rodgers, 
has continued its route to the Caloosa-hatche. 
Respectfully, sir, &c., 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieut. y Com^dg. expedition 
The Hon. A. P. Upshur, 

Secretary of the J^avy, 



Florida Expedition, v 

Flirty at Tampa Bay, Oct. 30, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that this vessel reached 
Punta Rassa on the 26th, and the detachment of the expedition 
under Lieut. Com'dg John Rodgers on the 27th instant. 

The post at Punta Rassa was completely swept away by the hur- 
ricane of the 19th instant, the waters of the sea having covered it 
to the depth of four or five feet. The steamboat Isis was left on 
dry land at the receding of the waters, and the post was without 
the means of communication with Tampa or elsewhere. In conse- 
quence, I received on board Major Belknap, and a party of thirty 
Indians, who had come into him at Fort Deynaud, and had been 
awaiting transportation to Tampa Bay, and proceeded immediately 
for this place, which we reached yesterday. 
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I shall return to Punta Rassa this eyening, whence, with the de- 
tachment now awaiting me there, I shall descend the Caloosa-hat- 
chie riyer into the Ever Glades, and, crossing at the southern 
extremity of Lake Oke-chobe,seek the source of the Locha-hat- 
che river, and descend to Fort Jupiter. 

On tlje banks of this river Jones and Tustenuggee have combined 
their parties, since the quarrel and separation between the former 
and the Prophet. 

« # # # « * 

Resp'y, sir, &c., 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieut. f Com^d^g expedition. 
The Hon. A. P. Upshur, 

Secretary of the Jfavy^ Washington city. 



Florida Expedition, 
Flirty at Indian Key^ JSTov. 25, 1841. 
Sir: * * # # ^ 

On the 3d instant the detachment, consisting of 150 seamen and 
marines^ and two companies of artillery, 60 strong, under Lieut. 
Ketchum, descended the Caloosa-hatche river and passed thence 
into the Ever Glades through Lake Thompson. On the 8th, emerg- 
ing from a cane brake, throygh which we had been two days break- 
ing a path, we struck upon a fresh trail, which carried us to a 
landing in the Pine barrens, between lakes Thompson and Oke- 
chobee, in latitude 26^ 45' north, longitude 86° 10' west. There 
we found a canoe, and a few miles eastward of it a large boat, 
which had been taken on the Caloosa-hatche at the massacre of 
-Col. Harney's command. Fresh horse trails were found, and the 
fires burning, but the foe had gone. 

# # * # # ^ 

we finally prosecuted our route to the eastward on the 12th instant. 
The whole country here abounds in signs of the recent presence of 
Indians. Following a large trail, it carried us near the Oke-chobee, 
^ which we entered on the evening of the 13th instant, in lat. 26° 58', 
long. 81° 3', having crossed that morning a beautiful lake, hitherto 
unknown to us, called by the Indians Hiok-jib-che. This lake is 
about six miles in length and four in breadth, and is situated (its 
centre) in lat. 26° 46', long. 8P 00'. Following the south shore of 
the Oke-chobe, we reentered the Ever Glades, through the r 
Cypress, on the 16th instant, in lat. 26° 52', long. 80° 32', having 
been prevented from continuing our course around the lake by a 
very heavy wind and sea, in which several of the canoes had 
already swamped. We did not reach the source of the Loocha- 
faatchie until the 19th instant, when it would have been impossible 
to descend that river to Jupiter and return here in time for the in- 
tended cooperation with Col. Worth on the 25th instant. We ac- 
cordingly hurried through and reached here last night by way of 
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Snake Creek, Rio Ratones, and Key Bisc^yncx. A chart of thisr 
scout will be transmitted to you as soon as it can be prepared. 

If our labors have not been rewarded with the capture of aiiy of 
the enemy, they have at least gained us information of ^n extensive 
co':ntry which had never hitherto been explored, and exhibited an 
imposing force in the heart of a country hitherto deemed impene- 
trable, the tendency, &c. * * • # 

Resp'y, sir, &c., 

JOHN T. McLAUGHLFN, 
Lieut. J Com^dg expedition. 
The Hon. A. P. Uhshur, 

Secretary •/* the Jfavy^ Washington city. 



Florida Expedition, 
Flirty at Indian Key^ January 30, 1842. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of Lieutenant Com- 
mandant Marchand's report of his scout into the mangroves, whence 
he returned on the evening of the 27th instant. 

It is supposed by the guides and friendly Indians, that some of 
the prophet's people may have sought shelter on the Cocoa-nut 
island referred to in Marchand's report; whilst the water is at this- 

low stage, it cannot be approached in our canoes. 

# # # # # # 

Respectfully, sir, &c., 

JOHN P. McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant y Commanding expedition: 
The Hon. A. P. Upshur, 

Secretary of the Jfavy^ Washington City. 



U. S. Schooner Van Buren, 

Indian Key^ January 27, 1842. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, in obedience to your 
orders of the 13th instant, I took the force assigned, Und entered 
Florida through Shark river, proceeded from it, through numerous V 
mangrove lakes, to an^old settlement on the banks of the Owechatta 
river. This settlement appears not to have been occupied for three 
or four years. It is advantageously situated, having a plentiful 
supply of fresh water from wells, and a communication by land is 
reported to Cape Sable and the hunting grounds to the eastward of 
that cape. 

The Indian guide informed me that Tal-la-so-cul-sa, an ialand 
on the southern edge of the Ever Glades, about equidistant from 
the Miami and Shark rive s, was an occasional resort of the In- 
dians; and,* endeavoring to get there, I passed from Owechatta 
river into 0-we-had-ka-thloc-co bay, coasted along its eastern 
bank, and ascended the Muc-cothlo-pa river, but was unable to • 
reach the Ever Glades by reason of the lowness of the water. J 
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descended it, and ' from the san^e bay entered the (Kwef-ki-e-wii 
rirer, and ascended it the ErerQladies, but could not penetrate 
them for the slime reason. J then retarneil to and crossed the 
0-we-had-ka-thoc-<5o bay,' entered one of the mouths of the Hat-- 
ch^-chop-co or Shark rive^, ascend^ed to and e&tered the Erei 
Glades. 

I found the water in the Ever Glades so low, that it would ot^H 
cupy a time exceeding that limited me to ^eaeh Ttl^Ia-so^oul^sa 
island, and caused me to return to the sea* by the way of Harney's 
river. 

' On my return, I visited Kay Largo, and fobnd the otd Indian 
settlement hkd not been occupied for some ye^rsy and the ^ guide 
was unacquainted with the locality of the negro settlement. 

At no time during the expedition did I discover recent traces of 
Indians. < 

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

" J; B. ^MARCHAWD, 

■^ LiH$tentmt ComiAcuidingi 

To Lieut. CommdH J. T. McLaughlin, 

Commanding Florida expedition. 



Flirt, at Havana, March Z'^ 1843.- 

Sih: * * * * * I'he'Otsegp reached her6 

yesterday, bringing me despatches from you, as also from Lieuten- 
ant Commandant Marchand, m the Ever Glades, (a copy of whbse 
report I have the honor to enclose.) * • * * * 

And it is not a little, singular that the abiding place of the enemy 
should. have been found within ten miles of a military post, whilst 
operations against him have been carried on by troops from that 
post for the last three years. * '*\ . * # * ' » 

Respectfully, sir, &c., 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant J commanding naval forces in Florida. 

The Hon. A. P. UpsHuji, 

Secretary of the JSTavy^ Washington. 



FoBT H^ENRY, .F6Jrttar^,24, 1842. 

Sih: I have the honor to inform you that, in obedieiice to your 
orders, on the 11th instant, X took the available force of th* Van 
Buren, Wave, and Phoenix, and entered the Ever Glades by the way 
of Harney^s river, but, by reason of the lowness of the water, was 
unable to approach nearer than 15 or 1^ miles to Gocoanut island 
with the canoes. On the 16th, I despatched Lieutenant Comiaand- 
ing C R. P. Rodgers, with the available force on foot, to visit Go- 
coanut island. Upon his return to the canoes, on the 20tb, he re- 
ported that the day followiag his departure he saw three Indian?, 
^^ ###♦#####*'## 

8 
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The next m<$tning, at an.iearly howr, XiUuteijaiit OommaBdant Rod- 
g^rs, with. his ! conxmaad^ uae^pectedly tea^hed Cocoanut island, 
where they found an Indian camp, supposed to hare been coiiiposed 
of fifteeien famili^s^ which bad been aban4oned the preceeding 
eYcning. Following, upon the trail to , the pittc land, he found 
another camp, which had been composed of about three families, 
abandoned on the morning df th^ day he i^-eached it— rthe fires still 
burning "^and pro visionrs partly cooked. He then continued upon 
the enffmy's trail in the .pines in an easterly directiom, until it 
was lost on the limestone rocks. ##*#!►• 

At Gocoanut island, as: well as. at theclim^p in the pines, a large 
quantity of dried comply was founds Seirch was instituted for 
canoes and two found and broken up. . The guide Chici thought the 
Indians were preparing fields for cultivation ; he' estimat(Bd the 
number of warriors, at the two camps, at eighteen, and the number 
of souls from ^ixty to s«v^nty* (• • « 

As the trail l^d in the- pine to the easwtard, and to obtain a po- 
sition for tlbe canaes near the main land, the more readily to fur- 
nish supplies to those engaged upon, the scouts, I determined to 
change my ppsition, and,' on the 2lst, left. (or this place, which I 
reached this day. On the way here I fell in with the trail of 
three canoes, which had been, made two days before, and tended 
along the land to the southward and westward. I followed as long 
as the gi^de could dist^ngmis^L them, and, when lost, returned on 
the back trail. Upon an island which the trail passed I found six 
sacks of dried compty, which had been carefully stowed away three 
days before. I destroyed it, and^ still upon the back trail, I 
reached an island upon which the Indians had' encamped. • * 
I am sir« respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN :B. MARCHAND, 

Lieutenant Commanding. 
, Lieut J John T. McLaughlin, 

Commanding Florida Expedition, 



Key Biscayno', Aarch 23, 1842. 

Sir: y 

# * * # «# * * 

On the 9th instant, with detachments of men from the Van 
Buren, Otsego, Phenix, and WaVe, I left Fort Dallas and entered 
the Eter .Glades, following the main land to the southward and 
westward, approaching it as near as practicable, with the present 
low state of the water, searching the rarious islands; for the hostile 
Indians and their settlements. On the following day, I found upon 
a small key, remote from observation, a large quantity of prepared 
compty, deer skins, articles of clothing, and cooking utensils, care- 
fully preserved, and two cabins which had been erected about a 
week previous. I destroyed every thing useful to the Indians, and 
ccLtinued in the same direction upon the trail of four of them 
travelling on foot to a small key, upon which they had encamped, 
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remaining two nights, and had been abandoned four days previous; 
their trail, "which we soon lost, then leading 'Over a rocky bottom, 
ancj through shoal water towards Long key. On the 11th instapt, 
we had reached a distance of about eight miles from Cocoanut 
island, where the extreme shoalness of the wpiter rendered th^ 
canoes useless. From this point I despatched Lieutenants C^qm- 
mandant Biddle,, and C..R. P. Rodgers, each with detachments' of 
meti on foot to scour the country, to the s^authward and westw^^rd, 
after a post fatiguing march of three days^ returned. The former 
reported that, in company with Lieutenant Commandant Rodgers« 
he followed . the edge of the; pine land to tl^e southward^ until 
reaching Cocoanut island where they. separated, he taking a^ west- 
erly coarse to examine the pine keys in that directvon, an4 on his 
return to the canoes searched the numerous islands, between Long 
hey and the main land. He discovered no Indian trail of less 
than four days old, which upoji fpllpwing were Iqst in the pines. 

Lieutenant Commandant J^ogers reported that, upon leaving 
<7ocoanut island, he crossed the pine barrens in^a southerly direc- 
tion, and penetrated some distance into the mangrove k^ys, aqd, 
£nding no indications of Indians, he again, entered the. pixues, and 
pursued it until he reached the trail he made from Fort Ilarney 
on the 26th ultimo, when he returjied with his command to the 
canoes. 

On the route he pursued no very recent indications of Indians 
having been there was perceptible. 

On the 15th instant, from the same point, I despatched adtitig 

itachment of men, to proceed in a 

portion of Long key, and the islatfda 

. He informed me that, soon/after 

he trdil of ten Indians leading to the 

following It reached an island upon 

lys previous, and finding thkt several 

, he was compelled to retui'n to the 

ts were seen by him. 

e my operation in c*an6es, as the men 

in consequfxnce of Which I passed to 

ir where I found a field containring an 

growing, which I destroyed; €tni in 

tiward of that key, several islands, 

which l jn inhabited and cultivated, but 'Abandoned from 18 

months ee years. Supposing the trail seen by Lieutenant 

Lovell 1 the Big Cypress, I crossed thfe Ever Glades to the 

source c rks river, and by a different route reached the hea(F 

of the N ivithout finding any; from which circumstance I infer 

that the Indians are concealed somewhere between Cocoanut is- 
land and Cape Sable. 

» # ♦ # '# # #.*• 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, < 

J. B. MARCHAND, 

Lieutenant commanding, 
Lieut. Com. J. T. McLaughlin, 

Commanding Florida Expedition. 
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Flirt, at Key Biscayno, JlfarcA57, 1842* 

Sir: I tave the honor to endoise you a copy ^f Lieutenant Com— 
mahdant Marchahd's report, of his recent scout into the country 
south of the Ever Glades and between Cape Sable and the Miami. 

Accepting the supposition of Marchand, that the enemy 'has- 
taken shelter near Cape Sable, Lieutenant Commandant Biddle ha^^ 
been despatched into the mangroves on the route traversed by 
Marchand, in January last, a copy of whose repoK I had the honor 
to enclose to you, '^ith instructions to beat up the haunts therife^, 
and drive them back upon the pines; while, with another detach- 
ment, he will keep a look out upon the neighborhood of Cocoa-^ 
nut island and Long key, to prevent any escape from that* quarter 

ihtd the Big Cypress. 

'...*•■* •• * • • • ♦.••.. ♦, 

Respectfully, sir, &c., 

JNO. T. Mclaughlin, 

Lieutenant^ commanding fiaval forces^ ctast of Ftarida. 
Hon. A. P. Upshttr, 

Secretary of the Jfavy. 



' Flirt,' AT Indian KElr,\/Ji^rii 29, 1842. 

Sir: 



Hf 



is 

to 

ce 

T 
nx 

i> 
7l 



to bring off a garrison lelt .witft supplies on * isn-eatmg creek. 

He will ascend the Caloosa-Hatchee, and thence cross the country 

to Fort Centre. * # * # # * 

Since the return of the party from Okechobee, Lieutenant Sloan^ 

of marines, has been and is still employed with his command oa 

the compty 'grounds, between the Miami and New rivers, with in-^ 

structions "to explore every acre of ground." 

#'# #,#• • «• # 

In the meantime the residue of the force, under Lieutenants 
Commandants Marchand and John Rogers, divided into small par- 
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"ties, will endeavor to feret out the party of the enemy still in the 
south ^nd of the peninsula. The attention of these offiqerit ihas 
also been directed to three rivers, having their source in 'the Big 
^Cypress, on the western icoast, and emptying into the gulf near 
Fuche-hatehe, Biddle^s harbor, and NokoseeOayo. These «tream» 
have never yet been visited by whites, and were oAce haunts of 
the Indians. 

Yesterday morning the Flirt found the brig Statiiay Bahbidge, 
master, with a cargo of sundries, from New York on the 11th April, 
bound to St. Marks, ashore on the reef to the southward, ^nddin 

:«ight of Cape Florida light-house. 

** • * * * * #, 

Respectfully, &c., 

JOHN T. McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant^ commanding naval fcfrcesyvoast of Florida. 
The Hon. A. P. Um6u&, 

Secretary of tht JSTavy. ^ 



No* 27. 



JExtracts from the journal of Lieutenant Francis Martin^ command- 
ing the revenue cutter Wolcott in 1847, and fi^tes from, memo- 
randa of Buckingham Smithy esq. 

August 31, 1847. — The cutter came to anchor in Biscayno bay, 
within two miles of the mputh of Mia"-' "■ — 

September 1. — At 9, a. m.,Mr. Smi 
cutter with a boat's cxew, and pxoc 
landed at Fort Dallas, and afterward 
.Ever Glades. They supposed the dia 
About a mile up they observed an q 
formed was a creek, upon which, 1 
compty mill. About the same dista 
small settlement, made by Mr. Mar 
them in the boat. About one mile fi 
forks coming from the Ever Glades, 
northern branch, and soon felt the fi 
before reaching the head, it became n 
and altogether too strong for the ascei 
a mill for cutting pine lumber and gri 
abandoned. The genetal course of the river is about west. At 2, 

f). m., the boat returned with a load of water and sugar cane, the 
atter procured at the plantation of Mr. English. 

Note.— It was quite apparent that the fall from the Ever Glades at^he head of the ftftTk 
• of the Miami we ascended, was as much as twelve feet to the mouth of the river. A drain 
from the head of the river into the Glades could be made without great expense or labo* 
But the river could not be made navigable into the Glades without great outlay. 

September 2. — At 8, 30, a. m., Mr. Smith and Lieutenant Mai 
went with a boat's crew to explore the rivers running from 
.Ever Glades, and ceturned at 9, p. m. 
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The party first proceeded to find " Arch creek." They ran along: 
the western coast towards th^ bead of Biscayno bay, and within 
100 yards of the shore. A few miles from the Miami they found 
^n opening about 100 feet wide, and entered it. The course of 
this stream (Little river) was about W* SW., and making sudden 
and regular changes through the whole its of course. At the end of 
four miles they found an old mill race, about 100 yards in length. 
Tbe current descended rapidly. Th^y found four settlements^ 
abandoned, upon which were still growing sugar cane and forest 
trees. The depth of water at the' mouth was eight feet, falling 
sometimes to five, until reaching its source, when the depth was 
about twelve inches, through which the boat was hauled the dis- 
tance of twenty yards. . Ttee bed of the river throughout was lime- 
stone rock, like that of the Miami. They iound an abundance of 
wild grapes and cocoa plums. They l^ft the riy^r at midday, and 
continued on, at the same distance from the ^bore, about twelve 
miles, which took them to the river Ratones^ having discovered no* 
other entrance in their course, in-^the last mile of the covrse, the 
bay gradually decreased to a point, and curved as gradually to the 
westward. The entrance of tne river was about 100 feet wide, and ' 
near it was perceptible a small opening to 'the north. They as- 
cended the river about two miles. Its width was about 100 feet,, 
when it branched in priongs of equal size. They took the north- 
west fork, and ascended the river a little way, and left another 
opening of equal size on the left, and entered a lake. The depth 
of the river was but eight feet, and the entrance of the lake two 

ind about one mile in diameter. They 
10 outlfet, the current setting in. One- 
ove on the north side, and descried the 
of a mile off, east. The depth of the 
I the bottom limestone. They now re- 
j which they had parsed, leading to the 
d four ttiiles further, the stream gradu- 
;t change of its course, and the current, 
perceptible, became very rapid. The 
n hour high, and there appeared to be 
orizon, at the distance of two or three 
)rced to return, as the crew were very 
"ormed a journey of about sixty miles, 
m. 

Note. — Arch creek lies about five miles north of ^.* Little river.** Its entrance is smaU, 
and liable to be unobserved in passin|^ it, being covered by trees. Hence we missed it- 
There were a few oaks and many grape vines and cocoa plums on the side? of "Xtt- 
ile river** at its upper end. They were in a soil of vegetable deposits and lime rock, 

.^loite black and rich. At the lower end the river passes for the most part through small 
and broken savannahs of black soil and rock, and is 100 feet wide ; at its head it is not more 
ihan 50 feet wide. The western margin of Biscayno bay, above Miami, Is generally skirted 
with mangrove trees, not however extending far back. The sugar cane found on this river 
was of larnfe size and excellent quality. The mill at the heck of the river has been used for 

imakin^ comply flour. The renoarks before made in my ao to respecting ihe Miami may b« 

.zepeated as to the branch of this river we ascended. 

The lake at the head of the N. W. fork of the Rahnce'is called ** Dumbfound ling Lake.*^ 
It is a beautiful sheet of water and entirely secluded, one third of the oircamference of it» 

«hores^ and one side of it is prairie. The other sides are densely covered with mangro?^ 
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treeii. Snake oreek oonves fiitm tbd north and enpptiefl here ; its meuth is obnccaled hv t^o 




ever, some distanpe. When we torned back we supposed we were thre^onfour miles at least 
from the Glades. The water in the branch we ascended was neVer less than five feet. The 
h\\ was apparently as great as in the Miami. 

September B.-^Mr. Smith and Liefutenant MarUn, with a boat'a 
crew, visited the Miami. 

September 4. — Mr. Smith and Lieutenant Martin, with boat's 
crew, left, the vessel to visit ^^ Arch creek-" At 2, p. m., the boat 
returned. - Thie party touched at the Miami, **and fouiid the en- 
trance of the creek about rmne miles beyond it, and about five 
miles beyond that of "Jjjittle river.". Its entrance was shallow, 
but immediately deepened to ten feet. They had »ot proceeded 
over four hundred ydrds wbei^ the course of the boat was effectually 
stopped by a fallen tree which lay immediately across the . stream, 
which they, found impossible to retoove,.or to lift the boat over, or 
fo^cc a passage, by any other jaefens* Thetwater hei;e. was ten feet 
deep, and passing out with aome ourrent. TheJparty rttiwstied to 
the "Miami," and soouj after to the vessel. . i . 

Note. — The tree across the creek ,was a large mangrove. The arch across the creek is 
about two miles from its Woath. Jt is of solid limiestone rock, extfendiri^ acrdss the creek, 
which is about forty feet wide. The reeky hanks are keve tenor twelve! feet hl^* The 
arch is two feet above the sorfttce of the wa^r. The creek for one hiindi]ed ^d fifty yards 
above and below the arch has precipitous banks of rock, and the water ri^shes down vdth 
great rapidity. ' • * i - > » ■ , • 

September 6* — At 8 30, a. m., Mr. Smith and Lieutenapt Martin 
left the vessel, with a boat's crew, and returned at 6, p. m. 

The. boat and exploring party left the vessel and stood to the 
southwest. This was in consequence of understanding, at, the 
*' Miami," that the Indians had recently been thf^re^ ^.n4 probably 
could be called in by making.a signal, at the. "Hunting. grounds." 
Tl:e object was to obtain onfe of tbeiA fqr,a. guide among the Ever 
Glades, there being no o^her person claiming to feaye any know^ 
^edge of them over a dojsen miles fro^fn the head of tl^e lyiiami and 
neighboring rivers. They ran along ih^ western cpa^ for about 
fifteen miles from .the Miami, when, having previously turned a 
point and passed an island, they came to a small plaqe settled by 
Mr. Duke, having land«?il about 11, a. m., and built a fire and raised 
a smoke to signalize the Indians to come in. The neighborhood 
was then examined, and, in a hammock ne^r by, were cut out 'two 
small fields, wherein was growing corn, cane, pumpkins^ some ban- 
nana trees, and lime trees. There were no tracks ot other indica- 
tions of any person having been there for a long time. At 3, p. m. j 
made sail in bx)at to return, and, at 6, p. m., arrived on board. 

September 6.— At 8 30, a. m., Mr. Smith, Lieutenant Martin, ?injd 
Lieutenant Herndern, with the "batteau," four men and a, boy, 
started upon an expedition in ihe Ever Glades ^ towed by the gig. 
At 4, p. m., the gig returned, after having towed the "batteau'' up 
^'Little river" to the entrance of the Ever Glades. ^ 

Not being ^ble to procure a,g\^ide for the Ever Glades, and none 
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of the settlers fcbout the Miami pretCBdiiig td 4ave beeii further 
tliap 13 )3(^iles into them, Mr. Smith determined to proceed by 
ciojnpass. Iq' ascending the river the boats were poJed for the last 
h^lf mile. The gig left us at the entrance of the Ever Q-lades, 
about mid-day. In proceeding, fomid the current very strong 
against us — say, for two hundred yards — the channel gradually 
widening and losing its de^^tfa of eight aftd ten feet until it ex- 
panded in flats two and a half feet deep. We supposed the tide 
rose 'fifteen iiiches, atieast, at thei mouih of the rirer. There is six j | 
feet fall from the head, and a foot inore at this distance, in the 
Glades, at least. We ran a course' southwest along the shore of tfce 
main, for the distance 'of three miles ormbre. The land was thickly 
e»Tered with pine trees. The land on the opposite side appeared 
to converge with this shore, forming an* ang^le of 33 degrees, and 
tbese appeared to go {Southwesterly; while the land on thts side 
fended to the nortbeaiftt. Within this bight ^rose many islands^ 
some of them three or four hundred acres, of 'a low and [Scrubbed 
growth. They appeared toi have little soil, and the trees to grew 
from the water; On' the southwest side of* the bight was a ^rge 
island of heavy growth, but too distant fop us to aecertain anytiiing 
further respecting it; the main land adjacent was covered with 
ptin^^ back to the head of the river. ,Upo)i leaving this point we 
put up a staff and flag, and continued our caurse northwest^ »ttp* 
pojsing that to have been the direjction 6f Sam Jonet Ishnd. At 
the end of five miles we erected a pole and flag, from the top pf a 
tree. In this last distance the water stood in the reaches at two 
and two and a half feet deep; the bulrushes and saw grass were 
from two to six feet, or more, in height. We had passed many 
islands, from a rod square, and containing a single tree, to a quar- 
ter of an acre or several acres in area. They were reported from a 
tree top, which one of the men ascended, to extend far away on 
every liide; they stood within gun shot of eaeh otheri' The grass 
was often Interspersed with wild myrtle,' effectnally preventing the 
passage df the boat; the men frequently.got out and forced her ove#^ 
from one reach to another. The bottom, when tried, proved to b^ 
sometimes of sand and sometimes of lime rock. In the afternoon 
we raised our awning against the rain, and at night we all slept in y^ 
the boat under the storm covering. 

• . ■ 
NoTB.— The opieniiigs through the Glades to-day, (the 6th,) v©re generally N. W. and S- 
£. We fell in with many small islands during the day. Our general course was N. W^. 
and we may have gone seven or eight miles from the head or the river. We kept neif to the 
shore. The report, a,nd the general note at the eod of the joor nal of this expediiiQB iffio th» 
Glades Irom the Miami; gives all the incidents we noted. 

On the tth of September we had an early breakfast, and continued 
pur course to the northwest. The water increased in depth to three, 
three ^nd a half, and four feet. The bottom of the Olades was 
covered deeper with the depdsite; the saw grass grew a little higher, 
say seven feet. We passed over two alligators in our course, and 
fired at and wonnded a large bird, of a species none of us had met 
with out of the Ever Glades. In the latter part of the day there 
was a considerable quantity of sediment at the bdttom of the water; 
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the depth qf tl^e depo^ite .wag from a foot and a half to two feet^ 
which we principally found in crossing ttie reaches. It appeared 
to be the decay of water mosses, without any other admixture, and 
was in powder. We saw nothing in this expedition like mud. As 
we proceeeed it became the subject of remark, that the reaches lay 
in direction northwest and sioiiitheast* When any of these &han(n€ls 
gave out, the boat was drawn over to a neighboring one, as easier 
than seeking a point where they might come together. About mid- 
;day we nailed a piece of buntiog to a. staff, and lashed it to tbetop 
.of a tree. Largre. islands- were seen easterly and westerly. Wtp 

Sroeeeded about' six miles from this poi&t, and stopped half an houf 
efore sunset at an inland of large trees. There proved tg be only 
land enough on it for boiling the coffee pot. ' Here. the men foun^d 
a bottle. Thiey hung their .hammocks in the branches where they 
•spent the night, dndthe officers slept in the boat. We conjeictured 
^hat we had traveiled between fifteen and twenty wiles from the 
land in a direct line. The main land was not to be seen in a direct 
line. 



Note. — The constant cry of the %iltl fowl roosting on the trees, and' the great riumher of 
musqtiitoes that annoyed us, deprived as of sleep and rest. I sa^^ inthe morning ^^^ith a spy 
^\^ss several large islands east and west. We named ;ihis island ^* Bottle Inland," ' 



September 8,. — In the tnoTning early the boat was pushed thi'ough 
the gcaas to the west:of the island, and we tried to gain a courSifi, 
as the reach we had come in so far was eishau^ted. In this water 
we found but one outlet, and that narrow' and deep; the ;.gi;9.ss 
/dense; and the men standing waist deep in the water, could not 
force the boat through it. It was a passage only for a light canoe. 
After an ineffectual effort to force a passage, we r 
•island and got. breakfast. An Indian brass kettle w 
On the top of one of its threes we left a flag, and fi 
country was minutely examined with a spy-glass, 
nortbeasj;, six miles .distant, there was an island s( 
extent. . To the west, abput four miles distant, thei 
island, not so larjgie, and' two smaller islands in adva 
were nearly in line between them. The view wa 
north and northwest, and nearly free of islands. Behind us, and 
in the course we came, they were scattered in great numbers. We 
returne.d to the anchorage of the night, and there tried for a pas- 
sage to the northeast and southwestward, both without success. 
We returned upon our course, searching for outlets to no putpose. 
About mid-day we passed our third flag about 400 yards west\yard, 
which to our mortification was all we had been able to gain to the 
eastward. Shortly we approached an island covering five acres. 
Several of the men went to it, and reported that it contained half 
an acre of ground, upon which were many terrapin shells, and had 
apparently been an old field. The soil brought to the boat was 
apparently the decay of hard wood, and of the color and coarse- 
ness of chocolate grounds. We proceeded, and about four miles 
iurther, and still worjiing easterly, in about four miles, the w? 
decreased to 2| feet depth^ and hard bottom. The water ) 
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seemed to spread; but whenever il took any marked diredtion, it 
fell into its former courses. We saw several terrapins yesterday 
and to-day.. The cocoa plum again made their appearance among^ 
the islands, first the white and afterwards the blue. ' 

NoTC.^-The outlet we found in the morniiig bod ddnbtlesa been < made /br canoes somr 
time before. The saw grstss bereabonts was eight leet high or more. The men stood waist 
deep in mud and water in attempting to get the batteau through. 

September 9. — Started at sunrise, after breakfast, having landed | 
on an island containing two acres for such purpoise. At 8, a. m.^ 
we found ourselves only half a tnil-e- to the eastward of our second 
flag. The waters tending to the southeast, and over satid. We 
*bad a heavy fall of rain, accompanied with wind from southwest^ 
which lasted about an hour and a half. We reached :the main and 
passed through by the same course that* we bad 'left the river, amd 
passed oret the dani' at three o'clock, p. m. Wetea^jhedthe schoour 
er at dark. t 

Note. — It was my desire to reach the northern end of the Glades, and the region of Lak« 
Okechoji^e on thjs expedition, and to examine the -islands above New nV^, But I found I 
4^uld not| wit1)pM^, gf^^, delay, and trouble, and therefore ab^-ndoned it. It was not deemed* 
proper to detain tn^x^tter (ongeron the coast than was alpsolutely jQecessary, as she would bo^ 
exposed to the hurricanes that usually occur in this and the next month. But I concluded to 
nakQ anothier expedition, Xo start'from xhe Miami into the Glades westwardly . I bad supposed 
I could go up In the Giades irom the most northern part accessible from Biscayno bay,' and 
that my' failure was from my ignorance of' the way and want of a pilot ; but I have sinoe 
«8oertained from others .that our progress from such point northward would have increased 
our difficulties ; and that the northern end of the .Glades can be best reaclted frpm Jupiter 
inlet, and that- the explorer should traverse it on foot, and before the heavy rains occur. 
The jotti-tial of the second expedition, whioh wad from thelMiami, follows, and the notes to it 
are given hereafter.^ < 

Sept^tmie^ 10. — The crew were employed altering. the " batteaus'^ 
•torm covering, and preparing for all expedition in the Ever Glades'. 
' September 11. — At 7 45, a. in., the satne party left the vessel up- 
on another expedition into the Ever Glades, towed'fey the gig. At 
2, p. m!, the gig returned, after towing the " batteau" to the en- 
trance of the Ever Glades, via the Miami riVer. 

At JO, a. m.', being at the. head of the riVer,* the ^ig left us and 
we passed into the Ever Glades, by a wide openifig, at times twelve 
feet deep. The land lay on the right and left, the shore W. by S.,, y^ 
the other shore W. by N., and we passed out about three miles^. 
the land on both sides forming an angle. We kept along the left 
fihore^ and when we parted from it were about three-quarters of a- 
mile tb the north, the waters standing two and a half feet deep, 
and remained so for over five miles, tvhich point we marked with 
a flag. Our course from, th^ first was due weit, and half an hour 
before sun set, we reached aii island surrounded by trees, and con- 
taining two or three acres of cleared land. The men who went on 
shore reported that no large islands were to be seen, and that there 
was about a quarter of an acre in the middle of the island that 
was above water. The soil wks black and rich, and covered with 
growth, apparently of a single year. A few terrapin shells weue 
lying upon the ground, and some of the trees bore the gashes of 
the axe made a longtime ago. We' remained here overnight. 
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'^We slept in the boat and left a flag. The water stood hete' from 
three to three and a half feet deep. We supposed ourselires to be 
about 13 miles from the head of the Miami. 

September 12. — We still continued our courfie west. At ll^ a. 
m., stopped at an island with a garden spot. Soon two islands of 
about the same size appeared on the west, the other to the north. 
About a mile and a qUaher from the island we placed a white flag, 
and changed our course to NW. The reaches in this neighborhood 
\ are well marked and run nearly north and south, a little further in^ 
an island was seen to the W. SW., haff a tnile off". -Abotit two 
and a half miles further in we came upon another island, and frbm 
this course we were forced to the N. NW. The distance; from 
land was twenty miles. Here we stopped all night. 

On the 13th September J we continued our explorations, stopping 
at several difi^erent islands. We stopped an hour before sunset at 
an island about two acres in size, baring a quarter of an acr« or 
more of its interior free from trees and grown up in weeds. Here 
was a fallen tree of considerable size, and which must hare Iain here 
many years, it was still growing and its branches formed the high- 
est in the island. The roots spread over ten fett in* diJimeter and 
had grown back and had braided in the mould and earth that had 
been torn up with the fall, and which contained broken pottery^ 
shells, and other animal matter, which fliust have been of great 
age, and the same rielics were found on the soil everywhere, and 
to the depth of two feet. 

Note. — There were deer on this island. We disoovered their tracks. Tbeyb&4fl^doa 
.ear approach. The draining; of the Glades would greatly increase the area of most of the 
Islands, leaving channel ways between them that would be clear of mud and deposite. Th« 
borders or shores of t hese channel ways would probably have in many oases tb m embanked, 
leaving suoh oUannels with clear rpol^ bottoms of six. seven, and eigl;t^ feet wftter/and the 
deposite confined within the levees. Those parts of the islands thus extended could by arti* 
llcial means be then easily irrigated in seasons of droughty if found necessary, from the rivers 
thus made. That saoh rivers would, if the Glades are drained ive feet or more, still be found 
running , between the islands and the i beds of deposite, from one end of the basin ' to t^io 
other^ and reaching laterally across it; I do not doubt. 

September 14.— We left the island in the morning three-quarters 
of an hour after sunriie^ some time before reaching and after 
X' passing the island there grew up in the saw grass occasional shrubs 
of wild myrtle and the honey suckle, &c. Four miles to the NW: 
of us lay an island and about the same distance west i||other. 
For the Inst four miles there was an absence of 'single trees, but 
there were some clumps of trees growing out of the water. By 
a course NW. we reached the island last mentioned. It covered 
two or three acres; had a garden spot rather larger than any we 
had before seen, and wherein the Indian piotato was growing thick* 
ly and in great luxuriance, so that th^ whole ground appeared to be 
filled with it. A single papaw and an alder bu«h were growing. 
We discovered by the ground that we ba*d disturbed the feeding o/. 
some deer. Pebbles of limestone, bone, and sea shell were above 
and below the surface. We left a flagj it was 11 o'clock, a, m.* 
and an island bore three and a half miles to the N£. At an ho 
and a half before sunset we stopped at an ^island and reckoned o 
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trareLto/day about IP miles; the course N. NW,, and thetdiepth of 
water two and a half feet. The riew before us w^s free from 
islands and trees. 

September IS.-rrWe left. the i&laud an hour Jbefore^nnri^. .Three 
miles on -our way we saw the top of a palmettatree bearing to the 
,W.. and about three miles off. We were then standing to the N. 
NW.^ and/ at the same time there appeared a long low island be* 
tween three and four njiles away, and to Ithe E. JJE. ^ We reached 
the Palmetto island by a suddeii. opening to the. west 'through, the I 
Glades^ /It contained some two. or tb'ree : acres, and.had a garden 
grpund the size of an acre »ow gdrowiug up in trees of , the custard 
fq)ple, . ^nd seemingly fo^r or fiye years old^. It had a higher 
growth about it, and even like a hedge. The Mjmetto in the 
midst had been permitted to sta^das a look-out. frow it .one of 
the men reported a, large island^in the distance to the south. Five 
i?;lands lay in a striijg with this one, passing. to the w^st apd grad- 
ually curving to i\kt north. Their numbers^ as we prooeeded, in- 
creased to several more. The first island was but half a mile off, 
the second about two miles. Our course was to the NW. from Cab- 
bage island, and two miles from it, we stopped for the Jiight. 

Note. — The island, above mentioned as having a garden on it Is Propkgt's Island. We 
ssw from ^it some^te islande to the West, and as we neared them, the string was seen to 
ooiitinqe, and many more Appear^ to the N. W. Many single palmetto, tree tops were 
peen from this plaee^ scattered along the southwestern horizon. We found ourselves after 
sometime in an archipelago, the islands of which we designated as the Palmetto group. 
We saw land on the west from a tree on one of these islands. 

SeptemMr 16, 1847.-^We started early, and continued the ex- 
ajmiuation. Tie water, during the day, was two and a half feet in 
depth ;^ thctgrassdenae, running in long banks, and studded with myr- 
tle. At times this mingled growth formed impassable barriers. Theii^ 
^Width-Seefned to vary from two or three hundred yards to half a 
mile* i The reaches lay along them nearly ..north and south. We 
Tea^bed un inland, thr^e and a half miles from the lagt. Small trees, 
of different kinds, and several cabbage trees were upon it, and a 
litde piece of cleared ground. From a tree about twenty feet in 
bright, land was seen to the west, running alang for several miles. 
At 12 o'clock we reached an island, three miles further on, by a v^ 
coiirse running N. N W. It was like the last, but a little larger, 
and aj|^ had a palmetto upon it. Many islands were to be seen to 
^he N^rf E.; and before, as to the west, one island with two pal- 
mettos, bearing west, was particularly masked. Some twenty 
islands were in sight for some time past; a constant effort had been 
made to get westward' to the land, and no nearer course could be 
made than N. N W., and the appearances of the reaches ahead of 
us offered us hope of arriving, without the consumption of much 
time and great labor. The course promised to be still more to the 
north. Under these circumstances, Mr. Smith consulted with the 
officers of the boat, and determined to return. He had himself di^ 
xected the course' for nearly the whole of the last two days. 

September 17. — Our return was nearly over the same track by 
which we had advanced, as we found that any considerable devi^r 
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tion flfom it led us to passages by which we could not arrive at 
Icnown points. We passed the first Palm island N. N E., and^ 
in approaching it, we fell ir.to a passage that carried us south-, 
^ardfy for the distance of five miles, and by which we were sepa- 
rated, from the last lag, which we discovered with a spy-glass. By 
close exatoiiiation of the marshes, a break was discovered, over 
Tvhich, with; considerable exertion, the boat was passed, until wg^ 
reached our course. In approaching thfe river Miami, we fellte^ 
the southward about two miles, and found ourselves in a' bigl^^^ 
similar to such as make down to the^ river here, with numerous 
small, inundated islands. We passed around a point of pines to 
the northward, and over a low sand-flat, which was less than half 
' a foot in depth, even at a considerable distance from the land. At 
6, p. m., we entered the head of the Miainl, and at 8, p. m., we; 
arrived on board, which was on Saturday, September 18th, 1.847^ 
after an absence of eight days. 

NoTs*^— We hadiid guide or pilot in ottr explorations of the Ever Glades. 
We vrere in a batteauo( Ik^fat draught, and \^ell manned. She was 21 feet long^ 4 feet 
beann at bottom, which was nat, and her draught was bat 5 inches. 

The batteau was forced along, generally by poles pushed asainst the bottom of thd Gladeii^ 
but often.- in shoal places, the seamen get out andforceld the boat along, they Wsliding by her. 
Wd ooula not generall^r, in the Gladee, in this manner, make more than 12 or 15 miles in a 
4ay . ' From the Miami, we supposed we went about 55 miles, though by yery devious courses. 
Our track is indicated on the map by dotted lines. 

The waters in the Glades at this time, we learned, were as high as they have ever beto 
known. to be. We did not discover any evidence of their ever having been higher. In (fry 
seasons, as we were informed, they are from 20 inches to 2 or 2^ feet lower tfaau at this time; 
leaving ^averal miles <in som^ places 6 or 7, and even more,) of the margin of the Glades, 
now ooveKcd with water, dry; and it is said, persens have in seasons of drought, wailj^d on 
dry land 10 rajlesfrom the shore at some points. We found no place where it was mbre thatf 
10 feet to the rocky bottom of the Gl&des, and in general the depth was from 3 to 7 feet. The 
same cause, df course, in dry seasons, affeots the depth of the rivers that' are supplied with 
water from the Glades. 

We found no stagnant pools in any of our routes, but the waters were limpid, erven where 
the deepesty and were gently moving to the touthward, not in channels or currents, but in a 
nass. ' : • 

The bottom of the ''Basin'' is of lime rock; On the eastern side for a ihort dii^ti^ce frbi^ 
tbte shore, it i^ usoally slightly covered with sand; pieces of rock, however, scattered ov^r^ts 
sinrfacJe. Where the waters of the Gladesrun into the heads of the rivers, there are cov(^^ o^ 
an^ar indentati«4is in the 'shores of Che Glades, and within these, there is generally founa 
sottie sedinient or mud M^ith the toed. In these coves, also, are- to be found deep holes ot 
reservoir*. As the margin of the Glades is left, the bottom of the €Hades becomes covered 
with sediment in ln<M'eascd quantity, the nearer the interior is approached. This sediment iff 
skdepositeof decayed vegetable matter, and in some platees several feet fn thickness, on the 
bottom of thebksin; ft«d it risee, in many instances, to within 8 or 10 inches of the surface of 
the water, and lies in beds or ledges- eauending generally northwest and '■southeast, covered 
with saw grass and wild myrtld. The boat poles were thrust dowri in this deposite in beveraL 
places, 6 and 7 feet, before the rock bottom was reached. It is generally, howevei^,^fr6m'2* 
to. 4 feet thick. Marl, or pulverized limestone, was sometimes stirred up at the bottom by 
the poles; The deposite occupies three>fourths of the surihce of the Glades covered with 
water. We escamined it olosefy, but could not discover any adhesive material, nor any re- 
stains of stem or fibre. When dry, it is of the consistency of snuff. It is doubtless the aeon-' 
mulation of centnnes, b^ the annual decay and fall iUto the water of the saw grass and other 
rushes, and shrubbery, m the Glades, and in a lon^ course of time, might fill op the Glades 
except in channels. 

Alligators, tortoises of various kinds, and among them the large soft shell turtle, scarcely 
inferior for the table to the green sea turtle; the garr, perch, and other fishes are to be found 
Iki the waters of the interior of the Glades. 

We were not so fortunate as to discover any of the Manatee or sea cow. It is known thaf 
thev once, and at no distant period, existed in considerable numbers in the Glades, and it is 
difiioalt to account for their present scarcity. 

We saw Imt few birds, and no land birds, except the crow, which feeds on the custard ap- 
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pie, and red>^ln$(ed black birds that seethed ta Teecl oa t)ie eggs of ttie largfs SQail, (otipyliirt 
ria hdpdoniinHs') d^jpo^ited jn the rbsjijBs. The aigrette, odrmoraot^liefon, and other of the 
lorser gfa/2<e, wereooeamonallj^iedn, bii€ Mneof the l^sor' wad^ i i 

There are many i^laqds along the shores. ,0q the eastctrn pide tboy are B'\t far -distant 
from the margin, and are nearer each other than in the interior. An irregular chafn 90m- 
menbes about 5 miles from the mouth of New river northwest, and runs westwardly. To- 
'wards tl^ middle of ^e Glades there ard not sD/mdny is)ands:» >Terf-f0W ^eang wkhin 2 or 3 
miles of each other, ai)d\tbere are places where, lor 5 or 6 miles in every direjotioo, there ja 
nothing but grass and water. The islands farthest in the interior, are approachable only through 
deep mud and'^grasi$,^ftnd wd^ter plsinis, iu shallow wateV, and through shnibber^ that thickly 
i^rrdunds theA^,. several yards in width, and often a girdle or^hedge of trees etaoding in tb^ 
water « short distance from their shores^ seems to bave^^owi^ there as their protection froia 
the winds. , - . 

A few of the larger islantk in the interior have trees lof s^n^e size upon them, but eeveral 
have, but a single tree, and others fire without anythiiig but bw^estai^ .afardjiibery, and witl» 
which all o( tnem are Covered ip. a close growth. The single tree? seem to have been left 
or plaeed.for purposes of signal , 6r to gcrve as look^buts. A lone tree is seen a great distance, 
ana lonjr before the Island on ^ioh itstamls can be diecerkiod. The islands ore of varioua 
areas, irom a q^uarter of an acf e to hdndreds of t^cres. I oould not make p.Ti approximate es- 
tiiQate of the number of islands within the margin of the Glades. There are^ I suppose, seT- 
•r^t thousands.' ' ' 

Many of the islands were partly innundated when we visited them. The -sott of those iv 
the interior of the Glades, is very different from the soil of the main land near the margin, 
and from the deposite it\ tb^ Olades. It 49 a rioh waxy n^ould aboui 15 ioi^ea in depth, 
lEh^ch was abput. the u«aal heighth above the water of the islands. : Thia eoil lies ujaon a oake 
of comminuted bone and veg0ta^le fibril of 2 or 3 ijaches in thickness. , Beneath this are peb* 
ble9,ai:^nt lof the. size of lemons^ of lime rook of an older eharapter ;than belongs -to. t)ie forma- 
tW of Flopda, These faets suggest; that the base of these isianda may be ofdr'^t, 

]y(ost of them exhibit evidenced of, havJAg been inhabited, bat there we^e no marks on but 
one>or two of their having bei a so for many years. The surface of jhe soilipf seyeral of th** 
islands, it appeared had been upturned at former periods some inches deep, doo^tleaem it» 
<?ultiv^tipn. i.. , . . ; . .< 

, Onsome.of the islands, are the bones of animals and broken pottery, in, snnb large qDaDti- 
ties as to indicate that they have onoe been thickly populated, I found nojeartl^^ware of 
European msmufaetaiie, or glaa^, or other indioation that their former inhaJ^itants were other 
people than Indian$, In more than one instance, where a large Dg tree had been prostrated 
by a storm, bones and pottery were found exposed where the roots weve< turoe<i up;. Tkern 
is no doubt, that in all this region, once were spread that hardy and lesolute people, who 
though savages, ppsses^ecL enterprising^ qualities thc^t are recorded by Escalanta Fontan> 
ADO, and celebrated in the pleasant verse of Castanos. > . 

T^ saw gciis^ springs from the deposite, though several feet below the 6ari««ef .of the wa- 
ter, and it is taller and more. dense in the interior than near the shores. It: growi^ to the- 
height of 6, 7, and 8, and even 10 feet . The wild myrtle ^rows thickly with the saw graa* 
in many places* aM towards the western side, where the soil of sediment is higher and firmer 
mud is formed into beds or banks, as I haye stated, and is nearly level, with the water, the 
iprowth makes quite a thicket, and prevents the passage of a batteaa across the bed. TheeS' 
beds and thickets of myrtle and saw grass ar^ in some places two or three miles in length. 
The openings through them are often not more thqji a. yard in widths spreadintg oeeastonallir 
mto ,^^U shallow ponds. I have obserted that the general oourse lof > these beds is northweML- 
«nd southeast. On the^ western side, however, they are more north and sooth* * 

. A^ ten qmIcs distance from the rim or margin, and in places where. probably theglades Hr^ 
never dry, the Nypha> odorata or pond Uly first appears. There is a ssfseqijea I have not seen 
described found in Little river. It is like the white » except that it is smalls, and the color ^ 
of the petals is that, of straw, and the corroIUe that ^f* orange. Both kinds are withaut 
fimgranoe. ■ . • ■ 'h- ■' ] 

lUe cocoa plum (ChrytobalqnMs Jcaco) is. comn^only found on the islands. The blue ▼%»• 
riety is not found as far |n the glades as is the u;Atte. The sugar apple, {jSnncn€t glaber) a^ 
species of wltat is calM the '' »our sopf" is usually found in tfa^ islands on the eastern side of 
the glades and the less fertile margin. The wild fig is also found upon them* These 6g«. 
are of ihe same gonus as the coranaon fig, of which there are several kinds in South Florida, 
very 'dissimilar in appearance. A journal (MS.) of the expedition of Colonel Hamey across 
the everglades in December, 1840, thus speaks of the Florida Indian fig : -, 

'' This is a remarkable tree. It first makes its appearanoe as the creeper and seizes on 
the largest tree it can find,, continuing to circle it in its meshes until it deprives it of life, 
when it feeds on the decayed matter and becomes a beautiful tree. Of twe trees. leach had 
attacked a palmetto ; one was ali-eady dead, but the top of the other vvae still bh>omiiig in th« 
oentre, tliough completely surrounded." , • ; 

The Indian *' comply" grows wild in great quantities on the southern part of the.peoia* 
«ula, and is to be found on somo of the islands. It is the Zamia ivdegrt/olia^ and '» 
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fttonly called hf the whites '' the Indian potato/', or the /' briar root." Tbe art of making a 
Ikmr or starch from it, like the ** ainoWroot^** has been known and -practised fVou» time im- 
memorial by the Indiana of Florida. The foutbern Indians, I ftm inlormed, possess th^ art 
of making a similar flonr from the root of the sa'^ grkss of the Glades. Tuey first expose it 
to the suii, on hides stretched on sticks or poles' placed on the ground &nd elevated three or 
fonr fbet above it, till it becomes perfectly drgr. They then pnlverise It and thoroughly wash 
it, in several different tubs or trppgbs of;elean fresh water, till it becomes as white as the 
-best wheat flour. I saw sticks standing^ in the water near to ProphcVp island that had pro- 
biiblv been used to place the hides on. • • 

The native oranget of East Fleridu^ 'mentioned. in the Eneyclopcdia Ameri<ic6naf is foondt 
throngl)CMit the peninsul^^ in the hammocks and swamps, and doubtless is on many of the 
islands, though we did not note it. 

The gardens at the month of the Miami, three miles east of the Ever Glades, indicate the 
-effects of the climate upoit tber vegetat^n of the,co|iQtry. That of Colonel William F. Eng- 
lish, and his groyes of various tropical fruit trees especially, exhibit its oenial influences. 
The tree of the Carica papaya here bears blossoms and green and yellow fruit tbeyear round. 
De Brahm says '* its Existence is an infallible criterion of tbe climate of that country be* 
iig iavorable to the oulvivatiqa of the sugar cane." Groves of the orange, tbe cocoa nut, 
plantains, baaanas, limes,.and lemons have been made ; and tbere f^re .guavas, citrons, sour 
sop, the sugar apple, pine apple, and sugar cane growing here in great hixurihnce. A hedge 
has been made of the idgaveiiitilana introdaoed bv D<^^ojr Pe^rine, t^OfP^otSipf wbieh have* 
mnUiplied sjnc^^e w^r* Some^ nejgrlectea lime bushes are seen ^n £^n M settlement 



near the sea, fully thiijty feet in height. They bear frurt, and of a Very large ^ize, quite abun 
-dantly. Any thing that grows on the coaaUj no one, 1 presiame, wilt doubt, oouldbe as well' 
reared within the basin oT the glades, a few miles westf if it should be reclaimed. 

On the souihernmost shor^ of the peninsula the Hoyal palm is growing, and cocoa nut trees 
<)f great size also, and'it is not doubted they wiU ^row two degrees fartuer .north. " 

Besides the trees cmttmoR to the other, parts of Florida, the palmetto, pine, oppress, live 
•oak, red cedar, Sio.'&o., thercfis found In this region ihe^Exostema caribbts^ or prince wood^ 
the Conoearpus txetWj or batton w^k»d ; the Hijipomani inaiteineUa^ er man^neei,; the SevUe^ 
nia febrifugay or Florida raahogony; the Ouaicum bfiicinale, or lignum, vitte and Hanrmetia 
patent. There- tir^ several species of the Ifyrtacea', prineipallv trees known only to warm 
climates, and also several of the family i9apo^aca;4 among* wbieh is the iron wood. Thftse 
are only a small portion of the hammock growth, for it may be said that nearly all thefrtmi- 
-lies of plants found in the tropical regions of this quarter of the globe are represented m 
South Florida. Sonth of Cape Camayeral the proximity of .the gulf stream doubtless has its 
influence on the climate'. We have perhaps to look to the Antilles and to Yucatan for iden- 
tities of most of these prodactions. and it may be safely concluded that those not brought by 
lAiraan bands were brought from thence by thccommon means of birds and^tbo drifting of the 
sea. I have been informed by a gentleman of Key WesOi who has paid some attention to the' 
natural history of the peninsnla and keys, and particularly to the charaoter of its vegetation 
that instances have come to his knowtedgCrof thea|»fiarently spontaneous appeakmnoein that 
region for the first time, of trees, shrabs,- and herbs, of families belonging to the tropics* and 
that an examinJEitidn of the species ^11 enable the botanist to identify most of th«m as belong* 
ing either to the West India islands, or to the soathem coast of the continent beyond CaM 
Cartoche, or to the soathern gulf coast. ' : • - 

September 5tO.— At 8, a. m., Mr. Smith and Lieutettant Cook, 
with a boat's crew, left the vessel to explore Arch creek, and jat 
^.46, p. ih., boat returned. 

NoTi.— W« discovered nothing en this trip, not mentioned heretofore. Tie appearance of 
«U the streams emptying into Bisoayno bay is very similar. . , 

Septemher 21. — Passed Cape Florida. September 22.«-*Passed 
Carjsfort reef and Rodriguez inland; anchored at Key Vacas. Sep- 
tember 23.— Passed Bahia Hondu, and arrived at jKey West. Sep- 
tember 25. — Left Key West by N. W. channel. September 26. 

Made Cape Sable; came to anchor three miles from land. 

Note.— We passed inside Carygfort reef. In the mbrning we anchored near to Ra gtred 
Key, (La Parida of Ponz) and next day proceeded to Key West, as above stated. On the 
t6th we had came north to Cape Sable to commence my reconnoUsance of the wulf coast 
above the Cape to the Caloosa-Hatche, and of the western margin of the basin of the 
Glades. I noticed that Cape Sable is more rounding ihan is represented on most charts 
There are marshy grounds near a part of the shore, and high woods a small distance back 
with lofty cocoa nut trees scattered among them, and extending eastwardly towards the 
straits. Where we anchored, about three miles from land, there was eleven feet water 
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September 27. — Above Cape Sable, on western coast, at 7, a. m.;. 
despatched an officer in the cutter to txatnine what appeared to be an- 
inlet, and soon after despatched Lieut. Cook, in the gig, to examine 
another inlet. At 9, a. m., the first boat returned, and reported 
that no inlet was to be found. At 10, a. lai,^ Lieutenant Cook re- 
turned, having discovered an inlet and proceeded up it about two 
miles. At the same time the vessel grounded about two miles from 
land, the wind light and variable'j and the sea so smooth that ncK 
motion was perceptible; run out the kedge and* hove off; stood off, 
then, into ten feet water, and then hauled tothe north, keeping 
along: the shore; found the water to be deeper, to twelre feet. At 
meridian, in latitude 25^ 17' north, stood to the northward and east- 
ward. At 2, p. m., being abrentst of Shark river, Mr. Smith and 
Lieutenant Cook left, in the cutter, to ascend it. At 3.10, p. m.,. 
aB<jhored in two fathoms water, abreaat of Shark river. 
• September 29. — At 5.30, p, m., boat returned from the explora- 
tion; got under way and stood to the northward and westward. 

' m^TK: — On leavio^ the oii;tter, as abore stated, I went op oae of the numeroaa inlets seen on 
shore. It had eight teet water and was 100 yards m width. Large anas of the sea opened to 
the Hght moA left^ a half a mile or less inland, and foimed nameroos islands eevered with white 
mangroves; They wcnre very little above the sea^ and the soil* pomposed of mnd and sand and^ 
vegetable deposite, appeared to be of Uttie worth for cbltivationi and a large portion of it 
not always entirely dry. Oar oonrse inland wa$i generally northeast. , T& water in the 
sounds was very salt. There' was no dry land' on the islands near as, and we prepared to 
remain in the boat all nighty about seven miles uilatid. The sand fli^ were exceedingly an* 
noying, and the seasnen preferr^ to row rather than lie still, and* we went by moonlight five 
mites farther inland. We came to a large bayou or la^ooa of salt water, no inland or oth* 
er land being within three-qaarters^*of a mile frdm us, aod.being rid of all insectS; we slept 
beneath* the awmns of the boat qaite pleasantly. We had came up with the tide whioh 
made a current of four miles per hour. Next morning we proceeded fsurther north and east. 
We had seven feet water. After going up some distance we found the water less salt, and 
se^neral small cnreeks were discovered emptying into the lagoon from the eastward. We fol- 
lowed one as near to its head at we coold get. We went «]^ it say. two or three miles. We 
examined others. They braaeh and-^n^lcmlly lessen, are winding in theic courses, and soon 
beoome quite shallow and narrow. They all have a eurrent of fresh wajLer from their heads* 
ooxing through and overflowing the adjacent rocky lands. The ^ooco^ plum, myrtle, ana 
su^ar apple were all seen growing faeris. This black buBbjTMIiangrove bux afew feet high^ 
with its roots stretched out and above the ground, like spiders', l€^s«.and the saw gross is 
seen at the heads of those creeks, and seem to hem and bind their margins, impeding their 
winters in pawing to the bcvyons of the gulf.^ 'Here is tbQ.div^ion-4iQ@ ^twee^n the gulf and 
the Glades, and Lere commences the elevation that separa^e^^ their waters. ' The water de> 
creases up to two feet at this lihfe, and'an increased quantity of mctd Is found. Some of 
these creeks are, however, thirty and forty feet wide near their head, endifag olten abruptly^ 
by being choked up by mangrove and other bushes and trees and mud and sand that have ac- 
eiimulated behind them, ana over which the freeh water slips languidly throogh the shrub- 
bery that has sprung up thickly wherever it oould find soil fofficiei^ for its growth. The 
aggregation of numerous sources of this character causes a considerable current of fresh 
welter in the creeks, as well on the ebbtide^ Where the tide has any influence, as above the 
efibcts of the tide. I found in one creek four feet of fresh water and a rocky bottom. I ex- 
amined these creeks one entire day without finding any passage way with a boat or batteaa 
through into the Glades. That thol-e are such passages, however, is proved by the fact that 
during the Seminole war, officers ^ef the navy and army made their way in canoes by them 
from the gulf into the interior of the Glides. 

.On returning' to the salt water bayouS, I generally fotind six and ;s^veu feet of salt water 
on rocl^botttom, thinly covered with broken sea shells, and the bottoms of the inlets are 
also mostly shell. When on our return to the cutter, we stopped for a night in the middle oT 
the main bayou^ we could not fipd a bottom soft enough to allow os to stick down an oar to 
fasten the boat to. As we proceeded towards the sea, the trees on the islands increased in 
size, and had few low branches, nor was there much undergrowth. We grounded several' 
times on n^ud bars, occasioned by t^e setting out oC the frc$li water, as the tide was ebbing. 
The rise and fall of the tide, appeared from the tide marks, at low water, on the shores of the 
islands near the sea, to be five feet, or more. I was unablo to ascertain with certainty, the 
distance of the waters of the Basin of the Glades, from the heads of these creeks, but it was 
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conjectared, that the inside western margin was within three or four miles from most of 
th^m, and that the land increased gradually ii elevation, till it wa» reached. If not, it 
might be snpposed, that in violent storms anu high tides, the pressure of the salt waters of" 
the gulf would foroe back the li-hter fresh waters of the Glades, ami that the sea would rush 
in and occupy the basin. Such overflow has ne^er been heard of. The channels and currents that 
are at all perceptible, or rather, the flow of the water, in the Glades as noticed in our explo- 
rations from the eastern side, mark the ryost considerable drainage of the Glades, to be on the- 
soathwestern side. The innumerable creeks, serving as outlets into the bavous, ^nd through' 
the islands above described, on the southwestern side of the penmsula, aoove Cape Sable ; 
it is supposed are sufficient to disgorge mostt)f the surplus waters of the Glades, so as to 
keep them below the level ol the rim, on the eastern side, the elevation of which, and the 
margin on the western side, it is presumed, is about the same, and that they are similar ia t 
g'oological features, except in the particulars mentioned. There is but very little good land, 
and except such as described, that we discovered on the islands or keys, along the south- 
-western shore, or in the bayous. There are many flats of mud and sand near to tbem,^ and 
often joining them, which are the resort of various aquatic birds, among which we noticed 
the white aigrette, the blue heron, and the roseate spoon-bill. They appeared to care but 
little for us, and continued regaling themselves, till we approached within a short distance 
from them, when they flew reluctantly to some adjacent flat. Not far from them we saw- 
several raccoons, feeding on oysters exposed at low tide, but on discovering us, they quickly 
scampered for some old hollow trees in the vicinity. The mangrove trees are quite thick on 
the shores of these islands, and at a distance, their clean, close, standing shafts make an in* 
teresting and imposing picture. The pleasant appearances they eanse is diepelted as you 
firet near the island, and in its stead you find the aspect of everything forbidding, while the 
innamerable , musquitoes and flies completes your disgust. We s^w no tr&cas oranyof the 
islands ever having been inhabited, and it is not likely they will be, for a long time>tt> come. 
The many delta through these islands, for several miles inland froaoi the gulf, have given the. 
name of **ihe Labyrinths" to this region. It was partially known at an early day to the 
S)^inards as ''Musfa,'' from an Indian village of that name, said to have been located in^ 
or near it. Possibly, the draining of the Ever Glades below the level of any of tiie outlets. 
of the Glades inta the bayous of the Za&yrtn(A«. may' have nn efl[eot towards developing 
some means of artificial improvemei^t, by which this region n^ay be rendered use^l, sod ^ 
doubt not good entrances may be found through some of the many inlets from the gulf, and, 
good harbors wnthin, for vessels of considerable size* There are mapy fish along t£s shore* 

Before I left the cuter,! had an understanding, that should the wind coln^^Xln to blow 
from the E. or S. £. belore our reinrn, we shocdd pr6ceed seventy miles coastwise to Sanybel 
island, whither the WoJcott couW run for a harbor. ,*,.,-. 

W© came out an inlet five miles S. E. of the cutter, which lay off* shore. two or. 
three miles. We arrived on board the WolooCt abont 5 o'oloek P. M i wheA she wits got 
ttlider way, and we Bteod N.'W. upthecoast. -n ' 

iScj)f emfter 30.— Day- light, made the land, latitude 26° 12', lon- 
gitude 82° 10' west; land in sight; near Sanybel island. Atl, ][). 
m., Sanybel island was seen from aloft, bearing N. NW,; stood 
for it. At 7, p m., came to ancho^c, the island bearing N. W. 
by N. four mites. 

Octoben 1. — At daylight, got under way, and stood for Sany- 
bel harbor; at 7, a. m., came to anchor in 11 feet water, south 
end of Sanybel island bearing southeast by. squth tl^ree-quarters of 
a mile. Punto Rassa, north half east, 2 miles distant. At 8h. 15m., 
a. m,, Mr. Smith And Lieiiten^nt Martin, with four men and a bwy, 
started in tluj cutter upon an expecjition up the Calo6sa-)0[atchiee. 

Ottober 5. — At 6, p. m., the expedition returned from the Qi* 
loo^arHatchee, hayiftg been abseril' four days and nights; 

Extracts as to the trip up the Caloosa-Hatchee. 

October 1.— At 8, a. m., Mr. Smith and Lieutenant Martin started 
IB the boat to a«cend the Ever Glades. We proceeded along the 
Punto Rassa, and having passed into the mouth of the Caloosa- 
Hatchee, over extended oyster 1)ank8, the tide setting out stron^f, 
ye sto{!^ed at Curlew point until mid-day, until the force of the ^' 
9 
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liad subsided. The lands we passed, so far, were light and sandy; 
a bank of shells or sand lying on the shores, while the rest within 
was apparently broken. The river became sometimes of considera- 
ble dimensions, open to the width of two miles, and contracting to 
points of a quarter of a mile in width. At the distance of seven or 
eight miles from the mouth, the palmetto began to appear, more 
particularly on the right bank of the river, which appeared to be 
lower, for a considerable distance, than the opposite, which showed 
pine barren of considerable depth, and the land two or three feet 
above the river. The growth of the right bank was often man- 
grove, had extensive savannas, and laid often below the water. 

We stopped at night near what appeared to have been a fort; 
about one foot of sand covered with saw palmetto and scattered 
pines, rested upon a stratum of limerock, the top of which was 
within two feet of the surface of the river. We had ascended this 
day about 25 miles in a northeast direction. 

Note. — There were many birds and of great variety, on the oyster banks in and near the 
Vkoath of the Caloosa-Hatche, which recently is sometimes called Sanybe) bay. An imposin^r 
map, or rather a picture of Sanvbel island, was lithographed in New York in 1835, by E. 
Armstrong, the island being laid oat into farms, and a town plot designated. A New York 
ooropany claiming, it is believed onder the Hackiey or Alagon grant, attempted a settlement 
there, but it faiiea. The causes of its failui-e should not deter practical agriculturists, having 
•experience as to the country, its products, mode of cultivation, &c.,from settlements in that 
region. The name Caloosa-Hatchee is probably derived from that of Caloos, an Indian ca- 
eique of early times, and both may be from '' Curlew," the bird of that name, (taking sach 
name from its peculiar cry) as thousands of these birds are to be seen at the mouth of the 
river. " Haickt" always signifies river in the Seminole. The shores on the river below 
Curlejp point are higher, and pines and palmettoes are scattered along it, though not so 
thickly as above the point. We rowed and Sailed the first day after we left the point. The 
influence of the tide was not discovered but a few miles above the river. We stopped at 
night on the Itfi bank. The bank was about three feet high on the river. A stratum ot 
tufa underlies the soil a foot or more below the surface, and disappearing under the water. 
There were on the ground many valves of the fresh water shell, Cyrena Caroliniana. The 
opposite side of the river here was low savanna. Our general course up was northeast. 
The current was quite rapid towards the close of the day. 

The course of the next day was the same, the width of the river 
gradually decreasing, the growth becoming larger and more dense^ 
to the distance of about 25 miles more, which completed the jour- 
ney of to-day. The current, always strong, had increased to a 
rapidity that, before reaching this point, had arrived at four knots 
4he hour, and for a part of the next day probably surpassed it. s^ 

^OTK.-^The general coarse to-day was aortheast. The river is narrow in most places ^ 
Ut widens in some, and becomes shallow, i. e. 3 or 4 feet, and is much obstructed by water 
grass. WhQn it lessens in width, it again deepens. We netioed vast quantities of fHulUi^ 
and that the^aJligators were feeding on them. There are more pind trees: the oaks arp lar- 
ger; the' mangroves disappear; palmettoes are in groves, in low lands back of river. There 
are a few on the banks, and it seemed as if they were being gradually undermined by the 
water, and fallins into it. We went about 25 miles this day. The current is rery rapid 
where the river is'narrow. 

The river became narrower as we advanced on the 3d of Octo- 
ber. The banks of the river were higher, and the dites of the 
first forts were four or five feet above water. These sites were 
upon pine barren ridges, and we found upon places ef similar ap* 
pearance, that the land had been marked, in channels, by the rapid 
passing of water over them. The nature of the soil was frequently 
onarked by pebbles of limestone and sea-shell of ancient date^ 
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mixed intimately with a small portion of clay, which disappeared 
under the water, was one foot above it, and four feet of sand rested 
upon the top, usually covered with a thin pine barren and saw- 
palmetto. 

The pines were occasionally seen together in small numbers, 
while the oaks, from the day previous, bad increased in numbers, 
and the palmetto formed groves and the edging of savannas The 
stream was reduced in width to about fifty yards, and the trees had 
been locked on the sides for a considerable way, which seemed to 
make the termination of steamboat navigation during the Seminole 
war. The depth of the river was found to be from twelve to four- 
teen feet, and, before the close of the day and the completion of 
twenty-five miles more of our journey, the water was seen flowing 
ih over the banks, and exposing large tracts of country covered 
Tfith it. We encamped that night on the last piece of land we 
yrere to see until our return. « 

'^NoTK. — We passed several spots of high cleared groand, where oar troops nftide stockade 
forts during the Seminole war, all 4 or 5Teet above the water. The steep sides of the river 
banks showed a formation of sand, some portion ot clay and marl, containing pieces of lime 
rock, madripoee, and shells of cLstrea^ meandrina, chamaj ventu mercalorta, and others com- 
mon to that latitude. The surface is generally sand. The saw palmetto and a few pines 
grow on it. Large live oaks grow in a narrow strip of hammock on each of the rivers in 
several places, bat the distance from the salt water renders them less valaable for ship thn- 
ber, as none is received that grows more than 20 miles from salt water. The lessening of 
the width of the stream in many places, had made it necessary for oar troops, during the war 
to trim ap or cat down the trees on the banks, the limbs of which branched across the river 
and obstructed the passage of steamboats, and when this trimming ceased, it was evidence 
that steamboats had not been farther up, as above stated. Where we stopped this nighty we 
eondnded was about 60 miles from the harbor at the mouth of the river. 

The river, all the next day, openied over its shores in every di- 
rection, and what appeared to.be, in a dry season, a savanna or a 
piece of oak land, was entirely submergred. We followed the river, 
marked by the rapid flow above it, and at times crossed from point 
to point through the trees, with a free depth of water. At the 
end of about five miles we passed into a Lakej and stood to the 
northeast, under sail. The land made a turn to the southward 
at the entrance into it, and again oame up to the eastward. 
About two miles off, and running northward, it formed a point 
two or three miles ahead, and then seemed to stretch to the east- 
ward. It was covered with pines, isome palmettos in the margin, 
ntfvr in the water. The tops of willows, and occasionally those of 
reeds and grass, showed that this is not always under water. We 
ran to the northeast about seven miles, and found the depth of 
water, out of the channel, six feet. It was of less depth on our 
turning to the eastward, and the channel itself, for half a mile or 
more, had but six feet. The oak trees on our left were still large, 
and appeared to form islands with the palmetto, at a dry time, over 
a considerable region to the northwest. Our course was impeded 
by denst masses of water lettuce, two or three of which were so 
small we were enabled to move by the boat; but, finally, a large 
one effectually impeded our course, as the boat could not be polled 
through, and for its removal it would have taken considerable time» 
Fxoin the appearance of the way ahead, we had reason to appre-* 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 242 ] 132 

heiid that we. might encounter many such masses. In sounding 
once, we struck the rock about six feet. 

Note.— 'The lake abovementioned is lake " Fltbt," named after the chief vessel of Lieut, 
McLaaghlin^ enmmand in 1841. Tops of grass appeared over a large portion of the lake, 

{'ust above its surface, thon^h the water was 6 feet deep. In the dry seasons, I am informed, this 
ake is qaite a dry prairie, except portions of it, and the channel way of the river through its 
middle; ''Fort Thompson" is jast below this lake, on the left bank of the river, descending. It 
is about eighty miles by the river to the Gulf. The water lettuoe is the Pistia itratiotes^ 
described by Bartram, as in the St. John's riVer, a plant with long hairy roots, which he says 
is first prodQced on, or close to the shore in eddy water, and is forced from its hold by floods 
or atrong winds. We did not see any in the Glades, and supposed, these masses to have come 
down from the northern streams through lake Okechobee. 

In returning, the boat was passed up to the piles that had formed 
on Fort Thompson, standing at the head of the river, and they were 
found six feet deep in the water. There appeared to be not a dry- 
spot for miles around, and the water was flowing in every direction 
to the river, with great.rapidity, through the woods. From the ap- 
pearance of the trees in descending the river, the water appeared 
to have fallen four or five inches in twenty-four hours. Many of 
the trees were still wet up the trunk, and, from the lodged mate- 
rial in the limbs, the water appeared to have stood, but a HttJe 
time back, full six feet higher thaa at present. These marks held 
good for the whole distance, when we returned from, about noon 
to day, the distance of about twenty-five miles from the bead of 
the river^ We noticed, in our course, some individual trees of 
the pecan nut, gum alimi', and a yellow plum of peculiar flavor. 

The river was full of fish, the lower part of it with mullet in 
great numbers, and through the whole of it were alligators in great 
number. The waters were thick and tasting of the roots of trees, 
very unlike that of the Ever Glades. On the 6th, we passed down 
the river about sixty miles, and arrived on board at 5 p. m. 

Note. — The region tributary to the Caloosa-Hatchee, and which we soufl;ht to explore^ 
but were prevented by the extraordinary high waters, is an area nearly equal to that oft he 
Ever Glades. It is of pine barren, prairie, or savanntks and low swamps.^ the whole region 
haHring lime rock near to, or upon the surface. In July 1835, (vide Williams Florida, pp. 
289 to 300,) a partv ascended this river, and they described the country thirty miles below the 
first lake, (Flirt,; as often spreading into savannas, the lands rich, and the banks of the 
rit^r varying in height above the water, from fiv^ to fifteen feet. We saw no banks over 
five feet high, but the waters on our visit were very full. On our visit the waters came in 
copious streams over the banks of the river, and fell into it, and created a strong current. A 
few miles to the S. E. of Lake Flirt, is Lake Hiokpochee, {or little prairie,} and wbichis V \ 
on the northwestern margin of the Grades, and may in fact be regarded as part of them. 
The river Caloosa-Hatchee continues through this last lake to the Okechobee, with which it 
is connected by low lands, and dense swamps or jungles, which in dry seasons are not over- 
flowed. The western shore of Lake Okechobee, is less than one hundred miles from th& golf, 
and' the eastern shore is less than half that distance from the Atlantic. Lake Qkechobee is 
said to be very deep. The canal commenced by the Spaniards, to connect the Caloosa-Hiat- 
ohee with Lake Okechobee, is a short distance north of Lake Flirt, and it is probably th& most 
eltffible location for the similar work now proposed. The engraved. maps of Florida, pi^ 
\med many years ago, indicate its comr se. and their ifidioatioas «r6 pursued on the map. an« 
nexed. It will probably be found that other canals or drains to this river, besides this one, 
must be made ; and other improvements in the river, and on its bankd. On the eastern sidO) 
like canals to the Looha-H&tohee, «md perhaps, to branches of the San Luoisj will alio b% 
necessary. 

The big cypress swamp, or Atsee-Nahoofih, is south of the Caloosa-Hatchee, and lies be- 
tween the gxilf and the western margin of the Glades, connecting however, in various plaoss 
with the Crlades. Most of th» rivers north of Cape Sable, above the Lahyrinihf, and south 
of the Caloosa-Hatchee, have their sources in this extensive swamp. It must be drained by 
openinj; new drains, and deepening, widening, and removing the obstmotiois in the present 
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outlets from it into the river. The big cypress, is perhaps fifty miles long, aod from twenty 
to thirty miles wide. ^ 

The Halpatioke swamp is situate on the eastern side of Okechobee, and is equal id area to 
the At8ee'NahooQ*a, though not so wide, and it is the source of the different branches of the 
JSan Lucie, and of the Locha-Hatcbee. One branch of the latter river, in times of high 
water, is connected wilh the northeast part of the Ever Glades, and with the southwest 
corner of Lake Okechobee, in a* manner very like the connection before de^eribed of that lake, 
and of the Glades, with the Caloosa-Hatcnee. In dry times, vast portions of it become 
-prairUj that in wet seasons are submerged from one and a half to two, and sometimas three 
. feet. The entire country, south of an east and west line across tlie peninsula, near to the 
most northern point of Lake Okechobee, will be benefitted by the proposed improvements, 
and without them, will remain comparatively worthless to the Dnitea States, or to the State 
•of Florida. 

October 6. — At 6 45 a. m., got under weigh and stood out of the 
harbor; at 7 45, rounded Sanybel Island shoal and stood to lee- 
ward and westward, luflFing to the northward, as we cleared the 
land. * * * * * * * 

October 8. — At 10 15 a. m., came to anchor at St. Mark's light- 
house, north 1^ miles distant. Sent a boat to St. Mark's witli an 
officer to land Buckingham Smith, esq. Boat returned at 6 p. m.; 
got undeir weigh and stood to the southward, under all sail. * * 



FLORIDA MAILS. 

[The following has been printed by Mr. Westcott, at his own expense, to an e^ltra 
number of the report, &c., also printed for him.] 

Washington, September 5, 1846. 
To the citizens of Florida: 

Many of you have made just complaints about your mails, in 
letters to me and otherwise. Some persons hare unjustly abused 
me in the newspapers about them. That, however, is a matter^of 
little moment. They did not know much about the matter^ and 
their attacks did no great harm, and, as far as I know, no great 
good. I have done the bpst I could, and that I have, aided by my 
colleagues, done no better, is my misfortune and theirs, as .much as 
it is yours. Annexed are some documents that you may ifind it use- 
ful to read some leisure evening. 

You will notice the Postmaster General promises me, 1st, td ad- 
vertise for the steamboat routes forthwith; 2d, to receive prdposajs, 
without advertisements, forthwith, for the new land routes. 

Laws — new routes — and advertisements are all of no use, if no 
proposals of a reasonable character are made to carry the mail. I 
hope, therefore, such proposals will be made by Floridicms imme- 
diately. 

In a few days, on my return to Florida, you will receive a clreu- 
la? from me, in which I shall take occasion to speak of other propoled 
legislation with respect to our mails, and of the course I have 
sought to pursue o^ all subjects bearing on the interests dfpthc 
State generally. 

Your fallow citizen, . ^_ ^^,.4^. 

, J. D. WESTCOtT,^ 
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Letter to the Postmaster General from J. D. Westcott. 

Washington, August 16, 1848. 

Sir: Let me solicit your early attention to the 4lh clause of the 
act, passed at last session, approved July 10, 1848, making appro- 
priations for your department. The third clause appropriates 
|50,€00 for M. G. Mordecai's contract by mail steamers between 
Charleston, South Carolina, and Havana, by way of Savannah; and 
the clause I refer to, is in these words: ^^^nd, for transportation of 
the mail by said line^ or by other steamers^ to such other places on 
the coafit of Florida as the Postmaster General may deem practica- 
ble and expedientjfve thousand dollars.^^ 

I introduced this clause as an amendment to the bill while it 
was under consideration in the Senate, and it is of great conse- 
quence to the people on the gulf and Atlantiq coasts that the de- 
partment should execute it forthwith. The government will make 
ten times the amount paid the very first year, by sales of the public 
lands along the coasts, which the facility thus afforded of visiting 
them will occasion. 

I ask you also to look at Ihe post route bill of last session, with 
respect to Florida. It is as follows: 

[JWio routes established by act of Congress of August 14, 1848 — the 
old routes still remaining in force,] 

FLORIDA. 

" From Milton, Santa Rosa county, via Escambia county, and Nathansville, to Sparta,. 
Alabama. 

** Frcm Milton, via Alaqna and Uebeanna, to Marianna, Jackson coonty. 

" Fnm Alaqua to Geneva. Alabama. 

" Frcm Marianna to Oci.e&ee, Calbonn county, to intersect tbe route from Appalacbioola 
to Chatiahooebe. * 

'* Frcim Tallahassee, via Benbaden and Shell Point, to Sopchoppy. 

" From Tallahassee, via Cenireville, to Miccosokee. 

" From ?t. Mark*t!, via Newport, Wacissa, and Marion, to Monticello, Jefierson county. 

" From Quincy, via Rocky Comfort, to Reform, in Gadsden county. 

" From QuiDcy to Sedudo, Gadsden county. ' 

" From Jasper, in the county of Hamilton, via Bloimt's Ferry and Rawlerson's Ferry, to 
Centre Village j ^ j ji 

** From Pilaika to Kewnansville. 

" From Alligator to Olustee. V 

" From Alligator, via Ocean Pond, Barber's, and Brandy Branch, to Jacksonville, DnvaU 
county. 

** From Columbus, Florida, to Troupvilie, Oeoreja. 

" From Newnan»ville, via War-asassa, to Cedar Keys, in Levy county 

" From Newnanbville, via Madisonborongh, to Orange Springs. 

" From Micancpy, via Fort Clark, to Fort Harlee. 

" From Jacksonville, Florida, via Haddock's, Kirkland's, and Nassau Court-housei to St. 
Mar3?'s Georgia. 

" From Nassau Court-house to Fernandina. 

" From Jacksonville, via Mandarin, Black Creek, Picolati, Pilatki, Volusia, Fort Butler, 
Enterprise, and Mellonville, to headwaters of St. John's river by waier, and from thence by 
land, via Indian river, Palos, San Lucia, and Jupitpr, to Miami, Dade county. 
, *• From Pensacola by sea, via St. Andrew's and'St. Joseph's, to Appalachicolaj from Ap- 

Salaebieola by sea. via St. Mark's and Cedar Keys, to Tampa; and from Tampa by sea, via 
araiota and Charlotte harbor, to Key West, in steamers. 
** From Tampa, via Manatee, to Sarasota. 

" From Tampa, via Hitchepucksassa and Fort Gatlin, to Mellonsville. 
** From Kty West by sea, via InJian Key, Key Largo^ Miami, Jupitori San Lucie, Indiaa 
liver, and Smyrna, to St. Augustine, in steamers." 
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The new post routes in Florida established by it were submitted 
to the Senate Post Office Committee, in a paper drawn up by me^ 
and approved by my colleagues, from the papers you so obligingly 
directed to be furnished to me from your files, and which, as I 
promised, I herewith return, and all the routes received the delibe- 
rate sanction of the committee. The bill, as it came from the 
House of Representatives, had given but four or five routes, and 
those very erroneously. The routes ^^hy steamer s^^ were established 
with express reference to the appropriation above quoted* 

The paper first read "6y ^ea,'^ but was altered, at the suggestion 
of my colleague in the Senate, to meet the appropriation. 1 ofiFered 
a similar clause to that first quoted as an amendment to the bill 
relating to Sloo's or Law's line of steamers between New York and 
Havanna, &c., but it was not adopted. 

In the second section of the post route bill, after directing the- 
advertisement of the routes in March 1849, there is this provisor 

^^Provided thaty as soon as a responsible contractor shall offer to 
transport the mails over any portion of the route included in this. 
it//, the postmaster general shall have the power to put them under 
contract?^ 

Now, in behalf of the people of Florida, whose "sufferings are 
intolerable" in respect to mails, I ask you to give us the benefit of 
these laws. 

Why cannot you advertise forthwith in New Orleans, Mobile, 
Charleston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, and in Pitts- 
burg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Louisville, and Memphis, and in 
Florida, for proposals to carry the mails by steamers on the routes 
established, as above, "6y steamersV^ Why not give us the 
$5,000 worth of mails, if no morel Why not advertise also forth- 
with for proposals on the other land routes'? You will, I doubt 
not, get good bids. Give the people of Florida, at any rate, a 
fair chance to establish a coach mail hy four hoises, or at least two^ 
as much as three times a week from Pensacola to Tallahassee, and 
thence by Alligator, &c., to Jacksonville and St. Augustine, and 
with a mail somewhat improved to Appalachicola, and we shall 
cease complaining, unless they are discontinued. Without an ad- 
vertisement persons do not know how to bid. 

The discontinuance of post routes and post offices, on account of 
their not yielding revenue, is complained of greatly. Will you 
advise me distil. cily of the rule on this subject, for explanation to 
those who complain? 

Yours, most respectfully, 

J. D. WESTCOTT, Je. 

Hon. Cave Johnson, 

Postmaster OeneraL 
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Letter from the Postmaster General to J, D. Westcott. 

Post Office Department, 
August 24, 1848. 

Sir: I have the honor to state, in reply to your communication 
of the 16th instant, that the question which you have raised, 
•whether the department shall proceed at once to advertise for pro- 
posals for the conveyance of the mails on the steamboat routes, 
established by the recent act of Congress, approved 14th August, 
1848, I have fully considered, and have come to the conclusion 
that, under the act of July 10, 1848, making a special appropria- 
tion for the Florida steamboat service, I am at liberty to take imme- 
diate steps, by advertisement and letting, to put that service in op- 
eration and under contract. 

J will, accordingly, cause an advertisement to be issued, inviting 
bids for. the same. 

In respect to all the other rontes, in the route bill of August 14, 
1848, as well those in Florida as the other States, I find that the 
act itself prescribes what course shall be taken. If the depart- 
ment seeks proposals, it must be by means of the advertisement to 
be issued for the annual lettings, to be had in the spring of 1849. 
But the Postmaster General is allowed, by that law, to act upon 
any satisfactory proposals that he may receive from responsible 
persons. 

Therefore, as to the remaining twenty-two routes in Florida, 
which you press upon my immediate attention and action, I am 
obliged to say, that I cannot advertise, now, for bids upon them. 
X have been ©bilged to make this answer to the delegation from 
TiBxas, in respect to the new routes provided in the act for that 
State, and to decline this proceeding in reply to applications from 
several other States. But I will consider any proposals that may 
be tendered; and, if satisfied they are from '^responsible'' persons, 
as the law requires, and are of as low an amount as if an adver- 
tisement were issued, I will promptly act upon them. 

In further answer to your letter, I have to say, that the depart- 
ment is prohibited from making improvements beyond a certain 
comparison between the cost and the revenue of routes. v 

An act of Congress of 3d March, 1825, makes it my duty to dis- 
continue the service, where its cost is four times the amount of the 
revenues derived from the route, except under peculiar circum- 
stances, not necessarj here to specify. This renders it impossible, 
in many cases, to grant applications asking for more trips and 
higher grade of service, as the effect of such addition would be, to 
put the expense so high as to compel me, under this law, to abolish 
the service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. JOHNSON. 

Hon. J. D. Westcott, Jr., 

Of the U, S. Senate. 
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